
Cutting to the Chase
 Here is what I ended up purchas-
ing for my long range rifl e set up. 
It turns out that the gun industry 
has done us shooters a big favor 
by making precision shooting rifl es 
and accessories available right off  
the shelf.
 So, I didn’t have to order specialty 
gear from some obscure, one man 
custom shop run by a paranoid, 
opinionated shut-in. I purchased ev-
erything right here in Goldthwaite 
at the Mills County General Store. 
Why go online to strangers when I 
can get what I need close to home 
and support my friends in the pro-
cess?

10 Savage Ashbury Precision in 
6.5 Creedmoor

 I looked hard at the Ruger Preci-
sion Rifl e ($1,299 Retail) and The 
Tikka T3X ($1,899). Many more ri-
fl es have come on the market over 
that last year since I bought mine. 
In the end I chose 10 Ashbury Sav-
age Precision Rifl e in 6.5 Creedmoor 
($1,599) because I felt it fi t me best 
when I got behind it. The Savage 
was simply more comfortable to 
hold on target. All I can say is that it 
felt right. Plus, I was able to get the 
rifl e for less than retail at Mills Coun-
ty General Store.
 The Savage rifl e comes in .308 
Winchester or 6.5 Creedmoor. I 
could have chosen .308 since I al-
ready own several hunting rifl es in 
that caliber. So, I already have lots 
of .308 ammunition. As a result, I 
wouldn’t need to start ammo hoard-
ing from scratch.
 But, since I was going to be buy-
ing match ammunition that I didn’t 
have in .308 anyway, I decided to go 
ahead and choose the 6.5. Plus, the 
6.5 Creedmoor round has proven in 
the competitive world that it is su-
perior to the .308 in long distance 
performance past 1,000 yards. And, 
6.5 Creedmoor is the shiny new toy 
of the shooting world. I like Shiny 

new toys.
Don’t Skimp on Glass

 During my course at Delta Red, 
I looked through a wide range of 
long distance scopes. Top of the line 
scopes included Nightforce ATACR 
F1 Rifl e Scope 34mm Tube 7-35x 
56mm ($3,600 Retail), Swarovski 
Z6i Rifl e Scope 30mm Tube 5-30x 
50mm ($2,999), and Vortex Optics 
Razor HD Gen II Rifl e Scope 34mm 
Tube 4.5-27x 56mm ($2,499).
 They are obviously all great, but 
pricey scopes. And since no one 
has yet adopted me as their long 
range shooting son, I opted for the 
not so expensive Vortex Viper PST 
Gen II 5-25x50 Rifl escope in MRAD 
($1,149). It is a good rule of thumb 
to spend about as much on your 
scope as you spent on your rifl e. Af-
ter all, you can’t hit what you can’t 
see.
 This relatively new addition to 
the Vortex line is a front focal plane 
scope with Mil Dot adjustments. In 
choosing any long range scope with 
height and windage adjustments 
on the scope turrets, you have the 
option of choosing Mil Dot or Min-
ute of Angle (MOA) adjustments.
 Without diving too far into the 
weeds on this topic, I would advise 
you to pick one style and stick with 
it. Both Mil Dot and MOA adjust-
ment systems are equally eff ective, 
but knowing how to use the adjust-
ments correctly is the key to either 
system. I chose Mil Dot adjustments 
because that is the system the Army 
snipers used at my Delta Red course. 
Hooah!

Don’t forget the Base
 A system is only as strong as its 
weakest link. So, don’t skimp on 
cheap scope base and rings. I chose 
a Vortex Precision extended canti-
lever 20 MOA one piece base with 
integrated rings ($199). The base 
is elevated so as to give the scope 
more height adjustment, allowing 
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By Bob Rich
Delta Red Training Group, LLC
 You may have been shooting all your 
life so why should you take a defensive 
firearms training class? 

• My dad taught me to shoot, or
• My husband taught me to shoot, or
• I shot cans with my dad when I was 
young, or
• My friend took me to the range and 
showed me some things about shoot-
ing. 

 As instructors, we hear these com-
ments regularly when the subject of de-
fensive firearms training, or any formal 
firearms training, comes up.

 In life, there are three categories of 
knowledge:

1. There are the things we know.
2. There are the things we know we 
don’t know.
3. There are the things we don’t know 
that we don’t know.

 The largest category of knowledge 
is made up of the last classification and 
sadly, it often applies to the use of fire-
arms. Unfortunately, many individuals 
who have handled and shot firearms all 
their life, and many who carry a firearm 
for self-defense, are lacking in the train-
ing necessary to use the firearm proper-

Who Needs It?
ly, safely, and effectively. For example, 
they may not know how to return their 
firearm to an operational status should 
it stop functioning at a critical time.
 At Delta Red we offer training that 
will enable you to easily, quickly, and 
effectively check the loaded status of a 
firearm. We will also teach you how to 
clear the three most common types of 
malfunctions. You will become adept 
at methods of rapidly reloading a gun. 
You will learn how to recognize avail-
able cover and how to take advantage 
of the cover. You will become comfort-
able moving with a gun and using tacti-
cal lights in low light conditions. These 
skills will enhance your ability to use a 
firearm for self-defense and enjoyment. 
All of the training at Delta Red is con-
ducted while observing the four univer-
sally accepted firearms safety rules.
 The title of this article is “Defensive 
Firearms Training: Who Needs It?” 
The answer is that anyone who owns a 
firearm. Every firearms owner should 
acquire these skills through proper and 
professional training. Delta Red Train-
ing Group, LLC provides this type of 
training.
 It should be noted these skills are 
perishable without practice. Even if 
you have had prior professional train-
ing, our courses will be a great review 
and will enhance your firearms skills. 
We welcome your inquiries about our 
courses and training.
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