Look ma, no claws

Lisa Hobbs photo

This green-eyed beauty needs a home. She has been de-clawed and spayed.
Her adoption fee can be waived for the right home. Warren County Animal
Control and Adoption Center is located at 169 Paws Trail. Serious inquires

only may call 507-3647.

McQueen defends achievement
testing in Tennessee schools

By BILL ZECHMAN

Special to the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Despite the widespread
criticism of student achieve-
ment testing in Tennessee, a
clear majority of Tennessee
teachers report the assess-
ment process has made
them better at their job, the
state’s Commissioner of
Education, Dr. Candice
McQueen, told the Rotary
Club of McMinnville on
Thursday.

McQueen indicated 71
percent of educators say
evaluation has led to
improvements in their teach-
ing, quoting from the 2018
statewide educator survey
conducted by her
Department of Education.

She added 65 percent of
teachers “reported they feel
more empowered, versus
constrained, to teach in ways
they feel are best for their
students.”

The state’s climb in nation-
al educational rankings has
been a hard-won success,
and there are areas where
progress has been uneven at
best. But the three-year-old
Tennessee Succeeds initia-
tive has set out definite,
transparent goals and has
ramped up the accountabili-
ty for all players, from class-
room teachers and students
to political leaders and the
general citizenry, McQueen
emphasized.

Among those targets is
placement in the top half of
states in the National
Assessment of Education
Progress (NAEP), popularly
known as “the nation’s
scorecard,” by 2019.

Already, Tennessee has
“moved into the top half in
both grade 4 and 8 science,
and all other rankings are
solidly in the 30s -- up from a
decade ago, when we were
consistently a bottom 10
state,” McQueen said. Last
year, the Volunteer State was
recognized for charting the
fastest educational improve-
ment in the nation.

While schools systems
and states are often
appraised on the basis of
high school performance --
notably in ACT scores and
placement of graduates in

Education Commissioner Dr. Candice McQueen
contends a vast majority of teachers enjoy the

evaluation process.

top universities -- parents
and communities must real-
ize the foundation for all
future success is built in the
earliest grades.

That's why the second
goal in Tennessee Succeeds
calls for 76 percent of
third-graders to be proficient
in reading by 2025. The Read
to Be Ready emphasis and
summer reading camps for
pupils with the greatest
needs are just a couple of
elements to strengthen early
childhood literacy. Parents
are reminded of the lifelong
advantages to be gained in
reading at least 20 minutes a
day to their children from
birth until they can effective-
ly read on their own.

Preparing students for the
high-tech, knowledge-inten-
sive jobs of the present and
the future, the commissioner
stated, is another major
objective. Already, Tennessee
“has increased by 70 percent
the number of advanced
manufacturing courses in
high schools.”

One of the state’s top
achievers in that area is
Warren County High School,
the first secondary school in
the nation to offer a com-
plete, self-contained pro-
gram leading to certification
in Mechatronics, an interna-
tionally recognized standard
in automated and comput-
er-assisted manufacturing.
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and plants year round.
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Hair-brained thieves
steal $20,00 in wigs

Armed thieves in New
Delhi, India, left a craftsman
deep in debt after they made
off with 500 pounds of wigs
and raw hair worth more
than $20,000 on July 27,
according to the Associated
Press. “People think wigs are
cheap, but they cost a for-
tune to make,” wig-maker
Jahangir Hussain said. In
fact, he had borrowed more
than $17,000 to buy hair last
month from South Indian
wholesalers. India exports
wigs and hair extensions to
the tune of $300 million a
year; much of the raw mate-
rials are collected at Hindu
temples where people shave
their heads as a religious
sacrifice, a practice called
tonsuring.

PROBLEM-SOLVER

The list of offenses was
long  when  Franklyn
Williams, 32, appeared in
Cuyahoga County (Ohio)
Common Pleas Court on
July 31 to be sentenced for
aggravated robbery, kidnap-
ping, theft, misuse of credit
cards and more - including
cutting off his ankle bracelet
late last year and fleeing to
Nebraska, where he claimed
he was hit over the head and
lost his memory.

But it was his courtroom
behavior that spurred Judge
John Russo to call for an
extreme measure: During
the hearing, Williams would
not stop talking, even inter-
rupting his own lawyers
repeatedly over about 30
minutes. Finally, Russo
ordered deputies to tape the
defendant’s mouth shut,
reported FOX 8 in Cleveland.
Williams continued to talk
until deputies applied more
tape, and finally Russo sen-
tenced him to 24 years in
prison.

SO MANY QUESTIONS

When an employee of
Sarabeth’s restaurant in
New York City opened the
walk-in freezer door on Aug.
5,aman jumped out, yelling,
“Away from me, Satan!” and
grabbed a knife from the
kitchen, which he used to
threaten restaurant staff.
Carlton Henderson, 54, of

Cave Creek, Ariz., struggled
with workers but eventually
fell unconscious and was
transported to Mount Sinai
St. Luke’s Hospital, where
he was pronounced dead,
the New York Post reported.
Authorities don’t know
(1) why and how he entered
the freezer and (2) why he
died, but they did determine
he was charged last year
with two 1988 cold-case
murders in Boston. He had
been released on bail the
week before the freezer inci-
dent and was scheduled to
appear in court on Aug. 14.

BRIGHT IDEA!

Zemarcuis Devon Scott,
18, of Texarkana, Ark.,
REALLY wanted to attend a
rap concert in another state,
so on July 4 he executed his
plan to get there: Scott was
seen by Texarkana Regional
Airport security officers
around 2:30 a.m. jumping a
fence and trying to get into
an American Eagle twin-en-
gine jet parked there. When
police arrived, Scott was
inside the cockpit, sitting in
the pilot’s seat, the Texarkana
Gazette reported. Scott, not a
licensed pilot, told officers
he thought there wasn't
much more to flying a plane
than pushing buttons and
pulling levers. On July 31, he
was charged with commer-
cial burglary and attempted
theft; he’s been grounded at
Miller County jail.

NERD ALERT

Who knew? Apparently
the unofficial “uniform”
for Bay Area techies and
venture capital investors is
a vest, so the ]apanese
company Uniqlo is cashing
in with a vest vending
machine at the San
Francisco International
Airport. The airport’s pub-
lic information officer,
Doug Yakel, says the
machine is no joke; it earns
$10,000 a month on aver-
age. Do the math: At $49.90
apiece, the company is
selling about 200 of its

ultra-light down vests
each month. “This is the
first time we’ve had cloth-
ing available for sale from
a vending machine, which
we thought was very
unique,”  Yakel  told
Business Insider.

COMPELLING
EXPLANATION

In Bluffton, S.C., 32-year-
old Lauren Elizabeth
Cutshaw informed police
officers she was a former
cheerleader, sorority girl,
good student and National
Honor Society member
after they pulled her over
at 1:45 a.m. on Aug. 4 for
running a stop sign at 30
mph over the speed limit.
According to The Island
Packet, she also told offi-
cers she shouldn’t be
arrested because she’s a
“very clean, thoroughbred,
white girl.” She said she’d
had only two glasses of
wine, but then allowed, “I
mean, I was celebrating
my  birthday.” Police
arrested her anyway and
booked her into Beaufort
County Detention Center.

QUESTIONABLE
JUDGMENT

Farah Hashi, 25, of
Newport, Wales, is “mad
about cars,” so while he
was visiting friends in
Dubai, they arranged for
him to drive a $350,000
Lamborghini Huracan.
Hashi, who has one leg
shorter than the other
and typically drives a
custom Vauxhall Corsa
mobility car, took full
advantage: He was
caught on roadside cam-
eras 33 times in less than
four hours on Aug. 7 as
he reached a top speed of
150 mph and racked up
more than $47,000 in
speeding fines.

Send your weird news
items with subject line

WEIRD NEWS to
WeirdNewsTips@amuni-
versal.com.

26958



	Page 1A
	Page 2A
	Page 3A
	Page 4A
	Page 5A
	Page 6A
	Page 7A
	Page 8A
	Page 1B
	Page 2B
	Page 3B
	Page 4B
	1-C Page
	2-C Page
	3-C Page
	4-C Page
	5-C Page
	6-C Page
	Page 1D
	Page 2D
	Page 3D
	Page 4D
	Page 5D
	Page 6D

