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Reporting the news had a sweet side Wednesday

when the owners of The Vanilla Bean Baking Com-

pany expressed their appreciation for coverage in

the Southern Standard with a headline-grabbing
cake. It was delicious.

You have 2 choices
this \/g lentine’'s Da

Prater’s has dinner for TWO.

Your choice of sizzling ribeqe steak or slow
cooked barbeque ribs. Each dinner includes
2 sides plus tea & dessert.

Prater e >
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Will good times continue?

DEAR BRUCE: Do you
feel the current state of
the economy will contin-
ue through 2018?

-- B.C.

DEAR B.C.: I don't
think my opinion is any
better than a thousand
others. But certainly, for
the short term, it's a
cinch there’s not going
to be any great with-
drawal. Things are
going well. Companies
are turning a good prof-
it, business is good and
unemployment is down.
All the things we asked
for are coming to frui-
tion.

That having been
said, I wouldn’t just
jump into the market
because I think if I don’t
buy now, prices are
going to go up and it’s
going to cost me. 1
would be selective in
my investments. I am
currently paying a great
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deal of attention -- more
than I have in the past
-- because I think sooner
or later the market has
to make a correction. It
always does.

One of the things you
can do to separate your-
self from the herd is to
put a sale price on your
holdings, and if the
market falls to that
level, sell out. It's not
the most pleasant expe-
rience, but you will get
crucified if you just
watch your investments
fade away.

One thing is always
true: The economy is
constantly in flux. It

may go up and down for
a few days, or it may go
down for a few days and
then go up. If you're not
able to handle that fluc-
tuation, you're in deep
trouble.

DEAR BRUCE: My
question is regarding the
companies that help
lower the interest rates
and payments on your
credit cards. When you
sign up for the program,
the one negative is that
they close your credit
cards so you can’t use
them while you pay
them off. I understand
that, but will my credit
score drop when they
close my credit cards,
and how much would
my score drop?

-- George

DEAR GEORGE: You
wrote that one negative
is a debt settlement
company will close off

your credit card, which
is true in some cases,
but certainly not in all.
For some people, even
though they had a prob-
lem, the necessity for
having access to credit is
overwhelming,.

Nonetheless, I
wouldn’t worry about
your credit score drop-
ping when the cards are
closed. How much the
score will drop is not
relevant at this point. If
you are getting help to
negotiate with credit
card companies, your
credit is already in lousy
shape and the only way
to fix it is to get it com-
pletely cleaned wup.
Concentrate on that.
Once you get your credit
established again by
paying all your bills,
you'll be surprised how
fast you can rebuild a
credit score, which will
then be attractive to
many lenders.

February is Heart Awareness Month.
Medical Professionals agree about the importance of
tracking your heart health with routine blood pressure
checks. Buckeye has a great selection of blood pressure
monitors so you can find the one best fit for you

Buckeye

24819

B Caterino

9576 Manchester Hwy
[ Morrison, TN
931.635.2259

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
632 N. Chancery St. McMinnville, TN 37110
93104742825 whybuckeye.com

FREE

Pick-up and Delivery

within 25 miles

25079

CALL NOW THIS
OFFER IS ONLY
AVAILABLE UNTIL
MARCH 315T

BRING IN THIS
AD FOR AN
ADDITIONAL

$15% OFF!

v Grease All Fittings
v Lube All Pivot Points
v Adjust All Belts and Linkages
v Adjust Tire Pressure

* Any additional
work requested by
the customer will be  §

billed at normal ¢4
rates. ¥

ENNESSEE
ALLEY

TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT

532 Harrison Ferry Rd.
McMinnville, TN 37110
931-474-1201

v Clean Air Filter(s)
v Change Fuel Filter(s)
v Mix Winter Fuel Stabilizer in Fuel Tank

- 20 Point Service Includes:
v Full Machine Inspection
v Change Engine Oil Filter

v Change Engine Ol v Change Spark Plugs (if equipped)

v Sharpen/ Balance Mower Blades

v Test Charging System
v Level Mower Deck v Clean Battery Terminals

v Scrape Grass/ Debris From Under Deck v Test All Safety Switches
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