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Highway of doom fraught with perils

up just on the other side of the Warren
County line. For some reason, and I'm
sure it makes all the sense in the world,
they put down a coating of tar and
them put gravel on top of it. They then
posted signs warning of “loose gravel."

They should have said “watch for
shrapnel” instead as rocks flung by
cars going 45 to 75 miles per hour are
getting thrown at hyper speed. While
I'm yet to lose a windshield, I can hear
the rocks pinging off my paint job.
From what I understand, several mo-
torists have filed claims against who-
ever started the highway of doom.

Yes, my short commute to work has
gotten adventurous. Now I not only
have to worry about getting behind a
45’er, I also have to worry about him

hose in glass houses should nev-
er throw rocks. I never really un-
derstood that line since no one
I know of lives in a glass house in the
first place and if I actually did live in a
glass house, I'd be more worried about
tornadoes as a glass house in a twist-
er would make the average trailer park
look like a nuclear bomb fallout shelter

in comparison.

But this column isn't about glass
houses. No, it’s about dodging rocks.
Specifically dodging them on Highway
45 between here and McMinnville.

“You big dummy,” I can hear you
saying after I referred to Highway 56
(McMinnville Highway) as Highway
45. “Don’t you even know the road

names?”

Actually, the highway between Mc-
Minnville and Smithville is known to
some as Highway 45 since you gener-
ally get behind someone who refuses

to go over 45 miles per hour on the
two-lane stretch, most of which is a
double yellow line which forbids pass-
ing. These 45’ers act like their
car will explode if they actually
hit 46 on the speedometer even
though the speed limit most of
the way is 55 (translated to 65
for us scofflaws who take our
lives in our own hands and do
10 over).

The chances of getting behind
one of those putt-putt drivers
increases exponentially with
your rush to get to McMinnville
or Smithville. If you're in no hur-
ry, the road will be wide open
except for that one trooper who
you will pass while you're doing
75. That’'s more than 10 over,
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for license and registration.
“No officer, but I figure you're about
to tell me,” you respond as you're about

to get hit with a $200 ticket.

If youre in a hurry then
you will always have the
45’er who pulls out just
ahead of you from some side
road and goes like he’s in the
Christmas parade, speed-
ing up only when there’s a
dotted line where you might
could pass. There will always
be that semi-truck coming
when the possibility of pass-
ing presents itself, causing
you to tuck back in behind
the slow poke.

Sorry, I got off on a rabbit
trail. This column isn’t about

lead foot.

“Do you know how fast you were go-
ing, sir?” the trooper will say as he asks

glass houses or 45’ers. This is about
dodging rocks, specifically the horrify-
ing highway of doom someone has set

or her busting my windshield on the
highway of doom.
Contact Duane Sherrill at
news@smithvillereview.com

Cheap travel tips

Earth stood still B

n 1951, the man who later,

in 1979, created the first
"Star Trek" movie, pro-
duced a science fiction clas-
sic called “The Day the Earth
Stood Still." An alien and a
powerful robot from outer
space appeared in Washing-
ton, D. C. to warn the world
to get along together or face
destruction by other planets.
In the days of Joshua, the
successor to Moses, and lead-
er of the nation of Israel, the
inhabitants of a city called
Gibeon made peace with Isra-
el. The five kings of the Am-
orite people joined forces to
attack Gibeon, and so
the people of Gibeon
asked Joshua to help
them. God assured
Joshua that the Am-

orites would be de- (@ =
feated, and God per- |
sonally slaughtered -

many of them. They
began to flee, so God
dropped large hail-
stones from heaven,
and He destroyed
more of the Amor-
ites with the hail-
stones than Joshua’s
army had killed with
swords.

At this point, Joshua made
a bold statement, command-
ing the sun and the moon to
stand still until all the Am-
orites could be completely
destroyed. They both stood
still for about an entire day,
and Joshua 10:14 says, “There
was no day like that before or
after, that the Lord hearkened
to the voice of a man, for the
Lord fought for Israel.”

In II Kings 20, the proph-
et Isaiah was sent by God to
Hezekiah the king, because
he was deathly sick. Isaiah
told him to “set your house in

L

by Larry R.

order, for you will die, and not
live.” Hezekiah turned toward
the wall and prayed to God to
remember how he had walked
before Him in truth and with
a perfect heart, and had done
good in His sight. God decid-
ed to heal him and to add fif-
teen more years to his life.
Hezekiah then asked Isa-
iah for a sign that he would
be healed, so Isaiah gave him
a choice between having the
sun go backward or forward
ten degrees. Hezekiah chose
for the sun to go backward
ten degrees since he thought
that would be more difficult.
God honored Hezeki-
ah’s request, and the
shadow on the sundi-
al went back ten de-

| grees, which would

- equate to forty min-
) utes of time.

A story is told

iy about scientists in

the space program
checking the position
of the sun, moon, and
stars 100 and 1,000
years into the future,
in case they wanted
to send satellites into
orbit.  Their com-
puters discovered a
missing day in elapsed time
in the universe, so a Chris-
tian scientist told the story of
Joshua. When they added the
10 degrees from Hezekiah’s
day, the 24 hours of missing
time problem was solved, and
the Bible was found to be ac-
curate, as usual.

Steffee

Larry R. Steffee is pastor of
the Center Hill Brethren In
Christ Church on Miller Road
in Smithville.  Everyone is
welcome to attend. You may
email lIrsteffeetn@yahoo.com
for information.

The Smithville Review
encourages readers to ex-
press their views on sub-
jects of interest. Letters to
the Editor may be edited
for length, libel and clari-
ty. Readers should limit
remarks to 300 words or
less and should have a
daytime phone number
for verification. Letters
without full address and
signature will not be pub-
lished. Mail to: Letters to
the Editor, PO. Box 247,
Smithville, TN 37166 OR
email to: news@smithvil-
lereview.com
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Sav-A-Lot
Hardee’s
Food Lion
DeKalb Community Hospital
Green Hill Market
On The Way Market
Jewell’'s Market
Wholesale Tobacco
Dutton’s Market
K&M Jewelry
Center Hill Restaurant
Mystik Market
Delores’ Market
Dollar General - Smithville,
Dowelltown, Alexandria
F.Z. Webb & Sons Pharmacy
Walmart
Johnny’s Drugs
Kilgore’s Restaurant
Larry’s Discount
Rite Aid
Kwick-N-Ezy
Mapco Express
Village Chevron
Los Lobos Restaurant
D&D Market
Dairy Queen
Prichard Foods
Stop & Buy Citgo
C&C Market
DeKalb Market
Short Mtn Market
Smithville Review Office

f there's one thing I know,

it's travel. I've acquired some

great money-saving tips over
the years, and decided I can't
keep them to myself any longer.
So here are Jim's Tips on How
to Save Money While Traveling.
You're welcome in advance!

1. Just stay home. If you still
feel the urge to travel, go spend
a day watching the Travel Chan-
nel. Then cook a meal with some
kind of sausage that doesn't taste
like any meat you can identify.
Goat, maybe? Horse? Soylent
Green?

2. Sometimes we travel be-
cause we think it's important to
meet people in person. If it's so
important, why are WE
doing the traveling?
Why don't THEY do it?

3. Small children
don't need a vacation.
They are already on
vacation. Their whole
life is a vacation. Maybe
you've noticed: They do
exactly what they want,
whenever they want.

4. Teenagers do not
need a vacation. Re-
member, they get three
months off each sum-
mer. Don't spoil it for
them. Leave them at
home. No, not alone, but with
some caregiver who doesn't
cook or clean as well as you do.
The worse, the better. Aunt Til-
lie, maybe. She's 80 and yet the
6-foot-4 postman is scared of her.
The kids hate it when she visits.
She'll make them porridge with
prunes for breakfast and will
stand there until they eat it. Boy,
will those kids be glad to see you
when you get back.

5. Thanksgiving and Christmas
are coming up, and you might be
tempted to travel to Grandma's
house or some other crazy place
to "catch up with the relatives"
or because it's a tradition. Here's
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an idea: Go to Grandma's house
today, instead. Or sometime not
during the holiday rush. Go visit
your hometown while the lines
at the airport are only ONE hour
long. You'll finally be able to en-
joy Thanksgiving and Christmas.

6. For the money you spend
traveling to a wedding, you could
have sent a very nice gift. Two, re-
ally: one for yourself and one for
the new couple. And you're also
giving them the gift of not having
to feed you at the reception.

7. If you still insist on traveling,
remember that you're not saving
any money by taking the cheap-
er flight at 6 a.m. First, it means
you have to be at the airport by 5
a.m. And unless you live
next-door to the airport,
you'll have to leave the
house at 4. If you want
to take a shower first,
we're talking about set-
ting the alarm for 3:30
am. So instead, you'll
rent a hotel room next
to the airport the night
before your trip, cost-
ing you $200 -- which is
exactly how much more
money the 9 a.m. flight
cost.

8. Visiting the family?
Rent a car and stay in a
hotel. Make up some story about
why you can't actually spend the
night at their house, like, "My
doctor says I have to sit in a spa
for at least 40 minutes twice a
day," or "I don't want to bother
you with my giant sleep apnea
machine." Or better yet, "Some
of my medicines are highly ex-
plosive." They'll insist that you
stay with them but, alas, you've
already rented the room where
you won't have to share a bath-
room with Cousin Itt, and you
won't wake up to Fluffy the cat
sitting on your face at 5 a.m.

Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.
Jjim@gmail.com.
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