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Ask Rusty: Divorced spouse benefits

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Advisor

For The Advertiser

Dear Rusty:

Thank you for your Social
Security articles, which a
group of friends and I read
every week. If it had not been
for one of your articles, I
wouldn’t have known that I
could get benefits on my ex-
husband’s record, especially
that when I turn 66 I can file
to get just spouse benefits and
not take my own yet. Some of
my friends are also divorced,
and most of us don’t under-
stand what we can get from
our ex-spouse’s record. Could
you explain what kind of ben-
efits we «can get being
divorced? We have no one to
ask and Social Security does-
n’t tell you these things.
Signed: Divorced and Want to
Know

Dear Divorced:

I’'m glad you and your
friends are enjoying my

Social Security articles. I'll be
happy to focus this one on the
benefits available to divorced
spouses. For starters, you
should know that Social
Security’s rules on divorce are
“gender neutral”; that is, they
apply equally to both divorced
women and divorced men.
The basis for a spousal ben-
efit is always the ex’s benefit
amount at their full retirement
age (FRA), even if your ex-
spouse started benefits earli-
er. In order to be eligible for
spouse benefits though, you
must be at least 62 and
unmarried, you must have
been married to your ex for at
least 10 years, and your ex
must be either already collect-
ing retirement (or disability)
benefits or at least be eligible
to collect them. If they’re not
already collecting but are eli-
gible, you must be divorced
for at least two years.
Although spouse benefits
are often cited as being half of
the ex’s benefit amount, that’s
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only true if you have reached
your full retirement age when
you claim the spouse benefit.
Otherwise, your spouse bene-
fit will be reduced to some-
thing less than 50 percent,
perhaps as low as 32.5 percent
of your ex’s FRA benefit
amount (depending upon your
age when you apply). If you
are also eligible for Social
Security benefits on your own
work record, the spousal ben-
efit must be larger than your
own for you to get a “spousal
boost” bringing you up to the
spousal benefit amount. The
amount of benefit you get will
not affect the amount of your
ex’s benefit, nor the benefit of
anyone else receiving benefits
on your ex’s record.

If you were born before Jan.
2, 1954, and you have reached
your full retirement age and
have not yet applied for bene-
fits, you have the option to
take only spouse benefits and
allow your benefit from your
own work record grow at 8

percent per year up until you
reach age 70, at which time
you can switch to your own
benefit if it is larger. You
should also be aware that if
you take any Social Security
benefits before you reach
your full retirement age and
also work, you’ll be subject to
an “earnings limit” which, if
you exceed it, will result in
some of your benefits being
withheld.

If, as a divorced spouse,
your ex-spouse predeceases
you, you may be eligible for
survivor benefits equal to 100
percent of what your ex was
receiving (or entitled to
receive). In this case there is
an exception to the age rule
which says that you can col-
lect survivor benefits as early
as age 60 (50 if you’re dis-
abled). However, if you take
survivor’s benefits before
your full retirement age
(which as a survivor can be
less than your normal FRA),
your benefit amount will be
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That happy feeling when you have the perfect tan .

Travel Agent:
Honeymoon Special

Hwy. 76 in Hickory Tavern, SC
Call today for appointment or gift certificate 864-871-2888
(Tanning, Travel and Weight Loss)
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Laurens High School Horticulture Department

SPRING FLOWER SALE

3:30-5:30 p.m. .
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April 28
& May 12
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Sale held at
the LDHS
Greenhouse
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REMOVAL
864-804-0718

CCWEATHERS819@GMAIL.COM
WEATHERSTREEREMOVAL.COM

FREE ESTIMATES!
LICENSED & INSURED

GRAVEL, CONCRETE AND DIRT
WORK ALSOQ AVAILABLE.

®

BLUE SKY
Chimney Sweeps

Chimuey & Yenting Solutions

WE FIX
LEAKY

CHIMNEYS
Call Us!

682-5422

www.blueskychimney.com
bluesky@sweepstuff.com

Hanging Baskets
$12-%15

Decorative
Combos

520-525

Vegetables
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All proceeds will benefit the
Horticulture Department and the FFA.
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For any job you need done right, just ask.
Mowing, Trimming, Leaf Blowing & More
Stan Thompson, Owner/Operator
stan.thompson31@gmail.com

864-871-4923
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Christian Owned Business
Hickory Tavern, SC

Prompt Response & Reasonable Rates

Call 864-871-2772 or 864-871-5574

WILL BEAT ANYBODY'S PRICES!
ALL JOBS GUARANTEED!
All Types of Tree Care

Removal, Stump

(864) 8764518 Or 266-5484

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards & Pay Pal

reduced. You may defer col-
lecting survivor’s benefits to
let them grow to their full
value at your full retirement
age, but they stop growing
when you reach your FRA.
You can, however, continue to
collect survivor benefits past
your full retirement age and
allow your own retirement
benefit to grow, if that would
be to your financial advan-
tage. In fact, if your survivor
benefit is larger than your
own retirement benefit, you
may continue collecting it for
the rest of your life.

The information presented
in this article is intended for
general information purposes
only. The opinions and inter-
pretations expressed are the
viewpoints of the AMAC
Foundation's Social Security
Advisory staff, trained and
accredited under the National
Social Security Advisors pro-
gram of the National Social
Security Association, LLC
(NSSA). NSSA,

the AMAC

Foundation, and the
Foundation'’s Social Security
Advisors are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
United States Government,

the Social Security
Administration, or any other
state government.
Furthermore, the AMAC

Foundation and its staff do
not provide legal or account-
ing services. The Foundation
welcomes questions from
readers regarding Social
Security issues. To submit a
request, contact the
Foundation at info@amac-
foundation.org.
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HomeTown

Free Estimates

(864) 994-4909
(864) 923-2123

(864) 923-0052
Mountville, SC
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et your small engine equipment ready! Call the smaII
engine doctor at C&R Small Engine for a physical!

Will pickup and deliver  We sell & buy used equipment

C&

SMALL ENGINE
DOCTOR

Ricky Childres - 404-1548

MASTER HOME CLEANING

Top to Bottom: Cleaning ¢ Ironing * Elderly Help

Call Reahana 864-683-7671

Running Errands ® More

Reliable, Dependable Service

WELLS 'BsB l.uandscaplg .

& Tree Service

o Tree Removal e Stump Removal
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PUMPING
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Justin
(864) 910-1008
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e Landscaping

.”..1 irg e Lawn Maintenance
| 2l Leaf Removal

I lfémote Contrnlie

« * Gravel Driveways
¢ Irrigation Installation
& Maintenance

tup nder for "Hard To Get To" Places

Will Brown - 864-567-3033

Licensed & Insured
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

864-466-7757
864-427-1991

Locally owned and operated
for over 25 years!
¢ Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial
Insurance Accepted &
No Money Up Front

Novl/ Offering Financing

S&L Home
Improvements

—GENERAL CONTRACTOR—
Licensed & Insured for All
Your Building Needs
— FREE ESTIMATES —

*Seamless Gutters

*Decks, Screened In
Porches, Sunrooms

*Replacement Windows
°Room Addltlons Garages

L=|*Shingle & Metal Roofing

*Home Repairs
34 YRS. EXPERIENCE
833-6112
981-2410
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MASONRY

Brick veneer, mobile

home underpinning,

foundations, small
concrete jobs. Any kind
of brick or block work.

Jumor Grant

| 864-547-3027 {

Bruce Grant
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Jose Vargas, Owner

(864) 923-6220

(864) 923-4671
Spring Is Here!
Call Us Today!

FREE Estimates ¢ No Job Too Small
*Blowing * Mowing

* Trimming
Trimming * Edging

Mulchin
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»l * Pine Straw $65/Load
i Free Delivery -




