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If you’re a frequent Facebook check-
er, then you’ve noticed posts acknowl-
edging Sunday is April Fools’ Day and 
Easter, or what some Christians refer 
to as Resurrection Sunday. 

Memes and religious jokes referenc-
ing Jesus as the original prankster can 
be either funny, or offensive, depend-
ing on your sense of humor.

Regardless of April Fools’ Day, local 
preachers have planned special ser-
mons and events focusing on the hope 
found in Jesus’ resurrection. For 
Christians, the resurrection is about 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of God, who 

was crucified but arose from the grave, 
and by these two feats, freed believers 
from their sins as well as 
promising everlasting life 
with Him in heaven.

For pulpit minister 
Richard O’Connor, he will be 
finishing up his three-part 
series entitled “It is Finished 
– A Case from the 
Resurrection of Christ” at 
Westwood Church of Christ. 
He expects around 600 in 
attendance as Easter Sunday 
is historically high in atten-
dance. 

“To me, the resurrection is the cor-
nerstone of Christianity,” explained 
O’Connor. “It’s the rock of our faith.” 

First United Methodist Church held 
an entire Holy Week of services from 

March 25 leading up to 
Sunday, along with helping 
sponsor an Easter egg hunt 
at the Civic Center on 
Saturday. Rev. Tommy Vann, 
senior pastor, described his 
plans for Sunday’s services. 

The sunrise service will be 
held at Pepper Branch Park 
at 6 a.m. with a lesson over 
the question “What would it 
be like to discover Jesus’ 
empty tomb?” followed by 

breakfast at the church building and 
two additional services.
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Members of First Baptist Church in downtown McMinnville gathered Saturday morning to begin their 

first road to resurrection tour. Jason Fry, who portrays Jesus, reenacts Christ’s entry into Jerusalem while 
welcomed by crowds waving palm branches before his arrest, trial, crucifixion and resurrection. 

Easter, April Fools' Day coincide
by LACY GARRISON
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

Holy holiday no joke

Two Warren County 
Ambulance Service 
employees were involved 
in an interstate crash 
Saturday morning while 
returning from transport-
ing a patient to a Nashville 
hospital.

According to a report 
from Metro Nashville 
Police, Cornelius Hurt, 29, 
of Nashville was critically 
injured when the Warren 
County ambulance struck 
his Nissan Altima, which 
was stopped on the shoul-
der from a wreck moments 
earlier.

The driver of the ambu-
lance, Henry Dekort, 57, of 
McMinnville and his pas-
senger, paramedic 
Savannah Cleek, 23, of 
Palmer, were transported 
to Southern Hills Medical 
Center for non-life threat-
ening injuries. According 
to Warren County EMS 
director Preston Denney, 
they have been released.

There was not a patient 
in the ambulance at the 
time of the crash and its 

emergency lights were not 
activated.

According to Nashville 
Police, the accident 
occurred around 4:20 a.m. 
in the eastbound lanes of 
Interstate 24 traveling 
from Nashville toward 
Manchester.

Around Haywood 
Lane, a Nissan Altima 
reportedly struck the rear 
of a Chevy pickup, caus-
ing both vehicles to stop 
on opposite shoulders. 
The Nissan remained par-
tially in the lane of travel. 

Hurt and the other 
occupant of the Nissan, 
Natasha Stewart, 30, both 
got out of the car. Hurt 
was reportedly attempt-
ing to retrieve items from 
inside the Altima when 
the ambulance driven by 
Dekort struck the Nissan.  

Hurt was critically 
injured as a result of the 
collision with the ambu-
lance and transported to 
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center.  Stewart 
sustained non-life-threat-
ening injuries.

The wreck closed the 
interstate for more than 
five hours.

McMinnville officials 
waived policy for a family 
hit with a $1,900 water bill. 

“They are requesting 
assistance,” said Water 
Department director 
Anthony Pelham of a family 
on Bell Street. “If you look at 
the timeline, between 
January and February meter 
readings, something broke 
or something failed at the 
house. We shut it off Feb. 6 
when we noticed it was run-
ning wide open. From Jan. 
14 through Feb. 6, 157,000 
gallons passed through the 
meter.”

The balance due is in 
excess of $1,900. 

By policy set down by the 
city of McMinnville, Pelham 

has the authority to waive 
the sewer portion of the bill 
after repairs have been made 
and proof of that is present-
ed. 

“The only way I can adjust 
the sewer portion, which 
would be almost a $900 
adjustment, is upon receipt 
or plumber’s statement or 
something that the problem 
has been repaired. In my dis-
cussions with the family, that 
has not been done. By policy, 
I can’t grant an adjustment.”

The family, said Pelham, 
offered $100 a month over 
and above their normal bill 
until the debt has been paid. 

Information was present-
ed to the city Water and 
Sewer Committee. 

“I don’t have a problem 
making the adjustment as 
long as the meter is turned 
off and allowing them to pay 
an extra $100 a month,” said 
Alderman Mike Neal. “We 
won’t turn it back on until 
there’s a repair.”

Committee approval was 
given to waive the sewer 
portion of the bill. Accepting 
$100 a month did not need 
committee approval. No one 
currently residents in the 
home, and service will be 
reconnected once the repair 
has been made.

Photo courtesy WKRN
pictured is the crash site Saturday morning 

on interstate 24 near the Haywood lane exit 
where a Warren County ambulance was 
involved in a multi-vehicle accident.

Ambulance 
involved in 
I-24 crash
by JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)

 Continued on 8A
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Clara Collier, 8, enjoyed getting her face painted at Saturday’s 

Hopping into Health at the Three Star Mall organized by Junior 
Auxiliary of McMinnville.

Funny bunny H2whoa!
Family floored by 
$1,900 water bill

The city has 
waived almost 
$900 in sewer 

fees for a
runaway
water bill

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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