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Tommy Myers has apprehended 
an elusive title.

Myers secured a razor-thin mar-
gin of victory in the race for Warren 
County Sheriff on Thursday night, 
edging second-place finisher Marc 
Martin by 72 votes.

In a six-man battle, Myers gained 
24.78 percent of the vote, while 
Martin finished with 24.06 percent.

“Right now I just want to breathe 

for a minute,” said Myers shortly 
after winning the tightest race of 
the night. “This has been a long 
year. I’m overwhelmed with all 
kinds of emotions. There’s no way 
I could have done this without the 
support of my friends and family.”

Candidates for sheriff fielded 
questions from all over the spec-
trum about their priorities if elect-
ed. Myers said he realizes he will 
have much to do.

In a race with six candidates 
with differing law enforcement 
backgrounds, voters showed they 

are well pleased with the direction 
of the Sheriff’s Department. Myers 
is the current chief deputy, just 
edging Martin who is the current 
chief investigator.

Highway patrolman Rodney 
Whiles finished with 22.3 percent 
of the vote. Billy Joe Crouch, also a 
current member of the Sheriff’s 
Department, was fourth with 13.8 
percent. John Morgan, a 40-year 
veteran with McMinnville Police 
Department, earned 9.9 percent of 
the vote, followed by Bobby 
Edwards with 5.1 percent. 

Myers wins standoff for sheriff

Two newcomers have been 
voted into countywide offices 
by comfortable margins.

Wes Williams will be 
Warren County’s new Register 
of Deeds, while Casi Cantrell 
will be the new Circuit Court 
Clerk.

“I’m pleased because I’ve 
worked hard throughout the 
community and in every part 
of this campaign,” said 
Cantrell. “I’m very grateful to 
my family and supporters."

Cantrell, the office manager 
at law firm Galligan and 
Newman, captured 64.2 per-
cent of the vote Thursday 
night. That was ahead of Crisp 
Springs Market owner Chris 
Cope with 35.6 percent.

Williams knocked off 
incumbent Register of Deeds 
Terry Smith to win the 
Democratic nomination in 
May. He then won a three-
man race Thursday by earn-
ing 59.6 percent of the vote. 
Danny Cummings was sec-
ond with 30.1 percent.

Trustee Darlene Bryant will 
keep her seat. A 12-year veter-
an, Bryant gained 64 percent 
of the vote to defeat Anita 
Nunley with 35.8 percent.

“I think we’ve made a lot of 
accomplishments with this 
office over the years and 
they’re all geared toward the 
taxpayers to make things bet-
ter for the taxpayers,” said 
Bryant. “We’re going to con-
tinue to make improvements 
and look at things to make the 
office more efficient.”

It was an election that saw 
10,136 voters go to the polls. 
Of that total, 5,811 people 
voted early, while 4,325 voted 

on Election Day. That break-
down means 57 percent of 
voters took advantage of early 
voting, the same percentage as 
the primary in May.

With so many crucial coun-
ty races on the ballot, election 
administrator Donna Smith 
was disappointed voter turn-
out wasn’t higher.

“We only had 4,325 people 
to vote in 20 precincts today. 
That’s not good,” said Smith 
after election results were tab-
ulated. “That’s only a little 
over half of all registered vot-
ers. I don’t know why people 
didn’t vote. It was certainly 
convenient.”

Smith pointed out more 
than 14,000 voters cast ballots 
in 2016 to help elect President 
Trump less than two years ago 
and said there shouldn’t be 
4,000 fewer voters just because 
U.S. President isn’t on the bal-
lot.

On an election night when 
new blood was pumped into 
the Warren County 
Commission, two of its lon-
gest serving members were 
able to survive.

Carl E. Bouldin, the most 
experienced member of the 
County Commission with 25 
years, was elected to his sev-
enth term Thursday night, 
while Gary Prater, a 20-year 
veteran, was elected to his 
sixth term.

Their experience will serve 
as a steadying influence with 

11 new members elected to 24 
of the County Commission 
seats.

“I’m pumped,” said 
Christy Ross, who was elect-
ed in the 1st District. “I’ve 
never run for anything in my 
life. I’m ready to get to work 

and I’d really like to see the 
size of the commission cut in 
half. That’s something I’ve 
been talking about for a 
while, it’s something people 
want, and it’s right for the 
county.”

The commission lost two 
of its longest serving mem-
bers when Michael Martin 
was defeated in the 5th 
District after 24 years of ser-
vice. Terry Bell opted not to 
seek re-election after 16 years 
in favor of a run for County 
Executive.

Joseph Stotts was elected to 
his first term in the 3rd 
District after mounting one of 
the most active campaigns in 

the entire county.
“What I’ve learned is that 

work works,” said Stotts in 
his first run for political 
office. “It makes me appreci-
ate it more knowing I got out 
and worked for it. And I’m 
glad my kids got to see me 
work so hard and then win.”

Randy England is one of 
the incumbents who returns. 
He and Scott Rubley were 
both re-elected in the 8th 
District.

“It’s going to be hard for 
the newcomers to adjust,” 
admitted England. “It takes, 
honestly, one term to get 
your feet wet and figure 
things out.”

The man who has handed out 
keys to the city has been given the 
key to the county.

McMinnville Mayor Jimmy 
Haley won a four-person race for 
Warren County Executive on 
Thursday night, gaining 55.5 per-
cent of the vote. Finishing second is 
16-year County Commissioner 
Terry Bell, who gained 31.3 percent 
of the vote.

“My teaching career is over and 
I’m looking forward to what’s 
ahead for Warren County,” said 
Haley, a 41-year teacher with the 
Warren County School System. 
“I’m an educator and I want to 

invest in children. Instead of build-
ing jails, we need to build schools.”

Haley was first elected 
McMinnville Mayor in 2012 and is 
in the middle of his second term. 
He will be resigning from that posi-
tion and taking over as County 
Executive full time. The first official 
day for all newly elected county 

officials is Sept. 1. 
“The citizens of Warren County 

have spoken with a clear voice. 
They have overwhelmingly rejected 
business as usual and have 
embraced a vision of progress,” 
said Haley. “I am thankful to God, 
my family, my supporters and 
everyone who voted in this election 
for placing their trust in me to lead 
this community I love. Our job now 
is to put the campaign behind us, 
roll up our sleeves and get to work.”

Rounding out the four-candidate 
field were Ray Hixon in third place 
with 10.5 percent of the vote and 
Allie Hyatt in fourth with 2.6 per-
cent.

Haley praised the work of Terry 
Bell and his team and said he is 
ready to get to work.

Haley wins big
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Jimmy Haley and his wife Katrina celebrate his victory as Warren County Executive at Cum-

berland Biscuit Company on thursday night. 
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Mayor to be County Executive

11 new members to join County Commission

tommy Myers and his wife 
Chrystal give a thumbs-up 
after Myers won thursday.
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All four candidates running for 8th District 
County Commission were at Fairview CIC on 
Election Day. Pictured, from left, are Randy 
England, William Haslacker, Dalton Pack and 
scott Rubley.

Tommy Myers 2,473
Marc Martin 2,401
Rodney Whiles 2,225
Billy Joe Crouch 1,374
John Morgan 987
Bobby Edwards 512

cloSe
call

REgIstER OF DEEDs
Wes Williams 5,637
Danny Cummings 2,850
Tim Grandey 963

CIRCuIt COuRt CLERK
Casi Cantrell 5,964
Chris Cope 3,315

tRustEE
Darlene Bryant 6,109
Anita Nunley 3,420

new
blood

Jimmy Haley 5,434
Terry Bell 3,067
Ray Hixson 1,029
Allie Hyatt 257

deciSive 
win

For results of all 
the Warren County 
Commission races, 

see page 6A

county
turnover
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