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     Thanks for voting us 
“Best of the Best” GIFT SHOP 

918 Sparta St. • McMinnville, TN • 473-4348 

Pictured from left Dale Groves, McKenzie Rockwell, Lora Hickey, MaKayla Stubblefield.
Not Pictured: Jerri Adams, Janice Crim, Laura Carter, Grace Odom.
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THANKS
FOR VOTING US

The #1
Funeral Home
In The County!

We’re really pleased and proud to 
have earned your vote of confidence.

Serving Warren and Surrounding
Counties Since 1925

101 College Street • MCMinnville, tn • 473-2137
24 Hour obituary inforMation 473-8585

www.highfuneralhome.com
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Being a volunteer firefighter can be a 
rewarding and valuable way to serve 
the community.

“I fell in love with helping the com-
munity,” said Slayden Rogers, who has 
been named Best of the Best 
Firefighter for 2018. “I joined 
the department right after 
high school in May 2010. 
I’ve known the fire chief, 
Mark Parker, and I had some 
friends in the fire depart-
ment. I thought I would go 
and try it out.”

He’s a member of Morrison 
Volunteer Fire Department.

“As soon as I joined, I 
knew this is what I wanted 
to do,” he said. “Being a vol-
unteer firefighter allows me 
to help others and give back to the 
community. I underwent all the 
required training, which included a 
16-hour session at our department, a 
64-hour state training session, and a 
live burn in Bell Buckle. We also meet 
once a month at the department for our 
normal checkups and training.”

His paid job is as a special education 
teacher at Hickory Creek Elementary, a 
career he sought while attending 
Tennessee Tech.

“I enjoy working at Hickory Creek 
and being with the kids,” he 
said. “I love combining what 
I do at the department with 
being a teacher and sharing 
it with my students. It’s a 
bonus for me to be allowed 
to show them my firefighting 
equipment and share with 
them that aspect of my life.”

Rogers has several hob-
bies.

“I love spending time with 
my lovely wife, Katie, and 
our beautiful daughter, 
Maggie Mae. I enjoy going to 

the gym with friends. We go every day 
and work out. If I have any time left, I 
love participating in anything out-
doors. I like hiking, kayaking, and I’ve 
been scuba diving.”

Second place goes to Christopher 
Helton, with Clint Walker coming in 
third.

FIREFIGHTER

Slayden Rogers
The Rotary Club of McMinnville, chartered 

in 1922, has been an active and substantial 
partner in Rotary International achievements 
for nearly 100 years. Its Noon Rotary, with 89 
members, has been named Best of the Best 
Civic Club for 2018. 

In the last five years, local 
Rotarians, along with the Steve 
and Kate Smith Memorial Fund, 
have invested $110,000 in the 
Petey’s Project inclusive play-
ground at Hickory Creek 
Elementary.

Also, the club has paid for the 
construction of new restrooms 
and shower facilities for Kids of 
the Community, has purchased 
commercial food freezers to enable the Senior 
Citizens Center to store frozen food transfers 
from Second Harvest until the items can be 
distributed to the public, created a stu-
dent-managed vegetable garden at Hamilton 
Street Community Center, and underwriten 
the new Boy Scouts of America Pack 172 based 
at Hickory Creek Elementary. 

In the areas of education and cultural enrich-
ment for children, the club annually sponsors 
some 500 Warren County fourth-graders and 

treats them to an age-appropriate classical 
music concert by the Bryan Symphony 
Orchestra (named in honor of McMinnville 
native and composer Charles Faulkner Bryan) 
at Tennessee Tech.

In partnership with the United Nations, the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
and public health institutions, 
Rotary’s Polio Plus campaign was 
launched in 1985 with the goal of 
eradicating the paralysis-caused 
virus from the face of the Earth. 
With individual Rotarians contrib-
uting more than $850 million and 
countless hours as volunteer vacci-
nators, the disease has been very 
nearly eliminated. 

While all clubs worldwide are obliged to 
support the Polio Plus campaign, local units 
are free to concentrate on projects that are par-
ticularly relevant in their communities and 
that fit in their international humanitarian 
agendas. The track at Nunley Stadium and the 
scenic overlook at the Barren Fork River dam 
are a couple of the major Noon Rotary projects 
of the past. 

Second place goes to Kids of the Community, 
with third place going to Morrison Ruritan.

CIVIC CLUB

Rotary Club of McMinnville


