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ARLO AND JANIS® by Jimmy Johnson

"YOU WERE 50

WHENWE
FOUND YOU!

'FOR SEVERAL DAYS, WE
WERENT 50RE YOU
WOULD MAKE IT/*

g o

"BUT 5000 ENOUGH,
YOU TURNED THE CORNER!’

LOEAPUAS BTN SHAIPL!

'WE TRIED BUT DIDN'T FIND
WHERE YOU CAME FROM*

FRANK & ERNEST® by Bob Thaves
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I'M SORRY, $IR, THAT LOOPHOLE
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THE GRIZZWELLS® by Bill Schorr
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BIG NATE® by Lincoln Peirce

SLYTHERIN? HOw
CAN THE SORTING
HAT SAY IT'M A
SLYTHERIN?

OH, CHAD, 1175
ONLY A SiLLY
ONLINE Quiz!

YEAH, ITS PROBABLY
JUST A COMPUTER

\( GLITCH!

BUT WHAT IF

WHAT IF, DEEP DOWN,

I HAVE A DARK
SIDE ? WHAT IF IM
LIKE ANOTHER

VOLDEMORT ?
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ALLEY OOP by Jack and Carole Bender

C'MON, WIZER!?
HURRY UP AN' PUT,
YOUR SUIT ON SO
WE CAN GO HOME!

WAIT, OOP? | WANT
MORE TIME TO TALK TO
DOC ABOUT HIS 21°7
CENTURY POWERS!
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WHY, YOU HAVE POWER OVER
LIGHT AND DARK! YOU CAN
CONTROL THE CLIMATE, AND YOU
CAN SUMMON FIRE INSTANTLY?

THEN YOU'LL HAVEY
TO LOSE THE

.. AND YOUR
SPONGEBOB
LUNCHBOX !

THE BORN LOSER™" by Art & Chip Sansom

P l6H . T NEED SOME REST
AND RELAYATION \F ONLY 1
COULD TAKE A VACATION! ‘
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TAKE ONE!
TWILL
TAKE
CAREOF
THINGS WHILE
NOURE. AWAY,

AN

&'_/Ch\‘??/w www.gocomics.com/the-born.

WELL,YOU'RE THE BOSS—

P00 TRINK T COULD RELAK. Y

KNOWING YOU WERE IN CHARGE!
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HERMAN® by jim Unger
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“I'm fixing up the room. Her mother’s
coming to stay with us for a week.”

REALITY CHECK® by Dave Whamond

AT THE MOVIES

'BlacKkKlansman'
IS daring, essential

(AP) - In 1979, a man named Ron
Stallworth who was the first African-
American police officer and detective
in the Colorado Springs Police
Department also became a card-carry-
ing member of the Ku Klux Klan and
the leader of the local chapter. He
would send a white co-worker to play
him for in-person meetings as part of
the wild undercover operation, but
Stallworth was the one on the phone,
insisting his hatred for non-white
races with everyone from the local
chapter members to the KKK's “grand
wizard” David Duke himself.

It’s Stallworth’s story that provides
the framework for Spike Lee’s blister-
ing new film, “BlacKkKlansman,” but
hardly the full picture. Deceptively
epic in scope, in “BlacKkKlansman”
Lee has made an
immensely enter-
taining film about
everything
love, friendship,
ambition,  civil
rights, the power

be in-person Ron, which turns out to
be a headache of its own when one
of The Organization’s members,
Felix (Jasper Paakkonen), starts to
suspect that he might actually be
Jewish.

These scenes are riveting to watch,
infused with a perfectly executed
tension as Flip carefully navigates
his way through meetings and inter-
actions with the group, including
the docile chapter leader Walter
(Ryan Eggold), the maniacally sinis-
ter Felix and the perpetually drunk
and dumb Ivanhoe (Paul Walter
Hauser). They are, on the whole,
dopes used for comedic effect, but
there is something else going on
below the surface. You're always
keenly aware that these shadowy,
back bar racists
could with the
right leader
become the main-
stream.

The acting is
expert through-

of words and
images to uplift
and destroy and the various shades
and ideologies of racism and revolu-
tion that will leave you craving anoth-
er viewing.

John David Washington (Denzel
Washington’s son) plays Ron
Stallworth, a composed and deliber-
ate man who isn’t afraid to ask for
what he wants, whether it’s a job or a
quick promotion out of the dreaded
records room and into undercover
work.

Many around him are quick to
throw labels and make assumptions
about what he can and can’t do. His
co-worker calls him a toad, because
of his race. His black student union
girlfriend, Patrice, asks if he’s a pig
(i.e. a cop). At work, he seems
extreme — a rookie suggesting a
dangerous undercover operation to
infiltrate the KKK. In life, he seems
compliant. As Patrice (a brilliant
Laura Harrier) tells him, meaningful
change is impossible when working
within the structures of a racist sys-
tem.

But Ron has a plan to infiltrate
The Organization, and a few around
him like the police chief (Robert
John Burke), and two detectives,
Flip Zimmerman (Adam Driver)
and Jimmy Creek (Michael Buscemi)
are at least willing to go along with
it for a while. Flip draws the card to

out with stand-
out performances
by Washington and Driver, especial-
ly, who gets a powerful arc. The
supporting cast is also notably
strong, including Harrier and
Topher Grace as David Duke, who is
attempting to take The Organization
into the mainstream with a gentle-
manly demeanor, polished suits and
a politician’s smile.

Mind you, “BlacKkKlansman” is
not a subtle film and is often repeti-
tive where it least needs it.
Stallworth’s “white voice” and racist
musings over the phone are perfect-
ly used a few times, until the effect
eventually begins to dull.

But it is an exhilarating, distress-
ing, funny and profound film, with
one of the more memorable film
scores in years, from composer
Terence Blanchard. Every frame is
packed with meaning and metaphor
from the opening, the famous crane
shot from Victor Fleming’s “Gone
With the Wind,” onward to the sins
of the present day. It's a Spike Lee
joint that is not to be missed.

“BlacKklansman,” a Focus
Features release, is rated R by the
Motion Picture Association of
America for “language throughout,
including racial epithets, and for dis-
turbing/violent material and some
sexual references.” Running time:
135 minutes.
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1 Raggedy doll 41 Ta-ta, in Turin
g & reimo T 2] Z I Z OR[R 0
11 Dijon dad 45“’:"32%35 RIAID|1|O|SMSIE|IN|I|O|R
12 Give out showman O|CIE[LIO|THIN|E|T|T|L E
sparingly | 47 Ebbets Field [T|E/A[LINOIU] | AlLIS
14 — — snail’s great
pace 50 Kimono SITIUMPIER
15 Cirapiea” closer LIADIMV[TIAIMJ|! [V[E
51 Vita
roses 54 Denials | ICIEJAIXIEMMD|E|FIEIAT
}g $arpet pile gg ftepairatoe Z/ | N|IGIEIRO|C|TIA|VE
oung ncite
screecher 57 Arbitrary D Y ED S|GIT LIE T
19 Halfway degree SIOUIRIE|S|T
21 Latin | verb gg hllauna — 1TIT KIO/A O/D|OIR
23 Furniture eaning
wood Tower site T|R|U|D|G|E RIA|T| I |ON
24 Police busts CIUIRI| I |OlS SICIAILIPIS
27 Turns right DOWN
29 Channels 1 Fitting HIEININJA EILIL S.
14-83, once 2 Despot 6 Lawyer’s 13 Fixed a
30 Unthrifty who fiddled thing manuscript
34 Rubdowns 3 Limned 7 Flower part 16 Reduced
37 Magda’s 4 Raised one’s 8 Black and amount
sister voice white animal 20 Ricky Ricardo
38 Comedian’s 5 Throws 9 Celery piece 22 Wading birds
fall off heat 10 Masking — 24 Jamaican
Want more puzzles? export
Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books 25 Gleeful shout
at QuillDriverBooks.com 26 Maybes
28 Dawn
S ° ° goddess
30 Links org.
31 Valuable
stone
32 Filmdom’s
Gardner
33 Vegas lead-in
35 Stretch
across
36 Approximately
39 Colors to
match
40 Depletes
(2 wds.)
41 Henry
— Lodge
42 Dublin natives
44 Sports venue
45 Rhine port
46 Brown-bag
contents
48 Hindu attire
49 Joule
fractions
54 55 56 52 — -Magnon
53 Roll-call vote
57 58 59
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