
It seems every week I get another 
letter from my hospital saying that 
one of my doctors has resigned, and 
that I can choose from the following 
list of health care providers. The list 
seems to shrink each time around. 
There's one M.D. on the list, along 
with several P.A.s, RPNs and a few 
titles I haven't heard of. 

Why are my doctors all resigning? 
Is it me? Was it something I said? 
Doc, I was just joking when I said, 
"That's all right, not everyone can 
graduate first in their class." 

I wonder if he's real-
ly resigning, or if 
they're shoving him 
out the door. Is it about 
money? Something 
tells me it's all about 
money. I say that 
because it always is. 

Who do I complain 
to when my doctor 
leaves? The person who answers the 
phone? Could anyone possibly have 
less say in how a hospital is run 
than the person who answers the 
phone? Oh, yeah, I forgot -- there is 
no person who answers the phone 
at the hospital anymore. It's just a 
machine. Did all the humans resign? 
Why didn't I get a letter about that? 
If you do get to speak to a person 
on the phone, they always want you 
to answer a few survey questions 
after the call. All the questions are 
about the person who answered the 
phone. I want to answer questions 
about the idiots who run the place. 
The receptionist isn't the reason my 
doctors keep resigning; it's the 
administrators. When do I get to 
answer a survey about them?

I've taken to asking my friends for 
doctor recommendations. Bob said, 
"I was going to ask you. I haven't 
had a doctor since 2010. My old one 
said he didn't get into medicine to 
fill out forms, and then he left the 
country."

They always say to get a second 
opinion. I'm having a hard time get-
ting a first opinion. Who will refill 
my prescriptions? On one recent 
change of "health care providers," as 
my mail-order prescription compa-
ny calls everyone in the business, 

my new GP hadn't 
even heard of some 
of the pills I was 
taking. So who do I 
trust? The old doc-
tor or the new one? 

"Are you still see-
ing Western doc-
tors?" my niece 
Sylvia asked me. 

"Apparently not," I said.
"I know a good herbalist," she 

said. I wondered if she knew any 
bad ones. And how she would 
know the difference.

So what can you do? I picked a 
random name off the new, shorter 
list of health care providers. I hope 
this one doesn't resign before she 
orders refills of the stuff that makes 
me tired and the stuff that makes 
me queasy and the stuff that keeps 
me from drinking grapefruit juice. 

Sometimes I wonder if I would be 
better off stopping that drug and 
drinking the juice instead. But what 
do I know? I'm not an administra-
tor.

Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.jim@
gmail.com.

In Washington in the 1990s, it was 
a sure bet that whenever conserva-
tive journalists and activists got 
together, the conversation turned to 
the Clintons, Kenneth Starr and the 
Whitewater investigation. There 
was a good bit of what one editor 
memorably called "hush-hush and 
heavy breathing" when insiders dis-
cussed momentous developments 
that were surely on the way. 
Somebody knew somebody who 
had heard from somebody close to 
Starr that big indictments were 
imminent -- just around the corner. 

The big indictments were just 
around the corner in 1995, in 1996, 
in 1997. They didn't come. Then, in 
1998, the Lewinsky 
scandal seemed to fall 
into the laps of 
anti-Clinton types. But 
even as the scandal 
rolled toward 
impeachment, some 
on the right still 
looked for indictments 
in the matters that had 
raised Republican hopes over the 
years: Whitewater, Filegate, 
Travelgate, the Rose Law Firm bill-
ing records, the death of Vincent 
Foster and more. 

But 1998 passed, and then 1999, 
and then 2000 without the anticipat-
ed indictments. Bill and Hillary 
Clinton left office bruised by 
impeachment but without the crimi-
nal charges their adversaries once 
believed were coming. 

Now, it is not unusual to encoun-
ter anti-Trumpers who believe big 
indictments from Trump-Russia 
special counsel Robert Mueller are 
just around the corner. 

One doesn't have to wander 
around the anti-Trump web to see 
similar sentiments, not just about 
Manafort but about other top fig-
ures in the Trump circle. The indict-
ments are on the way. 

Mueller has indeed indicted a lot 
of people. But to this point, no one 
around President Trump has been 
charged with colluding, or conspir-
ing, with Russia to influence the 
2016 election. 

Mueller has charged 32 people 
and three companies. Four individ-
uals are former Trump aides. One is 
a lawyer in London loosely connect-
ed to the Manafort case. One is a 
California man charged in relation 
to the Russian troll farm. And the 
great majority of those charged, 29, 
are Russians or Russian companies 
out of Mueller's reach. 

So far, Mueller has five guilty 
pleas, one trial under way, and 29 

cases that are prob-
ably never going to 
go anywhere. 

Starr accom-
plished a lot, too. 
While best remem-
bered for pursuing 
the Lewinsky affair, 
Starr got 15 convic-
tions over the 

course of his investigation. 
Now Mueller is conducting his 

first trial, and he might well win a 
conviction. If that happens, look for 
the special counsel's cheerleaders to 
declare that this is just the begin-
ning. 

Maybe it will be. Or maybe it 
won't. 

Perhaps there will be more indict-
ments from Mueller. Perhaps, say, 
Roger Stone will be charged for 
something related to his business 
affairs, or there will be other charges 
against other people unrelated to 
collusion. In the end, though, it's 
likely the report will be what 
Mueller is remembered for, while 
those big new indictments remain 
just around the corner.

Byron York is chief political corre-
spondent for The Washington 
Examiner.

I'm proud to be a 
McMinnville native
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Westwood is a magical little neigh-
borhood. I’m genuinely smitten. A 
lady from Chicago even came into 
editorial today bragging about the 
beauty of it. 

I believe it has something to do 
with the sweet, well-tended homes 
near the river surrounded by foliage. 
I particularly adore seeing kiddos 
enjoying a family stroll down the 
street, waving in recognition as 
neighbors pass by and seeing pets 
laying lazily in their owner’s big 
yards. These things just weren’t a 
part of condo living for us in 
Cookeville.

There’s also something humbling 
about the simplicity here. I really 
don’t understand the big city mental-
ity. Why do some people feel like 
their social status is elevated because 
they live in places like Nashville, 
Brentwood or Franklin? Don’t get me 
wrong, small town life isn’t for every-
one. Just don't knock my town 
because you think it doesn’t measure 
up to your city slicker lifestyle. 

I’ve lived in Nashville and I still 
visit regularly so I’m well aware that 
there are more food options, more 
retail stores and more to do. You 
know what else it has -  more people, 
more traffic and a higher cost of liv-
ing. So see, there are pros and cons 
no matter where you chose to reside.

When I reflect on why I love living 
here, it’s really because of the people 
- friends, family and an easy sense of 
community. I used to hate that every-
body knows everybody, but I remem-
ber feeling lonely in Nashville as I 
worked on completing my degree. 

Now that I’m back in McMinnville, 
I get to stop by Grandma’s occasion-
ally for lunch, accept a dinner invite 
from my mother-in-law Lisa and 
have fixed dinner dates on Tuesday 
with Dwight and Nicole. Ross and I 
can now set fitness goals (that we’ll 
keep) and workout with my Uncle 
Marc and Aunt Melinda. I’m so excit-
ed to establish a gym family here.

As someone striving to pursue a 
healthy lifestyle, I enjoy swinging by 
Depot Bottom Country Store for a 
chef salad or getting a Green 
Goddess juice with some veggie soup 
from Juicy’s Wellness Café. Still, the 
best part is the quick chat with my 
friend India or the Young family as I 
wait for my lunch.

I know what you’re thinking, 
“Sheesh, once you’ve been back 
awhile, you’ll be whistling another 
tune.” You’re not entirely wrong. As I 
mentioned before, there are cons, but 
for me, the pros heavily outweigh 
them. (Side note: If you haven’t seen 
the promo video on Visit 
McMinnville, TN Facebook page, go 
watch it for a little McMinnville pride 
boost.)

It’s all about perception. Maybe 
you’re feeling like the chorus to 
“Wide Open Spaces” (which is a 
Dixie Chicks classic).

“She needs wide open spaces 
 Room to make her big mistakes 
 She needs new faces…”
When you’re feeling this way, try 

to reflect on the positives. Maybe 
you’re like me and your dreams shift-
ed, don’t let other people’s varied 
definitions of success belittle your 
happiness. Just look for the simple 
joys, stop comparing yourself to the 
fallacies of Instagram and let yourself 
be happy!

Standard reporter Lacy Garrison 
can be reached at 473-2191.
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Will indictments turn corner?

guest editorial

The August primary elec-
tion is behind us now and 
Tennesseans have narrowed 
their choices for senator, 
governor, and federal and 
state legislators.

The general election can-
didates may be tempted to 
pick wedge issues to drive 
their turnout.

However, if they are real-
ly committed to public ser-
vice and the greater good, 
they should address those 
things that affect 
Tennesseans' daily lives.

They should also be able 
to explain to voters how 
they can and will do some-
thing about it.

Here are a few topics for 
candidates to consider:

Our leaders need to 
ensure that Tennessee's 
economy stays strong.

That means ensuring 
access to jobs, a climate that 
will be inviting to business 
relocations and opportuni-
ties to benefit from a global 
economy.

Bipartisan groups of 
elected officials agree 
President Trump's tariff pol-
icy is detrimental to seg-
ments of our economy, like 
Tennessee farmers or auto 
manufacturers.

Agricultural production 
generates more than $3 bil-
lion annually, per the 
Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture. Eighty-seven 
of Tennessee's 95 counties 
have auto operations.

Nashville is the private 
hospital capital of the 
United States, but 
Tennessee has some of the 
worst health outcomes in 
the nation.

Tennessee also has the 
second highest level of opi-
oid prescriptions per capita 
in the nation, and the fatali-
ties from overdoses grow 
every year.

Earlier this year, the 
Tennessee General 
Assembly passed Gov. Bill 
Haslam's $30 million invest-
ment in opioid regulation, 
law enforcement and treat-
ment.

It is a good step, but that 
only starts to address the 
scope of the problem.

In 2017, President Trump 
declared an opioid emer-
gency, and our members of 
Congress need to make sure 
Tennessee is getting the 
money and assistance to 
address this crisis.

Another emergency is 
that Tennessee now has the 
highest per capita rate of 
rural hospital closures in 
the country.

Tennessee legislators 
have refused to expand 
Medicaid in the state, but 
they have pursued no other 
alternatives to this problem, 
and our vulnerable resi-
dents need access to quality 
health care.

Despite excellent schools 
across the state like 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, Vanderbilt 
University and University 
of Memphis, too few 
Tennesseans have a degree 
to place them in the jobs of 
today and tomorrow, which 
require more skills and 
training.

the tennessean

State lawmakers have 
plenty of issues to face

Q: Do you think tennessee should 
use the death penalty?

 YES: 78%
 NO: 22%
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