
KNOXVILLE (AP) — The 
quarterback competition 
that dominated Tennessee's 
preseason camp seems pret-
ty settled — at least for now.

It's the rest of the offense 
that features uncertainty.

While Jarrett Guarantano 
has started Tennessee's first 
two games at quarterback 
after beating out Stanford 
graduate transfer Keller 
Chryst in the preseason, 
Tennessee has continued 
experimenting on the offen-
sive line and running back.

The pattern likely will 
continue Saturday when 
Tennessee (1-1) hosts UTEP 
(0-2) in its final game before 
starting Southeastern Con-
ference competition.

That's particularly true 
on the offensive line. Vols 

coach Jeremy Pruitt said 
he's willing to shuffle line-
men in and out of a game if 
he doesn't have a clear-cut 
starting five.

"You want to play your 
best players," Pruitt said. 
"If there's not much differ-
ence in the guys out there, 
then you might as well play 
multiple guys to keep them 
fresh."

Injuries have necessitated 
some of the moves for an 
offense that doesn't have a 
single senior atop its depth 
chart.

Starting center Brandon 
Kennedy suffered a sea-
son-ending injury to his 
anterior cruciate ligament 
in practice last week. Ryan 
Johnson moved over from 
right guard to replace Ken-

nedy as the starting center 
in a 59-3 victory over East 
Tennessee State , with fresh-
man Jerome Carvin taking 
over at right guard.

Ty Chandler, the Vols' top 
returning rusher from last 
season, got hurt early in a 
season-opening 40-14 loss 
to No. 14 West Virginia and 
didn't play against ETSU. 
That enabled other running 
backs to get a chance to 
prove themselves.

Tim Jordan has rushed for 
a team-high 183 yards so far, 
while Michigan State grad-
uate transfer Madre London 
and freshman Jeremy Banks 
each had two touchdown 
runs against ETSU. Chan-
dler is expected to return for 
the UTEP game.

London said after the 
ETSU game that he expects 
that committee approach in 
the backfield to continue.

"Whoever's in, we're feed-
ing off the energy of them," 
London said after the ETSU 
game. "We've got to do the 
same."

It's not unusual at all for 
SEC teams to rely on mul-
tiple backs, though in most 
cases one or two of them 
eventually emerge as the 
lead guys. It's less common 
for teams to shuffle players 
on the offensive line rather 
than relying on a set five.

Yet the Vols have been 

trying out various combi-
nations on the line through 
the first two weeks of the 
season.

For instance, Tennes-
see's first-team line against 
ETSU included Johnson 
and Carvin plus Trey Smith 
at left tackle, Jahmir John-
son at left guard and Drew 
Richmond at right tackle. 
Marcus Tatum came in at 
right tackle for the second 
series. On the Vols' third 
possession, Richmond was 
back at right tackle with 
Chance Hall at right guard.

"I think we're still figuring 
out who we are up front," 
Pruitt said. "We're making 
strides in the right direction, 
but we've got to continue to 
improve."

Tennessee's linemen are 
accustomed to all the chang-
es because many of them 
worked out at multiple po-
sitions during preseason 

camp. But they acknowl-
edge that they'd bene-
fit from establishing the 
rhythm that comes when a 
set group of five guys get to 
work together.

"I feel like everybody has 
a good handle on a lot of 
positions, but being able to 
play the same position for 
multiple games is a great 
advantage," Johnson said 
after the ETSU game.

Tennessee's quarterback 
situation appears compara-
tively stable.

Guarantano has complet-
ed 71 percent of his pass-
es for 326 yards with one 
touchdown and no inter-
ceptions. Chryst didn't play 
against West Virginia and 
didn't enter the ETSU game 
until Tennessee owned a 
31-0 lead, though he went 
3 of 3 with a 50-yard touch-
down pass to Jordan Mur-
phy.
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The Only Community
Bank You’ll Ever Need!

Robert Burns
931-808-8121

Chad Burns
931-808-8101

720 Merry Oak Road
McMinnville, TN 37110

B&B INSULATION

Free Inspection & Estimate
We accept all major credit cards

We are licensed, Insured & TVA approved.
We are a member of The Quality Contractor

Network & The Home Advisor Program.

24
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Make The Smart Move!
• Full Service Moving Company

• Local & Long Distance Moving

• One piece or Entire Household

• Packing Service

• Self Storage Units

Call Ray Bradley
2447 Smithville Hwy

McMinnville, TN 37110
academymoving@yahoo.com

931-212-5976

Neighborhood Professionals
Brooke Hale

General Contractor

931-205-0417
Congratulations to 
All the Fair Pageant 

Contestants!
“You shall also be a crown of 
glory in the hand of the Lord, 

And a royal diadem in the hand 
of your God.”

Isaiah 62:3

The Real Estate
Experts!

OVER 
42 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE
in REAL ESTATE, 

AUCTIONS & APPRAISALS

Short Stop
Market

(Received 100/100 points by tN Dept. of 
Agriculture for three consecutive years)

1322 Smithville Highway
McMinnville, TN 37110

FrEE Lighter

FrEE
Ice Bag

Variety of
Gifts & Novelty Products

MUCh, MUCh
MorE...

Best Tobacco Prices in Town

Best Gas Prices in Town
2 for $2.50

$9.99

$30.99

$1.89

2 for $2.22

2 for
$3.00

2 for $4.44 2 for $1.00

2 for $2.00

2 for $4.00

with 
purchase 

of 12 pack 
of beer

Cheapest price in town!

20 oz.
Coke/pepsi

Big Rock

Classic tubes

32 oz.
powerade

28 oz.
Gatorade

all 16 oz.
Energy Drinks

Mix & Match any
12 oz. can soda

20 oz.
bottled Fanta

8.4 oz.
Red Bull
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PuzzLEs ON PAgE 7A

Puzzlemania
solutions

Tennessee sorting out options on O-line, backfield
brOAdcAst

sAturdAy, sEPt. 15

VOLs Vs. utEP, 11 A.m.
sEc NEtwOrK
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