
At last, we've arrived at Swimsuit 
City. Let the vacationing begin. 

We were supposed to be here yes-
terday, but we missed our connecting 
flight because someone tried to bring 
their comfort donkey on the plane. 

Somewhere in the kerfuffle, our 
comfort luggage was sent to Beach 
Ball City instead of Swimsuit City. The 
airline says we should get it back in a 
couple of days. But, hey, let's not spoil 
things! We're on vacation. 

The taxi to the hotel took the scenic 
route past hotel after hotel, condo after 
condo, all with names like Ocean 
View, Ocean Breeze, Ocean Waves, 
Sea Foam, Sea View, Sea Breeze, Sea 
Wave, Dune View and 
The Dunes -- all of them 
blocking our view of 
the ocean. 

On the other side of 
the road from the hotels 
was the strip mall. 
Sunglass City, Panama 
Hat City, Made in 
Pakistan City, Umbrella Town, 
Pancake City, Waffleville, Double-the-
Price of Things at Your Hometown 
Grocery Store City, Sunscreen City, 
Trinket City, T-Shirt City, and Ye Olde 
Rent A Paddleboard, which is right 
next to Ye Olde Rent a Jet Ski to Mow 
Down Paddleboarders. After about 
half a mile, the store names start to 
repeat. Maybe we should have gone 
to No Beach City. We would have 
saved a lot of money. 

Our hotel was called "Dune Walk." 
I'm guessing it's named that because it 
was about a half-mile walk to the 
dunes. But it had three stars: one for 
each bullet hole in our balcony win-
dow.

We passed hundreds of restaurants 
with catchy names and clever come-
ons like, "You know our food is fresh 
because we have fishing nets hanging 

in the dining room!" "Home of the 
Catfish Hot Dog!" "If It Ain't Fried, We 
Don't Have It!" and "Kids Eat for 
Free!" Why, oh, why did we forget to 
have kids? They must be such a mon-
ey-saver.

After a short walk down Shopping 
Avenue, Sue said, "Can't we buy sun-
glasses and swimsuits at home? For 
about half the price?"

"Stop complaining," I said, "We're 
on vacation. That's part of the excite-
ment: paying double for the same 
stuff we could get at home."

Sue acted as if she hadn't heard me. 
"And why would I want a T-shirt that 
says 'Swimsuit City' that costs twice as 

much as a plain 
T-shirt at home?"

"But a plain shirt 
wouldn't tell people 
that you had been to 
Swimsuit City!"

"Yes," she said, "I 
would have to use 
my mouth to tell 

them that. What was I thinking?"
"Exactly," I said. "You're thinking 

like a non-vacationing person. What 
do you think, do these clam-diggers 
look good on me?" 

"Well, if you took off the flip-flops, 
wore a shirt with a collar, and 
dumped the Panama hat, you'd still 
look ridiculous."

"Thanks. I'll take them."
"Can you put him and the pants in 

a bag?" Sue asked the clerk. I don't 
think she was getting into the spirit of 
the thing. Some people just don't 
know how to relax. Or maybe she 
wasn't feeling well.

"Are you OK?" I asked.
"Oh, I'm fine. It's just something that 

I married disagrees with me."
Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.jim@

gmail.com.   

Perhaps no Trump policy has pro-
voked more emotional reaction than 
the practice of separating illegal bor-
der crossers from the children they 
brought with them to the United 
States. 

The administration has now 
stopped the separation policy. But it 
plans to continue prosecuting illegal 
border crossers and, when those 
crossers bring children illegally into 
the United States, will "detain families 
together during the pendency of 
immigration proceedings," according 
to an administration court filing in 
California.

That, of course, will 
not satisfy the critics, 
and legal challenges are 
sure to follow. But if a 
new poll is correct, it 
appears the Trump 
administration, after an 
enormously damaging 
few weeks, has ended 
up squarely on the side of the majori-
ty of American voters.

The new survey is a Harvard-
Harris Poll, by former Clinton pollster 
and strategist Mark Penn. It was con-
ducted in late June with 1,448 regis-
tered voters.

On the issue of separations, Penn 
began with a threshold question: "Do 
you think people who make it across 
our border illegally should be allowed 
to stay in the country or sent home? 
Sixty-four percent said they should be 
sent home. Thirty-six percent said 
they should be allowed to stay.

Then Penn asked: "Do you think 
parents with children who make it 
across our border illegally should be 
allowed to stay in the country or sent 
home?" The presence of children 
made little difference in the result: 61 
percent said they should be sent 
home, while 39 percent said they 

should be allowed to stay.
The vast majority -- 88 percent -- 

opposed separating illegal immigrant 
families while they are in the U.S., and 
they blamed the Trump administra-
tion for the policy. On the other hand, 
55 percent said illegal immigrant fam-
ilies should be held in custody "until a 
judge reviews their case" -- essentially 
the new Trump detention policy.

Put the numbers together, and a 
substantial majority said illegal border 
crossers, and the children they 
brought, should be returned to their 
home countries. To that end, 80 per-
cent favored hiring more immigration 

judges "to process 
people in custody 
faster." 

Penn's polling 
found other results 
broadly favorable to 
the Trump approach 
to immigration.

For example, Penn 
asked, "Do you think we need stricter 
or looser enforcement of our immigra-
tion laws?" Seventy percent said strict-
er, while 30 percent said looser.

Penn asked whether respondents 
"support or oppose building a combi-
nation of physical and electronic barri-
ers across the U.S.-Mexico border." 
Sixty percent supported the barriers, 
while 40 percent did not. Sixty-one 
percent said current border security is 
inadequate.

"Overall, Americans want to show 
compassion for those that are here, 
but want much tougher enforcement 
of immigration laws," Penn said.

And if Penn's findings are correct, 
most Americans are now closer to 
President Trump than present-day 
Democratic leaders.

Byron York is chief political correspon-
dent for The Washington Examiner.

   

Fixin' a list of
favorite sayings

I’m not ashamed of my Southern 
twang, even though my Northern 
suitemate from Ohio poked fun of 
me often in college. Time and time 
again when traveling, I’ve been 
asked “Where are you from?” or 
“Are you from the South?” just for 
affirmation of what was already 
assumed, I’m sure.  

This even happened while I was 
honeymooning in New York with a 
saleswoman commenting, “Wow, I 
didn’t know people really talk like 
that. I thought it was exaggerated in 
movies.” (Insert eye-rolling emoji 
here.) Ross chuckled, I did not.

I love a good Southern idiom and 
I refuse to censor my usage of them. 
It’s almost like having a secret lan-
guage. Lucky for me, my family 
uses plenty of Southern slang in 
nearly every conversation so I feel 
quite versed on each expression 
known to Southern man.

It’s hard to narrow down our 
most used sayings, but I’ve kept 
count over the past month by jotting 
down and tallying which were used 
more frequently. Here’s what I 
recorded between family, in-laws 
and friends.

• “Y’all” – Contraction of ‘you all’ 
(Hands down the winner)

• “Nervous as a long-tailed cat in 
a room full of rocking chairs” – To 
be skiddish, jumpy (This is a fav of 
my father-in-law. That’s right, I’ll 
calling you out Randy!)

• “Preaching to the choir” – 
Making a point to someone who 
agrees with your position (It’s an 
election year so I’m hearing this one 
a lot.)

• “Pot calling the kettle black” – 
Guilty of the same thing you’re 
accusing the other of (Again, it’s an 
election year.)

• “Fixin' To” – You’re about to do 
something (My niece says this quite 
a bit.) 

• “Hold Your Horses” – Stop right 
there (I use this when my niece is 
around.)

• “Well, I S'wanee” – This is a 
way around swearing so I guess it’s 
technically an euphemism for “Well, 
I swear” 

• "I trust him as far as I can throw 
him.” – (I’ve heard this one quite a 
bit while working in editorial, but 
my grandparents have also used this 
saying for as long as I can remem-
ber.)

• “Do what?” – This means you 
didn’t quite hear it the first time and 
you need the person to repeat their 
previous statement (I say this more 
than I should.)

• “The apple doesn’t fall far from 
the tree.” – This means a child usu-
ally has similar qualities to his or her 
parents.

Let’s face it, things in the South 
are done differently than in the 
North. My grandma saves bacon 
grease, has biscuits and molasses 
ready on Christmas morning and 
makes snow cream in the winter. 

Other Southern peculiarities that I 
absolutely love is when I go in for a 
handshake and get a hug, watching 
kids catching lightning bugs during 
outdoor shindigs and talking to 
complete strangers in public just to 
be friendly.

I’m blessed to be a Tennessean. 
Standard reporter Lacy Garrison can 

be reached at 473-2191.
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Last week, it was a news-
room in Annapolis, 
Maryland. About a month 
ago, it was Santa Fe High 
School in Texas. And in 
February, it was a high 
school in Parkland, Florida. 
Regardless of our politics, 
there couldn't be any stron-
ger warning sign that some-
thing is going wrong in our 
country than the prevalence 
of mass shootings.

So we were more than a 
little encouraged recently 
when folks from the Texas-
based Laura and John 
Arnold Foundation stopped 
by our offices to talk about 
an initiative they've 
launched to do something 
about this problem.

There are a lot of people 
who call for something to 
be done, but what stands 
out about the Arnold 
Foundation's work is that it 
attempts to bridge the polit-
ical divide that stymies dis-
cussion. The foundation 
focuses on taking the first 
crucial step of gathering 
information before offering 
policy prescriptions.

Here is what the Arnold 
Foundation is doing: Over 
the next five years, it has 
pledged to spend $20 mil-
lion on research into gun 
violence, and efforts to 
encourage others to engage 
in such research. In the 
short run, the foundation 
hopes to raise an additional 
$30 million in private funds. 

And the foundation is also 
collaborating with the Rand 
Corp. to collect and analyze 
evidence needed to ascer-
tain what could make a 
meaningful difference.

In the long run, the foun-
dation's goal is more ambi-
tious. It hopes to spark a 
massive — private and gov-
ernment — research effort. 
The ultimate aim, of course, 
is to draw the federal gov-
ernment into the research 
effort. That would provide 
substantial dollars as well 
as pull in talented research-
ers from across the country.

If this sounds like so 
many previous efforts, it's 
not. In this case, the Arnold 
Foundation is reaching out 
to organizations that sup-
port gun rights — including 
the National Rifle 
Association — and is start-
ing from the premise that 
the Second Amendment 
protects gun ownership in 
America. Those working on 
this initiative hope that the 
Heller decision, in which 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld the individual right 
to own guns, can be used to 
change the national narra-
tive so gun enthusiasts can 
feel empowered to work 
with others to find new 
ways to reduce gun vio-
lence.
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We should all work
to lessen gun violence

Q: As we pause to celebrate 
Independence Day, would you say 
America is moving more in the right 
direction or wrong direction?

RIGHT or WRONG
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