
“The police, paramedics 
and the fire department 
came,” said Milton, who 
chuckled. “It was a big to-do. 
Everyone was really nice 
and very helpful. When you 
call for help, they send it. I 
was thankful for it.”

The bite caused a lacera-
tion on her left calf which 
required five stitches to 
close.

Milton says she lost four 
days of work and her sense 
of security around roaming 
dogs.

“They were border collies. 
I didn’t think I was in any 
danger. I had pepper spray 
with me, but it wasn’t in my 
hand. Like I said, I didn’t 
think I was in danger. I know 
better now. When I see any 
dog roaming loose, I get very 
nervous. I’m scared when I 
wasn’t before. This situation 

has affected me.”
She added, “I hope people 

read this and keep their dogs 
on their property. It doesn’t 
matter what kind of breed 
you have. They shouldn’t be 
allowed to roam freely. 
Westwood is such a beauti-
ful area. I see people walking 
all the time. What if it had 
been a small child? This situ-
ation could have been a lot 

worse. Thankfully, it wasn’t 
a small child.” 

McMinnville Animal 
Control officer David 
Denton confirmed with the 
dog’s owners that it is cur-
rent on rabies vaccination. 
The dog was left in the own-
er’s custody and a verbal 
warning was given for viola-
tion of city ordinance against 
dogs roaming at large.
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PUBLISHER'S

Pics
Standard publisher Pat Zechman has been in the 

newspaper business for over 50 years. Zechman 
wants to give back to the community and the Stan-
dard alike and it has led her to creating the Publish-
er's Pics feature. This week's pictures are from Aug. 
1971. Look for more Publisher's Pics on the Southern 
Standard Facebook page.

The application period for 
the Tennessee Agricultural 
Enhancement Program is 
approaching. Please mark 
your calendars. 

The 2018 application peri-
od is Oct. 1-15. For those 
who were approved for 
genetics, grain storage, hay 
storage, livestock feed stor-
age, working facility cover, 
poultry grower, or producer 
diversification during the 
2017 application period, you 
are required to submit all 
reimbursement requests by 
Sept. 1, 2018. 

It is hoped the new appli-
cations will be available by 
the middle of August. As 
usual we will try to get the 
applications posted around 
our local agri-businesses or 
you can go online to view 
the application and apply 
during the Oct. 1-15 applica-
tion period at: www.tn.gov/
agriculture/farms/taep.
html. 

ECONOMIC CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF AGRICULTURE 

PER COUNTY

The importance of agricul-
ture to the state of Tennessee 

is undeniable, accounting for 
9 percent of the state’s econ-
omy and $57.6 billion in out-
put. A new report from the 
University of Tennessee 
Institute of Agriculture 
reveals the economic impact 
of agriculture by county. 

Online reports for each of 
Tennessee’s 95 counties are 
available on an interactive 
map. In the reports, agricul-
ture includes crop and live-
stock production, food and 
fiber processing, such as ice 
cream plants and textile 
mills, farm inputs, such as 
fertilizer plants and feed 
mills, and forestry-based 
products, such as sawmills 
and paper mills. 

Reports include the 
multiplier effect, which is 
the impact of agriculture 
on the non-agricultural 
part of the economy. 

Examples of the multipli-
er effect include farmers 
and other agricultural 
businesses purchasing 
local inputs, such as utili-
ties, and local spending 
by agricultural workers 
and owner operators. 
Each report provides an 
estimate of agriculture’s 
contribution to output — 
dollar value of sales — 
and jobs for the county in 
question. 

For example, activity 
in agriculture and the 
resulting multiplier 
effect are responsible for 
$1.017 billion in sales 
and 4,003 jobs in Weakley 
County.

To access the reports, 
go to ageconomicimpact.
tennessee.edu and click 
on the county of interest. 
The webpage also pro-
vides training materials 
for those who wish to 
learn more about the 
method of analysis used 
to generate the reports. 

Contact: Heath Nokes, 
UT-TSU Extension Warren 
County, 473-8484, hnokes@
utk.edu.

Enhancement program
applications approaching
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Zavogiannis makes justice more
accessible to Van Buren County

The road to justice has 
gotten shorter for resi-
dents of Van Buren 
County.

District Attorney 
General Lisa Zavogiannis 
has opened an office in 
Spencer for the conve-
nience of residents in that 
area. It’s located at 121 
Taft Drive in the new 
county administrative 
complex.

“It’s been something 
we’ve been trying to do 
for the past 12 years,” said 
Zavogiannis, who is in the 
middle of her second 
term. “We’ve never had a 
full-time, five-day-a-week 
office up there in Spencer.”

Rhonda Williamson is 
assigned to staff the office 
full-time. Zavogiannis 
and her staff will be avail-
able as needed.

“We’ve had a steady 
stream every day,” said 
Zavogiannis. “We’re 

proud to be able to pro-
vide this service. We’ve 
always taken good care of 
the citizens of Van Buren 
County, but this will give 
them much better access 

to our office. They don’t 
have to drive 30 miles to 
talk to someone in per-
son.”

The phone number is 
(931) 946-5012. 

Lisa Zavogiannis has opened a District Attor-
ney’s Office in Spencer. Pictured, front row, from 
left, are Zavogiannis and Rhonda Williamson. 
Back row, Matt Colvard and Randal Gilliam.

by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Lacy Garrison photo
A new school year has begun, but top employees from last year are be-

ing recognized. Warren County School’s Classified Employee of the Year 
for 2017-18 is WCHS scholarship coordinator Debbie Jennings, right, while 
Hickory Creek librarian Lydia Taylor has been named Certified Employee of 
the Year for 2017-18.
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