
There’s plenty to do when school is out
Another Mini Standard year ends, and 

the end of another school year draws near, 
with teachers, students and parents making 
plans for the summer vacation. 

It doesn’t take long for the summer dol-
drums to take over and we hear the chil-
dren saying, “I’m bored, there’s nothing to 
do!” 

Never fear, children and parents alike, 
there are lots of fun things to do, and you 
don’t have to travel very far to find them.

• Visit Riverfront Park, take lunch or a 
snack, feed the ducks, play on the play-
ground or play some volleyball. You can 
always take a nature walk on the nature 
trail. 

• Gilley Pool at the Civic Center will 
officially open May 26, and welcomes 
swimmers of all ages. Center Hill Lake is 
available in neighboring DeKalb County, as 
well as the Olympic-size pool at Fall Creek 
Falls State Park. 

• Enjoying a softball or baseball game is 
always possible at one of the many fields 
located near the Civic Center. A trip to the 
new Nashville Sounds stadium in 
Nashville, or Chattanooga Lookouts game 
is always fun. 

• When it heats up outside, bowling is 
available at McMinnville Lanes, with many 
open bowling times available. Hot Wheels 
Skate Center is cool and welcomes skaters 
to join in the fun. 

• If you haven’t visited Cumberland 
Caverns, America’s second largest cave, 
lately, maybe it’s time to return. It’s always 
a cool 56 degrees year round. 

• Learn to swim or even brush up on 
your skills. The American Red Cross will be 
offering lessons starting in July. Check with 
the Civic Center at 473-1212 for details. 

• Area churches offer neat vacation Bible 
schools all summer long. They would love 
to have visitors. 

• Our own Jungle Jym, the best play-
ground around, is open and waiting for 
your visit. 

• Want to see a play? The refurbished 
Park Theater has regular entertainment 
presentations on tap. TPAC in Nashville 
offers very high quality productions, as 
well as the Nashville Children’s Theatre. 
Great shows are also produced at the 
Cannon County Arts Center in Woodbury, 
Cumberland County Playhouse in 
Crossville, and South Jackson Civic Center 
in Tullahoma. 

• Main Street Live, which presents musi-
cal acts outdoors on the West Lawn of 
Security Federal, is always a fun place.

• Check out a museum! Creative 
Discovery Museum in Chattanooga, 
Children’s Discovery House or Cumberland 

science Museum in Nashville are fun and 
informative. Want to learn more about our 
area history? Visit Southern Museum and 
Galleries of Photography Culture and 
History, or Heritage Alliance’s Warren 
County Heritage Center and Museum, both 
located on Main Street. 

• Visit Fall Creek Falls State Park. There 
is something for each member of the family, 
hiking, camping, biking trails, nature cen-
ter, fishing, paddle boats and more. 

• Rock Island State Park offers camp-
sites, cabins, hiking trails, picnic areas, 
playgrounds, walking trails and swimming 
area for guests, and it’s only a short drive 
away. 

• Make plans to attend Warren County’s 
Relay for Life Celebration scheduled for 
June 2 from 5 – 10 p.m. in downtown 
McMinnville.  

• Spread a blanket or quilt under a shade 
tree and read, look for shapes in the clouds 
or just daydream. 

• Write a letter to a friend or family mem-
ber. This is a disappearing art that we need 
to save. 

• Volunteer at a local retirement home or 
nursing facility, and see if you can come for 
a visit. Many of the elderly residents don’t 
receive many visitors, especially young 
ones. Also, they make for a great interview. 
They have forgotten more information than 
we will probably ever learn. 

• Read a book! Magness Library’s 
Summer Reading Program is a fun event to 
attend, and they are currently making plans 
for the summer. Morrison Public Library 
will also hold its Summer Reading pro-
gram, just give them a call for details.

• McMinnville Parks and Recreation 
Civic Center is open from 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
You can play basketball, tennis or partici-
pate in the many organized activities. The 
walking trail around the complex is great, 
and they always have a calendar of upcom-
ing events. 

• Visit the Farmers Market. They will be 
open Friday evening, Saturday mornings 
and Wednesday, and always have fresh 
fruits, vegetables, food items and plants for 
sale. 

• The Warren Saddle Club meets each 
Friday night (weather permitting) for its 
regular horse show. The arena is located 
behind the fairgrounds. 

• Celebrate our independence this July 4 
with activities held downtown and at area 
community centers. 

• Beautiful natural woods await you at 
the Savage Gulf area in adjoining Grundy 
County. Hike, take a picnic and enjoy 
nature at its finest. Greeter Falls, also in 
Grundy County, makes a lovely hike. 

• On Aug. 10-11 visitors can enjoy barbe-
cue at its finest at the Smokin’ in 
McMinnville activity held at the Civic 
Center. 

MARGARET HOBBS
Mini Standard editor
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West first-graders, from left, Maritza Contreas and Makayla Talbert liter-

ally turn upside down while playing on the school playground. 
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