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Magness Library has served as 
Warren County’s public library 
for nearly 100 years, getting its 
origins back in 1920.

The library remains a valuable 
resource for books and computer 
use today, but it’s expanded into a 
cultural arts center that’s a cozy 
gathering place for banquets, 
book signings, art shows, and 
more.

Nearly a century ago, Mary 
Cunningham used her own 
books, time and effort to create 
the first significant public library 
for Warren County in 1920. With 

Cunningham’s encouragement, 
businessman William H. Magness 
erected the library building on 
the corner of Main and Chancery 
streets as a memorial to his father 
and brother – a gift that continues 
to give back to local residents. 
The original library structure was 
completed Nov. 5, 1931.

Magness Library benefits from 
the services of Brad Walker as 
library director. The library phone 
number is 473-2428. The library 
website is www.magnesslibrary.
org.

In addition to books, Magness 

Library is filled with laptop and 
desktop computers for public 
use.

Weekly computer classes are 
taught. This is a year-round pro-
gram.

The computers are just part of 
the shift to electronic media as 
more and more library patrons 
are reading their materials elec-
tronically. Around one-fifth of the 
library’s circulation is electronic.

Computers allow patrons 
access to many information data-
bases, including the Tennessee 
Electronic Library, which is a 

popular program for providing 
readers access to major statewide 
newspapers such as those in 
Nashville,  Knoxville, 
Chattanooga and Memphis. It 
also allows for genealogy 
research.

Up-to-date computer technolo-
gy has changed the way most 
things are done at the library. 

Both books and library cards 
are bar coded; the card catalog is 
now computerized so patrons can 
see the book cover on the screen; 
and a computer-generated list of 
the transaction is given to each 

patron when he or she checks out 
books. The circulation system has 
been completely upgraded with 
the installation of Surpass 
Software.

The library currently houses 
40,000 items. The library has a 
patron database of 10,000. 

In addition to the main collec-
tion, which includes adult fiction 
and non-fiction books, audio 
tapes, DVDs, music CDs and 
periodicals, Magness Library 
houses four specialized depart-
ments: genealogy, horticulture, 
children’s and young adult.
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