
Lightning threatened to 
keep the Lady Pioneers 
from playing Thursday 
against LaVergne. After 
several delays, the match 
finally began, only 
Warren County seemed 
still stuck in the delay.

LaVergne scored two 
first-half goals and was 
able to survive a late flur-
ry to hold off the Lady 
Pioneers 2-1 on a wet 
night at Warren County 
High School.

“That’s two games in a 
row where we’ve started 
slow,” said coach Todd 
Willmore. “It seems to be 
our Achilles heel. When 
we don’t play well, it’s 
usually the result of a 
slow start.

“It was an unusual way 
to begin play. We had sev-
eral delays and had to do 
the captains meeting in 
the indoor facility. Then 
we had an opening and it 
seemed like we ran 
straight from the building 
and into action.”

Warren County (5-6-1) 
dug a 2-0 hole quickly, 
surrendering the first 
goal on LaVergne’s first 
shot. The deficit grew to 
two in the final minutes 
of the first half before the 
team had a chance to 
regroup.

“We talked about it pre-
game and reemphasized 
it at halftime – find five 
extra-effort plays. Find 

hustle plays, whether it’s 
an extra run or saving a 
ball,” said Willmore. “I 
thought the girls did a 
good job in the second 
half. I can’t fault their 
effort.”

The Lady Pioneers were 
able to close the gap with 
26 minutes to play. Breezy 
Wanamaker showed her 
relentlessness on the out-
side, working to get the 
ball from two LaVergne 
players.

Wanamaker was able to 
center a pass, leading 
Sam Ramsey into a shot at 
the top of the 18-yard 
box. Ramsey boomed a 
shot through the middle, 
one that drilled a defend-
er in the head and sent 
the ball flying in the air.

MaKenna Mason was 
waiting on the other end, 
leaping for a header that 
was able to clear the out-
stretched hands of the 
LaVergne keeper.

“It was a good hustle 
play all around. Breezy 
kept it in play and got it 
across. Sam got a good 
look and Makenna was in 
the right spot. That’s 
what happens when 
we’re doing things the 
right way,” said Willmore.

The Lady Pioneers had 
a golden opportunity to 
tie with 18 minutes to 
play. Warren County’s top 
scorer Katie Toney ran in 
from the right, getting an 
open look from 20 yards 
out. The freshman’s shot 
looked right on line to 
find the net, but 

LaVergne’s keeper made 
a leaping, one-handed 
save at the last minute.

Warren County rushed 
the net a final time with 
three minutes to play, but 
Ramsey’s shot sailed over 
the goal and Sarai Ruiz 

was denied before the 
final whistle.

The Lady Pioneers will 
hit the road Tuesday, 
playing a pivotal district 
game at Cookeville. The 
match is set to start at 6 
p.m.  
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Randall Walker
Farms
Visit our fully stocked sales yard for trees 
and plants year round.

Fresh & frozen fruits available!

Monday-Friday 7am-5pm • Saturday 7am-4pm
8240 Manchester Hwy • Morrison, TN 37357

931-635-9535 • www.rwfarms.com 27
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SPORTS BRIEFS
MCMINNVILLE YOUTH 

BASKETBALL 
REGISTRATION

McMinnville Youth 
Basketball registration will 
continue through 
September.  The 
registration fee is $35 per 
player for boys ages 8-18 
and girls ages 8-19. A $5 
discount is available for 
families registering more 
than two children. 

Registration will be held 
at McMinnville Civic 
Center until Saturday, 
Sept. 29. Registration is 
open Monday through 
Saturday from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. The season will 
begin Nov. 10.

YOUTH CHEERLEADING 
CAMP

Children in grades 1-8 
are invited to spend the 
day with the WCHS 
competition and football 
cheerleaders Saturday, 
Sept. 29 from 9 a.m. until 
1:30 p.m. at Charlie 
Dalton Gym. A parent 
performance will be held 
at 1:30 p.m.

Early registration (due 
Monday, Sept. 17) is $40. 
Walk-in registration is 
$45.

Teams are also 
encouraged to participate. 
The cost is $10 per team 
member (if registering as 
a team) and an additional 
$10 per team for a clinic 
shirt. Admission for the 
parent performance is $2.

A registration form is 
available by emailing 
coach Stacey Elam at 

e lams@warrenschools .
com.

PIONEER PRIDE AAU 
WRESTLING

The Pioneer Pride AAU 
Youth Wrestling team will 
have signups Thurday, 
Oct. 4 and Friday, Oct. 5 
from 6-7 p.m.  at the USW 
Union Hall, 180 Arch Cope 
Rd., Morrison. The team 
is open for kids in grades 
K-5. The Registration fee 
is $25.  

For more information 
or to receive a registration 
form, contact Dave 
Holcomb at 931-409-
0667.

3-PT CLUB GOLF 
TOURNEY

The ninth annual 3-pt 
Club golf scramble will 
be held Friday, Sept. 21 
at McMinnville Country 
Club. The four-player 
team cost is $300. 
Individuals can register 
for $75. 

The tournament will 
begin at 2 p.m. A putting 
contest will also be held 
and is $5 to enter.

For more information, 
contact Mark Seymour 
at seymourmark31@
gmail.com or 212-4734. 
 
SUBMIT A SPORTS BRIEF

If you would like to 
run a sports brief, bring 
in a typed copy to the 
Standard sports desk or 
email the information to 
sports@southernstandard.
com. Sports Briefs runs as 
space allows.

Slow start plagues Lady Pioneers
by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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Sam Ramsey battles for position during Thursday's 

matchup with LaVergne. Warren County fell 2-1.

Volleyball became a 
contact sport for the Lady 
Pioneers Thursday.

Warren County trav-
eled to Soddy Daisy for a 
big District 6-AAA match-
up, but came back banged 
up and with another dis-
trict loss. The Lady 
Pioneers were defeated 
25-14, 25-12 and 25-22 
while losing two starters 
to injury.

Samantha Jennings 
went down in the first 
game after landing on a 
teammate’s foot and 
twisting her ankle. 
Without the team leader 
in kills and blocks, 
Warren County was left 
defenseless at the net.

Soddy Daisy, currently 
sitting in second in the 
d i s t r i c t  beh ind 
Cookeville, took advan-
tage. The Lady Trojans 
won the first two games 
with ease over the 
short-handed Lady 
Pioneers.

Things got worse in the 

third game when Megan 
Davis took an elbow 
during a collision trying 
to make a play. Davis had 
to leave the game, leaving 
Warren County with three 
freshmen and a sopho-
more thrust into signifi-
cant varsity action.

The youth movement 
did inject some energy 
late. Warren County 
played its best game at 
the end, though Soddy 
Daisy was still able to 
complete the sweep.

“We started having fun 
and playing loose in the 
last game,” said coach 
Katie Rogers.

Both Jennings and 
Davis were held out of 
action in the Southern 
Slam tournament 
Saturday. Results from 
the match were unavail-
able at press time.

Warren County was set 
to return Monday with a 
road game at Franklin 
County, but the match 
was cancelled. The Lady 
Pioneers will resume play 
Tuesday with a 6 p.m. 
road match at White 
County.

WCHS volleyball loses match, 
two starters in Soddy Daisy
by JEFFERY SIMMONS
Sports Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Jeffery Simmons photo
Danika Reno is one 

of three freshmen cur-
rently contributing on 
the varsity team.
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