Long Range Rifle - Continued...
Cutting to the Chase
Here is what I ended up purchasing for my long range rifle set up.
It turns out that the gun industry
has done us shooters a big favor
by making precision shooting rifles
and accessories available right off
the shelf.
So, I didn’t have to order specialty
gear from some obscure, one man
custom shop run by a paranoid,
opinionated shut-in. I purchased everything right here in Goldthwaite
at the Mills County General Store.
Why go online to strangers when I
can get what I need close to home
and support my friends in the process?
10 Savage Ashbury Precision in
6.5 Creedmoor
I looked hard at the Ruger Precision Rifle ($1,299 Retail) and The
Tikka T3X ($1,899). Many more rifles have come on the market over
that last year since I bought mine.
In the end I chose 10 Ashbury Savage Precision Rifle in 6.5 Creedmoor
($1,599) because I felt it fit me best
when I got behind it. The Savage
was simply more comfortable to
hold on target. All I can say is that it
felt right. Plus, I was able to get the
rifle for less than retail at Mills County General Store.
The Savage rifle comes in .308
Winchester or 6.5 Creedmoor. I
could have chosen .308 since I already own several hunting rifles in
that caliber. So, I already have lots
of .308 ammunition. As a result, I
wouldn’t need to start ammo hoarding from scratch.
But, since I was going to be buying match ammunition that I didn’t
have in .308 anyway, I decided to go
ahead and choose the 6.5. Plus, the
6.5 Creedmoor round has proven in
the competitive world that it is superior to the .308 in long distance
performance past 1,000 yards. And,
6.5 Creedmoor is the shiny new toy
of the shooting world. I like Shiny
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new toys.
Don’t Skimp on Glass
During my course at Delta Red,
I looked through a wide range of
long distance scopes. Top of the line
scopes included Nightforce ATACR
F1 Rifle Scope 34mm Tube 7-35x
56mm ($3,600 Retail), Swarovski
Z6i Rifle Scope 30mm Tube 5-30x
50mm ($2,999), and Vortex Optics
Razor HD Gen II Rifle Scope 34mm
Tube 4.5-27x 56mm ($2,499).
They are obviously all great, but
pricey scopes. And since no one
has yet adopted me as their long
range shooting son, I opted for the
not so expensive Vortex Viper PST
Gen II 5-25x50 Riflescope in MRAD
($1,149). It is a good rule of thumb
to spend about as much on your
scope as you spent on your rifle. After all, you can’t hit what you can’t
see.
This relatively new addition to
the Vortex line is a front focal plane
scope with Mil Dot adjustments. In
choosing any long range scope with
height and windage adjustments
on the scope turrets, you have the
option of choosing Mil Dot or Minute of Angle (MOA) adjustments.
Without diving too far into the
weeds on this topic, I would advise
you to pick one style and stick with
it. Both Mil Dot and MOA adjustment systems are equally effective,
but knowing how to use the adjustments correctly is the key to either
system. I chose Mil Dot adjustments
because that is the system the Army
snipers used at my Delta Red course.
Hooah!
Don’t forget the Base
A system is only as strong as its
weakest link. So, don’t skimp on
cheap scope base and rings. I chose
a Vortex Precision extended cantilever 20 MOA one piece base with
integrated rings ($199). The base
is elevated so as to give the scope
more height adjustment, allowing
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