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(AP) – The luxury 
retailer Henri Bendel, 
which opened its doors 
in New York’s Greenwich 
Village at the end of the 
19th century, is closing. 

L Brands Inc., which 
acquired the brand in 
1985, said the 23 Bendel 
stores will turn out the 
lights in January. The 
Columbus, Ohio, compa-
ny said it wants focus on 

larger brands with more 
growth potential. 

Henry Bendel was a 
women’s hat maker from 
Lafayette, La. 

He moved to New 
York in 1895 and began 
catering to the city’s 
elite, making the stores’ 
brown and white striped 
shopping and bags and 
hat boxes a coveted sta-
tus symbol.

Luxury retailer to close

“Those who can make you 
believe absurdities can make 
you commit atrocities.”

VoltAire

“Nobody believes the offi-
cial spokesman ... but every-
body trusts an unidentified 
source.”

ron nesen

“Reality is the leading 
cause of stress amongst 
those in touch with it.”

JAne WAgner

“The thing I hate about an 
argument is that it always in-
terrupts a discussion.”

g.K. Chesterton

“I not only use all the 
brains that I have, but all that 
I can borrow.”

WoodroW Wilson

“Better to write for your-
self and have no public, than 
to write for the public and 
have no self.”

Cyril Connolly

“If at first you don’t suc-
ceed, find out if the loser 
gets anything.”

Bill lyon
  
“If you haven’t found 

something strange during 
the day, it hasn’t been much 
of a day.”

John A. Wheeler  

“To see what is in front of 
one’s nose needs a constant 
struggle.”

george orWell

“If you want to make an 
apple pie from scratch, you 
must first create the uni-
verse.”

CArl sAgAn

“The right word may be 
effective, but no word was 
ever as effective as a rightly 
timed pause.”

MArK tWAin

“Patriotism is your convic-
tion that this country is supe-
rior to all other countries be-
cause you were born in it.”

george BernArd 
shAW

From last to first, new market arrives

A landmark in Summit-
ville has gone from last to 
first in terms of its chances.

A building that had 
served as the once-gruff 
Last Chance Saloon for 
26 years has undergone a 
facelift and emerged with 
a gentler persona as First 
Chance Market & Café. 

The store, just over the 
Coffee County line on the 
four-lane to Manchester, re-
opened under its new name 
last month to the taste of 
fresh biscuits, homemade 
pies, and hot coffee.

“Taking this from an old 
bar to what it’s become 
now really required some 
effort,” said store owner 
Christy Bryan, a retired 
31-year educator and War-
ren County native. “When 
we bought it in May 2017, 
we thought we’d be open 
in two weeks. That didn’t 
happen.”

Fifteen months later, First 
Chance is welcoming cus-
tomers with a smile and in-
expensive gasoline. Christy 
said she offered the grand 
opening price of $2.40 a 
gallon for gasoline and was 
greeted by customers fill-
ing up their vehicles and 
bringing gas cans too.

If you think filling up 
your SUV is expensive, 
Christy says try buying 
your gasoline by the tanker.

“When we put our first 
load in the ground, I about 
died,” she said.

Renovation work was 
extensive, beginning with 
removing hundreds of $1 
bills that had been stapled 
to the ceiling when the 
building was Last Chance. 
As to why people would 
staple perfectly good $1 
bills to a ceiling, you have 
to remember alcohol was 
involved.

One of the few things 
which remains is the sig-
nature bar which stretches 
across the middle of the 
floor. The beer has been 
replaced by biscuits as the 
bar is now used as the pri-

mary food service area. 
Sandwiches can be ordered 
off the grill, or you can 
pick a meat and three of 
your choice. If you’re in the 
mood for chicken, you’re in 
luck at First Chance.

“We have roasted chick-
en, grilled chicken, fried 
chicken,” said Christy. 
“Anything you can find 
from a chicken, we have it.”

The market opens at 4 
a.m. Monday thru Friday. 
Asked what possessed her 
to open so early, Christy 
said, “You’d be surprised 
how many people come in 

at that time.”
She said her cook and 

business partner Bryan 
Hodge operated One Stop 
Market in Summitville for 
some time and suggested 
the 4 a.m. opening time 
because his experience 
showed it was busy at that 
hour.

The move to store owner 
is a bold, new adventure for 
Christy who taught grades 
1-4 in Coffee County for 31 
years. Her husband, Da-
vid Bryan, owns two live-
stock barns and Murfrees-
boro Funeral Home where 

Christy has worked for 
some of the 10 years she’s 
been retired from teaching.

When asked about own-
ing First Chance, Christy 
joked, “I don’t know if I’m 
fortunate or unfortunate.”

Among other offerings, 
the store sells homemade 
pies, has a beer cave, and 
carries a wide line of tra-
ditional convenience store 
snacks. It has 10 employees 
who work two shifts.

The address is 8144 Mc-
Minnville Highway. Hours 
are Monday thru Friday 
from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sat-

urday from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
and Sunday from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m. The phone number 
for to-go orders is (931) 251-
9785.

it’s All ABout
the fAir

Folks like to say Warren 
County shuts down during 
the week of the fair with an 
estimated 125,000 people 
meandering through the 
gates at some point during 
the nine-day extravaganza.

Christy bryan is the owner of First Chance market & Café which opened last month on the four-lane 
in Summitville. It's at the longtime location of Last Chance Saloon and Christy decided to keep the bar 
in place and transform it into a food service area.

Hickory Creek second-grader Kayden 
Howell chows down on a sausage bis-
cuit at First Chance. “Wow, this is 
good,” she said.

419 North Chancery St.
McMinnville, TN

931-473-9641
www.southpointriskadvisors.com

...a neighbor, someone you know,
someone you can trust and respect.

Call today and talk to a real person 
who cares about your family’s 
protection and security.

25180

Holly Cantrell

17
46

8

the gasoline pumps at First Chance market have been a 
huge draw, especially with gas prices as low at $2.40 a gal-
lon. “people were coming and filling up their cars and fill-
ing up gas cans too,” said owner Christy bryan, who noted 
the price has inched up to $2.49.

 Continued on page 5C
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