
Why is a 20-year-old car a beater, 
but a 40-year-old car a classic?

When I was in high school, I drove 
an embarrassingly old car. I was 
ashamed to be seen in it, except by my 
friends who didn't have cars at all, 
who thought it was wonderful. Today, 
it would win a blue ribbon at any clas-
sic car show. 

New cars used to look significantly 
different each year. You could spot the 
difference between a '64 Chevy and a 
'65 Chevy from blocks 
away. Today, it's hard to 
find my SUV in the mall 
parking lot because all 
SUVs look similar. It's not 
until I wonder why my 
key fob isn't opening the 
trunk that I look in the 
window and realize that 
all the junk in the passenger seat is not 
MY junk, but someone else's. 

It keeps happening, too; it's just a 
matter of time before someone calls 
the cops and I'm tased in front of 
Costco. I dread seeing the jerky cell-
phone video of myself on the evening 
news as I hear one of my neighbors 
say, "He was a loner and he kept to 
himself, but we had no idea he was a 
car thief." 

Going from junkers to classics hap-
pens not just to cars, but to almost 
everything: houses, restaurants, music, 
clothes, politics and even some reli-
gious services. Plenty of things go 
from hot and trendy to old-fashioned 
overnight. There was a time when 
people WANTED Formica counters in 
their kitchens. Now everyone wants 
granite. 

We all think fashion is trendy; we 
expect next year's duds to look differ-
ent. But trends happen in restaurants, 
too. Remember that fern bar down-
town? Now it's a ramen shop. Next 
year it may be a gluten-free pancake 
house and brew pub. In a few years, it 
may become a fern bar again.

The mall that was packed 20 years 
ago is now a ghost town. Soon it will 
become a medical center full of differ-
ent kinds of specialists and clinics. 

Once it opens, you'll 
find it just as hard 
to find a parking 
space as you did 
when it had 
Montgomery Ward.

Flip through an 
old copy of Life 
magazine or the 

Saturday Evening Post, and it's easy to 
tell what year it was published -- from 
the advertising, not so much from the 
stories. The then-new cars look old 
now, the "doctors recommend" ciga-
rette ads are laughable (unless some-
one you know died from them), and 
the underwear and deodorant ads 
delicately avoid actually mentioning 
the products they're selling. This was 
back when Victoria actually had a 
secret. Not anymore. Today's under-
wear ads would have been called por-
nography then. 

My friend Bruce says, "The best 
thing to do is nothing -- just wait 40 
years, and live in a classic." 

Easy for him to say. He doesn't have 
to use my horrible '80s bathroom. 

Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.jim@
gmail.com.

In the 1990s, a hostile foreign power 
meddled in our presidential election. 
There were serious questions about 
whether one party's candidate -- the 
beneficiary -- was complicit in the 
meddling, or at least looked the other 
way. The candidate fiercely resisted 
the appointment of a special prosecu-
tor, then known as an independent 
counsel, to investigate. Finally, it all 
faded away.

The country doing the meddling 
was China, and the presidential candi-
date was Bill Clinton, who was 
already in the White House and seek-
ing re-election in 1996.

Looking back on press accounts 
from the era, it's striking 
how brazen a number 
of the players were as 
they went about the 
task of funneling illegal 
foreign donations to the 
Clinton campaign and 
the Democratic 
National Committee. 
The names have been mostly forgot-
ten now -- Charlie Trie, John Huang, 
Johnny Chung -- but the record 
remains.

Chung, for example, who was born 
in Taiwan and became a U.S. citizen, 
was a prolific Democratic fundraiser. 
From 1994 to 1996, he gave $366,000 to 
the DNC and visited the Clinton 
White House more than 50 times.

In May 1999, Chung testified before 
the House Government Oversight 
Committee. He said that in 1996, 
during the Clinton re-election cam-
paign, he met with the head of 
Chinese military intelligence in the 
basement of a restaurant in Hong 
Kong. "We really like your president. 
We hope to see him re-elected," the 
Chinese spy, Gen. Ji Shengde, told 
Chung, according to Chung's testimo-
ny. Gen. Ji continued: "I will give you 
300,000 U.S. dollars. You can give it to 
the president and the Democratic 
Party." 

In the great tradition of shady oper-
ators, Chung ended up taking a lot of 
the money for himself. But some of 
the cash from the head of Chinese mil-

itary intelligence -- that is, the People's 
Liberation Army -- made its way into 
the Clinton re-election campaign and 
other Democratic efforts.

Then there was Charlie Trie, who 
raised $1.2 million in foreign money 
for the Clinton legal defense fund and 
the DNC. In March 1996, Trie dropped 
off a donation of $460,000 at the 
Washington offices of the defense 
fund. He visited the White House 22 
times. He pleaded guilty to violating 
federal election laws and was sen-
tenced to probation.

There was also John Huang, the 
Democratic fundraiser who raised 
more than a $1.5 million from illegal 

foreign sources. He 
visited the White 
House 78 times. 
Huang was an agent 
for James Riady, an 
Indonesian business-
man with extensive 
ties to China. The 
Senate 

Governmental Affairs Committee 
found that Riady had "a long-term 
relationship with a Chinese intelli-
gence agency." He pleaded guilty to 
campaign finance violations and was 
sentenced to probation, plus a multi-
million-dollar fine.

The scandal was news at the time; 
indeed, some print outlets, like the Los 
Angeles Times, led the way in uncover-
ing it. The story received far less cov-
erage on TV, where several news out-
lets appeared distinctly uninterested. 
Overall, it would be fair to call the 
coverage moderate-to-restrained.

There is simply no comparison 
between the political conversation 
about the Clinton foreign influence 
scandal in the 1990s and today's con-
versation about the Trump-Russia 
affair. Of course, the circumstances 
and facts are different, but it seems 
reasonable to say that for whatever 
reason, Washington is far more upset 
about Russia's attempt to influence the 
election in 2016 than it was about 
China's attempt 20 years earlier.

Byron York is chief political correspon-
dent for The Washington Examiner.

Old CD brings
back memories

columnist

Byron

york

Yesterday, I was cruising through 
my neighborhood. I looked down 
and realized for the first time my car 
has a CD player. On a whim, I 
pressed the eject button and a CD 
popped out with a handmade label 
that read “Songs that will get you 
through” (One of the perks of a pre-
owned car). 

How long had that CD been in 
there? It wasn’t mine and I certainly 
didn’t recognize the penmanship on 
the CD. To me, this discovery was 
better than stumbling across a bottle 
half hidden in the sand and reading 
its message.

Eager to hear the playlist, I pushed 
the CD back in and that action alone 
transported me back to my teenage 
years when guys would burn me 
playlists in an attempt to impress me. 
Do you remember those days before 
music was stored on phones and you 
had to carry bulky cases with the 
physical formats?

I don’t know what I was expecting, 
but here’s a few of my favorites from 
the CD, which had to be created by a 
female, just sayin’.

"Here Comes The Sun" – The 
Beatles

"I Am Woman" – Helen Reddy
"Dog Days Are Over" – Florence + 

The Machine 
"Move On Up" – Curtis Mayfield
"Started At The Bottom" – Drake 
"Ain't No Mountain High Enough" 

– Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell
"Run The World" – Beyoncé 
"Keep Your Head Up" – Ben 

Howard
It’s wild how one item can trigger 

a stream of old memories. I had a 
straight up Titanic moment like elder-
ly Rose as she looked at her old 
handheld mirror and was transport-
ed back to her experience on the sink-
ing ship. 

For me, holding a CD reminds me 
of riding The Strip singing “Beautiful 
Disaster” with my best friend Callie 
and going to Hastings to browse its 
CD selection while sipping a mocha 
frappe. I’m reminded of jamming in 
my room with my CD player blaring 
while waiting by the landline for the 
guy who promised to call me.

One of the many small pleasures of 
buying a new album on CD was slip-
ping the booklet out of the case to 
look at the artist’s pictures and read-
ing the lyrics while the music played. 
I distinctively recall doing this with 
both John Mayer’s "Continuum" and 
Jewel’s "This Way" album.

Truth is, I don’t miss CDs. They 
took up too much space and a small 
scratch could make the CD skip.  
There are so many benefits of digital 
music over compact disc – accessibili-
ty, storage and portability and wire-
less audio streaming. It’s the experi-
ences tied to the CDs that make them 
special and memorable.

I used to have a deep appreciation 
for music, but my priorities shifted 
and keeping up with current artists 
and new music is no longer my 
thing. I still make workout playlists, 
but mostly just to help me power 
through my run with fast tempos.  

As for the mystery CD, it wasn’t as 
old as I was hoping, but I enjoyed the 
tunes nonetheless. I’m going to put 
together my own “Songs that will get 
you through” playlist. It might just 
come in handy!

Standard reporter Lacy Garrison can 
be reached at 473-2191.
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Write a letter

Members of the community are 
encouraged to write letters to the editor.

Send letters via email to:

editor@southernstandard.com
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Foreign meddling 20 years agoletter to the editor

TO THE EDITOR:
While I like James 

Clark and enjoy reading 
his stories, I have to take 
issue with his opinion 
published Sept. 7. 

Yes, everyone should 
be able to speak their 
minds without fear of 
retribution. Colin 
Kaepernick’s situation 
however did not involve 
his First Amendment 
rights. 

His kneeling during 
our national anthem not 
only violated existing 
league rules, it also 
caused irreparable harm 
to the NFL’s public 
image.

In addition, his actual-
ly being blackballed by 

the league is debatable. I 
understand the Broncos 
offered him a contract 
that he turned down. 

If Kaepernick wanted 
to effect change in the 
way minorities are treat-
ed by our legal system 
(which may be valid con-
cern), he should have 
advocated away from his 
job via written word or 
video. 

Showing disrespect for 
our flag while in uni-
form, and on the field, 
mostly drew attention to 
himself and not the 
issue.

Paul M. Barnes
Griffith Lane
McMinnville

QB should protest
away from his job

Q: the Warren County Fair has 
arrived! How many times do you plan 
to attend the fair this week?

	 •	1	time
	 •	2-4	times
	 •	Every	single	day
	 •	Not	at	all
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