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Randall Walker
Farms
Visit our fully stocked sales yard for trees 
and plants year round.

Fresh & frozen fruits available!

Monday-Friday 7am-5pm • Saturday 7am-4pm

Freestone
Peaches &
Blueberries

Available Now!

8240 Manchester Hwy • Morrison, TN 37357
931-635-9535 • www.rwfarms.com 26
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• Pointe • Ballet 
• Lyrical • Jazz 
• Hip Hop • Tap 
• Talented Tots 
• Pre-K • Kindergarten
• Leaps & Turns
• Contemporary

Open House
Registration

August 2nd • 2:30-6pm

Paula's Dance Academy
119 Main Street • 473-0505
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Pet Cremation Services
Unconditional love deserves uncompromising service.

Dignified and respectful treatment of your beloved companion.
 931-815-8550 

www.CompanionsForever.net
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Hospital huge asset for our community

Since it’s an election 
year, Warren County resi-
dents have been treated to 
the healthcare views of 
everyone running for 
state and federal office. 
And it’s been so delight-
ful.

There are fingers to 
point in every direction 
about what’s wrong with 
our healthcare system. I 
don’t think I have enough 
fingers on both hands to 
do all the pointing which 
needs to be done.

Before you start to get 
nervous, let me say this. 
I’m not going to make 
you endure my views on 
healthcare in this column. 
I’ll save that for the politi-
cians.  

What I will say is Saint 
Thomas River Park 
Hospital is a tremendous 
asset to our community, 
arguably our single great-
est asset. In an effort to 
show the value of hospi-
tals throughout the state, 
the Tennessee Hospital 
Association is distribut-
ing information about 
their impact.

According to this infor-
mation, River Park 
Hospital in 2015:

• cared for 62,037 

patients
• provided 312 jobs
• had an economic 

impact of more than $19 
million.

The Tennessee Hospital 
Association also says nine 
rural hospitals have 
closed in Tennessee since 
2012. That is horrific 
news.

For an overall snapshot, 
THA says 172 hospitals 
operate in Tennessee. This 
creates direct employ-
ment for 180,532 hospi-
tal-based workers who 
earned $6 billion in 2015, 
the most recent year data 
is available.

Beyond boosting the 
economy, the work of hos-
pitals to provide health-
care is vital to the well-be-
ing of Tennesseans. In 
2015, the state’s hospitals 
treated 3.7 million people 
in emergency rooms, pro-
vided more than 8 million 

outpatient visits, and 
treated approximately 
852,000 people during 
in-patient stays.

It’s also important to 
note hospitals are a key 
recruiting tool. It’s easier 
to attract industry and 
newcomers to a commu-
nity with a nice hospital 
in place. If we didn’t have 
Saint Thomas River Park 
and had to drive 30 min-
utes for hospital care, that 

would be a major draw-
back.

So what is Warren 
County’s greatest asset? 
You could make an argu-
ment for a huge industrial 
employer like Bridgestone 
or Yorozu. If one of those 
industries were to leave, 
our economy would 
crumble.

Or you could make an 
argument for Saint 
Thomas River Park, which 

has undoubtedly saved 
lives with its emergency 
medical care. You could 
even make an argument 
for Walmart, our 24-hour 
place to buy everything.

The moral of this story 
is Saint Thomas River 
Park is awesome. We’re 
fortunate to have such a 
first-rate facility for all it 
provides our community. 
I’d hate to think of Warren 
County without it.

Deck your yarD
With a neW Deck

A deck is a great way to 
add a wow factor to your 
backyard. A fence is a great 
way to add a dash of pri-
vacy.

Derek Coates can pro-
vide both with his busi-
ness which is aptly named 
Derek Coates Fencing and 
Decking. He has more than 
25 years of experience and 
can provide a free esti-
mate.

“It’s got to be good and 
it’s got to be right,” said 
Derek when discussing his 
work. “The way I figure it, 
if you do a bad job, that 
will be your only job. No 
one else will want to hire 
you. But if you take pride 
in what you do and do 
good work at a reasonable 
price, word will get 
around. Word of mouth 
will bring you more work.”

Saint Thomas River Park is one of 172 hospitals in Tennessee, according to the Tennessee Hospital 
Association. In addition to providing healthcare services to the region, it had an economic impact of 
over $19 million in 2015.

Derek Coates has opened Derek Coates Fencing and Decking and is avail-
able to provide free estimates. He is pictured by a pool deck he built in the 
Vervilla community and can be reached at (931) 743-4832.

Derek Coates shows one of the benefits to 
building pool decks. You get to kick back and re-
lax by the pool when you’re done.  Continued on 4C
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