
The tractor pull and ani-
mal shows are a playful di-
version, but the fair is also 
a chance for businesses to 
reach customers, droves of 
customers, they might not 
ordinarily get to see.

Keri Morton took advan-
tage of the opportunity to 
introduce Black Rifle Coffee 
to the community. She sells 
it at Creative Illusions on 
Peers Street and has toyed 
with the idea of opening 
some sort of coffee shop 
down the road. The coffee 
was a popular item at her 
booth under the grand-
stand.

“People are loving the 
coffee,” said Keri. “Some 
have heard about it. Some 
have never heard about it 
and some have been drink-
ing it for years.”

She says Black Rifle Cof-
fee is a veteran-owned com-
pany based in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. It is gradually 
expanding its footprint and 
is distributing in this region 
through a warehouse in 
Coffee County.

An assortment of blends 
are available from light to 
dark roasts. I tried a dark 
version called Beyond Black 

and can say it was pretty 
stout and black.

Crafty signs
a hot seller

The fair serves as one 
of four events for Chris-
tian Burlap Girls, a family 
owned and operated craft 
business. Handmade signs 
with clever or inspirational 
sayings are clearly the No. 1 

seller, the ladies say.
“We made enough to 

pay our booth fee the very 
first weekend,” said Pame-
la Minton, who says this is 
their fifth year at the fair. 
“We work hard to keep our 
prices low and we have re-
peat customers every year.”

If you missed them at the 
fair, Christian Burlap Girls 
will be at the Civic Center 
craft fair in November. They 

also do shows in Woodbury 
and Altamont.

“We do it all by hand so 
we take special orders,” 
said Kala Adcock, who says 
they can put any saying on 
a handmade sign, although 
they won’t use foul lan-
guage.

There was some friendly 
ribbing about who is really 
the backbone of the oper-
ation. “I do all the work,” 

joked Tim Minton, who is 
Pamela’s husband.

When they’re not making 
crafts, you can find them 
talking about community 
events. They are especially 
interested in the bridge on 
Hennessee Bridge Road and 
wonder why construction 
work is taking so long. 

gary steele
KiCKs up business

Legendary karate instruc-
tor Gary Steele was busy 
talking to prospective stu-
dents from his booth under 
the grandstand promoting 
his karate studio. Gary was 
offering a fair special for 
$19.95 for anyone curious 
about giving karate a try.

“I started coming out 
here because fair week was 
so slow I would never get 
any new students,” said 
Gary. “And the students I 
did have wouldn’t come be-
cause they’d be at the fair.”

Gary says he’s had his fair 
booth since 1985 and said he 
might get 10 new students.

“This makes it easy,” said 
Gary, who said it’s hard 
to beat having access to so 
many fair visitors. Gary 
Steele Karate can be reached 
at 473-KICK.

Cave a bright light
for tourism

Kelly Roberts was busy 
manning the Cumberland 
Caverns booth under the 
grandstand and publiciz-
ing one of Warren County’s 
greatest tourism attractions.

She said Cumberland 
Caverns is blessed to have 
so much support from the 
Warren County community.

“Local residents like to 
show us off to their out-of-
town guests,” said Kelly. “If 
they have visitors, the cave 
is where they come. And if 
they can hit it during a con-
cert weekend, it’s gravy.”

The cave is in its first year 
of offering the Cumberland 
Caverns Live concert se-
ries. Outside of music, the 
cave has spectacular under-
ground beauty and should 
definitely be on the to-do list 
for anyone visiting Warren 
County.

that’s all folKs

As we recover from the 
exhilaration of the Warren 
County A&L Fair, may we 
return to our normal rest-
ing heartrate and prepare to 
embrace life as usual. That 
means reporting all your 
business tips to 473-2191.
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From left, Jean Miller, Pamela Minton and Kala Adcock were selling signs 
and other handmade items from their booth Christian Burlap Girls. It’s the 
fifth year they’ve been at the fair.

Gary Steele has a booth under the grandstand to promote his karate stu-
dio. He also offers a fair special to encourage people to begin taking karate 
lessons. Steele, left, is pictured with WCMS seventh-grader John Young.

It was a coffee rush for Keri Morton, right, at her booth under the grand-
stand at the fair. Keri was selling Black Rifle Coffee and received help from 
student Luke Duncan.

business pulse
Continued from page 3C
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