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His 33-year law enforcement 
career began as an officer with 
McMinnville Police Department and 
ended three months ago with his 
retirement as director of the TBI.

Is a return to law enforcement in 
the cards somewhere down the road 
for McMinnville native Mark Gwyn?

“The last time I said never, I ended 
up getting sworn in as TBI director,” 
said Gwyn during a retirement 
reception held in his honor Thursday 
at First Baptist Church.

Gwyn says he’s putting away his 
badge and making the transition to 
real estate development where he 
already has several projects under 
way in the Nashville area. Gwyn 
isn’t shy about crediting his success 
to his upbringing here in 
McMinnville.

“This is where it all started and I 
owe my career to McMinnville,” 
said Gwyn. “Without McMinnville 
Police Department, there never 
would have been a TBI career. I had 
a great run and I enjoyed every min-
ute of it. I was able to do things I 
never dreamed I’d do. One thing I 
would reflect on when I was travel-

ing around is I’d tell myself I’m a 
long way from West Elementary. I’m 
a long way from William Biles.”

There were no shortage of memo-
ries about Gwyn from his friends in 
McMinnville with former Circuit 
Court Judge Charles Haston recall-
ing how he gave him the nickname 
“Hollywood.”

“When I first saw him probably 35 
years ago, he had a tie that matched 
his handkerchief and a handkerchief 
that matched his socks,” said 
Haston. “He looked like he just came 
out of Hollywood so that’s what I 
called him, but always to his face 
and never behind his back.”

Haston joked that Gwyn probably 
still had lightning bolts on his socks 
before recalling a time he recom-
mended Gwyn as TBI director.

Ex-TBI director credits McMinnville roots
Gwyn's career celebrated
at local retirement reception

mcminnville police Chief bryan Denton, left, laughs 
with former tbI director mark Gwyn as he shows a 
photo of them decades ago as young officers with mc-
minnville police Department. A retirement ceremony 
was held for Gwyn on thursday at First baptist Church.

by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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WCHS seniors William Fernandez and bree Hayes became royalty Friday night when they were crowned Home-
coming King and Queen during halftime of the pioneer football game. they had more reason to celebrate mo-
ments later when it was announced the senior class won the float competition, barely edging the juniors.

HomecomingHomecomingRoyalty

Warren County commissioners have 
received their committee assignments.

County Executive Jimmy Haley released 
his assignment recommendations on 
Thursday. The list will be up for consider-
ation before the full 
Warren County 
Commission on 
Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

What is likely the 
most influential 
committee, Budget 
and Finance, will be 
chaired by a relative 
newcomer on the 
commission, Richard 
Grissom. He has 16 
months experience 
after being appoint-
ed by the full County 
Commission in May 2017 to complete an 
unexpired term. He was elected to his first 
term last month. However, Grissom is not 
new to finance and works as the manager 
of US Bank in Coffee County.

Grissom will share Budget and Finance 
Committee duties with newcomers Daniel 
Owens and Christy Ross, as well as 
Carlene Brown and Tommy Savage, who 
were both elected to their second terms of 
office.

Rounding out other committee assign-
ments:

Building and grounds: Carl E. 
Bouldin, chair, Robert Hennessee, Scott 
Rubley, Phillip Stout, Cole Taylor

HigHway and Bridge: Gary Prater, 
chair, Michael Bell, Carl E. Bouldin, Randy 
England, Blaine Wilcher

Grissom 
new budget 
chairman
County executive 
makes committee 
assignments
by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

GrISSom

A man reportedly found with an 
underage runaway, a stolen vehicle, and 
meth is scheduled to be in court later this 
month to answer to four charges.

Brandon E. Almaguer, 19, of Yager 
Road is charged with theft of property, 
contributing to the delinquency of a 
child, possession of meth, and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 

His next court appearance is scheduled 
for Sept. 18. He remains held at Warren 

County Jail.
The incident which led to 

Almaguer’s arrest began when 
law enforcement officials 
responded to his home to 
answer a call about an aggres-
sive dog. Almaguer was spot-
ted running from the residence 
when officers arrived.

They were pointed toward a 
home on nearby Whiteacker 
Street where Almaguer was 
found hiding in a back room with a 
female minor. Almaguer said he ran 
because the girl had a runaway petition 

on her.
All parties returned to 

Almaguer’s home, according to 
the arrest warrant, and a stolen 
vehicle was found on the prop-
erty. Upon searching Almaguer, 
the key to the vehicle was in his 
pocket.

Almaguer’s troubles only got 
worse when a search of the 
vehicle produced a clear, plastic 
box. Inside the box was a scale, 

glass pipe, and crystal substance believed 
to be 3 grams of meth. Almaguer report-
edly stated half the meth was his.

Man found with girl, drugs, stolen vehicle
by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

AlmAGuer
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According to his great mercy / Por 
su gran misericordia 

He has caused us to be born / Nos 
ha hecho nacer de nuevo  

again to a living hope through / 
mediante la resurrección de 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ / 
Jesucristo, para que tengamos

from the dead. 1 Peter 1:3b ESV 
/ una esperanza viva. 1 Pedro 1:3b

This verse is displayed on red 
shirts worn proudly by the church 
leadership at Resurrección y 

Esperanza/ Resurrection and 
Hope Church. Don’t let the 
Spanish sign out front deter you 
from visiting because this bilin-
gual church invites all to worship 
together.

“Instead of looking at other 
cultures and languages as barri-
ers, we want to look at those as 
bridges,” said Dana Castorena, 
worship leader and pastor’s wife. 

Two languages, one God
Resurrection and Hope Church bridges culture gap

pictured is the original church leadership of resur-
rección y esperanza/resurrection and Hope Church, 
a church plant established last April. pictured, front 
row, from left, are Dana Castorena, mayra Castorena 
and lisa Wilder. back row, pastor Francisco Castorena, 
Danny Wilder and Isidro Aguazul.  Continued on 2A
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