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A requiem for Earth Day?

This Earth Day, April 22, people
worldwide will celebrate the
Earth, its natural resources, and
the benefits it provides. Our lives
depend on the Earth. Clean air,
clean water, and clean land are
essential for our health and liveli-
hoods as well as for those of every
other living thing on the planet.

Born of an American cultural
revolution in 1970 in response to
unprecedented pollution and dis-
regard for the environment in the
name of “progress,” or more cor-
rectly “greed,” Earth Day has now
become a worldwide movement
that promotes wise stewardship of
the Earth’s natural resources and
calls humans around the world to
act responsibly for the Earth’s
care.

This year, we Americans espe-
cially ought to take stock of the
benefits we receive from the Earth
and consider our role in promoting
its care. Indeed, before our county
was a 100 years old, we gave the
world its first national park
(1872). Soon afterward we estab-
lished the first National Forest
(1891), National Bird Preserve
(1903), and National
Conservation Commission (1908).

Of course, these visionary acts
were also reactionary, as are most
conservation acts. America
extended its environmental stew-
ardship with the International
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (1918),
but it was in response to the
extinction and near-extinction of
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many migratory birds. We estab-
lished the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (1934), but only
after industrial pollution caused
dramatic losses of fish and
wildlife. The Soil Conservation
Act (1936) was a reaction to the
Dust Bowl.

The same “knee-jerk” gover-
nance applies to the establishment
of the Watershed Protection and
Flood Prevention Act (1954), Air
Pollution Control Act (1955), and
Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (1960).

Even visionary legislation like
the world’s first act to protect
untrammeled areas with the
Wilderness Act (1964) or create a
National Trails System (1968)
were reactions to the near disap-
pearance of wild spaces where cit-
izens could roam and experience
an expanse of the natural world for
extended periods of time.

Similarly the creation of the
National Environmental Policy
Act in 1969 and the
Environmental Protection Agency
in 1970, both of which were estab-
lished under the leadership of
Republican President Richard M.

Nixon with full bipartisan support,
were necessitated by a massive
public outcry from coast to coast
that reached a crescendo when the
Cuyahoga River caught on fire
again and became the symbol of
America’s pollution problem.

Then, acting as if their lives
depended on it — because all of
our lives did, Congress passed the
Clean Air Act without a single nay
vote. The Clean Water Act fol-
lowed (1972), and then came the
Endangered Species Preservation
Act (1973).

Americans wanted non-toxic
land to live on, non-poisonous air
to breathe, and non-contaminated
water to drink and touch. So they
worked together for the common
good Republicans and
Democrats — and asked compa-
nies and individuals to rethink,
reduce, reuse, and recycle for the
good of all.

Today, however, our nation
shows no common resolve to pro-
tect the environment we share.
Indeed, our current governmental
assault on hard-earned environ-
mental protections to safeguard
public health is unprecedented.
This past year alone, 33 environ-
mental policies and safeguards
were rolled back and 24 are still
being processed. Ten are stalled.
The particulars are well-chroni-
cled, but the trajectory is clear:
vital protections for the health of
the nation and the land we share
are being removed as speedily as

DRUNK DRIVERS WRECK CARS AND LIVES

This pain and suffering is 100% preventable and can be
avoided by making a plan for a safe ride home.

In 2016 there were 127 DUI-related traffic crashes
in Laurens County resulting in 9 fatalities and 101 injuries.
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possible for the financial advan-
tages of a few.

We are witnessing an environ-
mental Tragedy of the Commons,
a phenomenon in which self-inter-
ested individuals, if left
unchecked, will inherently choose
self-gain over the common good
and deplete — even spoil — the
resources that belong to all.

Presently, even the chief admin-
istrator of the EPA, Scott Pruitt, is
vigorously dismantling the very
agency our country created to
champion a healthier environment
for a  healthier people.
Foundational laws for clean air
and water are under attack, and
scientific research is ignored.
Moreover, according to the
League of Conservation Voters,
our state’s own federal representa-
tives are nearly all aligned with
Pruitt and are among the most
anti-environmental voters in the
nation.

Thus, despite our great natural
history, our legacy of environmen-
tal leadership for the world, and
widespread sentiments that the
Earth is good — even created by
God, we have entered another peri-
od of tragic disregard for the envi-
ronment and the life it sustains. If
left unchecked, the ways of self-
interest will bring far greater loss-
es, and Earth Day will become
more requiem than celebration.

April 21,2018

The Laurens County Advertiser EXTRA 5

Musgrove Mill to hold
annual encampment

Musgrove Mill State Historic Site
will be presenting their annual
Encampment Weekend on April 28
and 29. Come experience what life
was like on the South Carolina fron-
tier during the American Revolution!
Activities will highlight the battle of
Musgrove Mill and will feature
interpretive talks, demonstrations,
and exhibits presented by reenactors.
The demonstrations include historic
weapons demonstrations, tactical
military demonstrations, period chil-
dren’s games, colonial art, colonial
medicine, blacksmithing, and more.

The event will begin at 10 a.m.

and end at 4 p.m. each day.

Admission for the event is: Adults
- $4, children (age 6 to 16) - $2, and
children (age 5 and under) — free.

Admission is free with a Park
Passport Plus.

This event is designed for every-
one. Wheelchair and stroller accessi-
ble.

For more information regarding
this event you can contact Musgrove
Mill State Historic Site at 864-938-
0100, e-mail mgmillsp@scprt.com.

For more information on
the  site, please go to
www.SouthCarolinaParks.com.
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NEW PATIENTS
NOW BEING ACCEPTED

Our team is ready to help you have a healthy and beautiful smile!

Call us today!
984-4343

"Providing Quality Dental Services in a Caring, Christian Environment"
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COMING BACK!!!
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OPEN APRIL 24

Mpr. 305 Street Eats

ORDER HERE
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- Cuban

Lwan | 200-1453

- Burgers
- Tacos
- Smoothies
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Certified Gunsmith

Laurens, SC
*AR-AK-SKS *General Repairs
Upgrades *Augie's Ammo Club |
oDuracoat Finishes oFFL Transfers
1| oCustom Camo ~ *Restorations
| oClean & Inspect ~ *Wood Stock
*Accessories Repairs
oSpecial Orders  *Glass Bedding

Call
864-593-6013
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Appllance Installatlon &
Service Furniture Repair

Jeff Richards, Owner

864-923-2312

Local  Honest * Dependable ¢ Experienced ¢ Certified ® Insured

100 Laurens St.,
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Landscaping &
Hauling
INow Offers

Top Soil ¢ Gravel
Fill Dirt e Mulch
Compost

444-4990
| 444-3421
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(Inside Home Sweet Home Interiors)
— " Email: rsci. rlchardso@gmall com

Clinton, SC 29325
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Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodels

Flooring: Hardwood & Tile &

Porches ¢ Decks
Additions ¢ Sheds

Chuck Dembisky « SC Lic. #49864 o

Hunter Lawn Care

Professional Lawn Services

FREE Estimates
Mowing ¢ Trimming ¢ Edging
Blowing ¢ Shrub & Tree Trimming
Lawn Fertilization ® Mulching
Wheat Straw ¢ Pine Straw ¢ Leaf Blowing
Gutter Cleaning ® Spraying
Brush Removal

FuII y Insured

CONSTRUCTION

864-993-9842

Owner Chad Hunter
864-981-2299

hunterslawncare75@yahoo.com

Well’s Home
Improvements

We Do Gutters, Siding & Windows, Metal
& Shingle Roofs, Decks & Room Additions,
Aluminum Awnings, Window Specials,
Bath & Kitchen, Remodeling
20 Years Experience e Fully Licensed

Call Us for Special on
| IWindow Replacement!

" 864-200-1867 or
-~ 547-1540
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FREE ESTIMATES
FINANCING AVA".ABLE

Cell (864) 993-9448
(864) 998-5099

Cross Hill, SC 29332
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SHINGLES or METAL
SEANMLESS GUTTER

Licensed * Bonded

ALL WORK GUARANTEED |

cdemblsky@centurylmk net

EMERY'S TREE SERVICE, INC. | * Lockouts
NOW SERVING LAURENS “e Tire Changes
Specializing in: % * Winch Outs

sLot Clearing e Jump Offs

«Construction .. §-L
: 681-4869

*Fertilization
*Stump Removal
*Spraying . .
f| Mark Johnson’s Heating & Air
YOUR MOBILE HOME & MANUFACTURED SPECIALIST
Installations * New & Used * Relocations & Change Outs

*Tree Removal
*Trimming
LICENSED, INSURED, BONDED
Service All Makes & Models

*Thinning
eLandscaping

AUTHORIZED INTERTHERM, COLEMAN, GOODMAN
Mark Johnson (864) 876-4590

Owner/Operator (864) 871-4424 Cell

QUALITY
SERVICE

THOMAS BURTON & ScOTT EMERY
864-895-1852 « THOMAS@EMERYTREESERVICE.COM

465 Mountainview Dr.
Gray Court, SC 29645

- T % _ _
VAT AT RTINS AR ————————————Ei——*ﬁ
Well's Home Improvements r

_A PPN PPN NPy CLIP THIS AD FOR
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_>- TERMITE TREATMENT & 65
TREE

. NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!
EXPERTS

Want
bugs dead?
CALL BIG
RED!

Metal or 864-833-7810

Shingle

eTermite Control *Rodent Control
= eAnts, Cockroaches, Spiders, Silverfish, etc.
*Wood Infestation Reports *Moisture Control

BOBBY SMITH BIG RED
PEST CONTROL

MASTER PEST CONTROL
i

TECHNICIAN & MASTER TERMITE

ASPHALT PAVING, CONCRETE, GRAVEL
ALL TYPES OF GRADING AND

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
PROVIDED

We Do Roof Repairs
No job too big or too
small — we do it all!

We Also Install Mountain Rock

NO MONLEY UPFRONT
Financing Available

Call 864- 200 1867 or

969-6480

871-0272
CALL ANYTIME
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Interior & Exterior

Serving the Upstate of South Carolina

ART ROBBINS - US ARMY VETERAN
864-376-7918

References:

Since
1973

Pastor Bill Cole - 864-350-8413 ¢ Lee Tompkins - 864-200-6889

ROBINSON GRADING
864-871-2647




