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Photo by John Clayton
ON DUTY — From left, Capt. Deborah Waldrop, Northern Division Chief Richie
Nordstrom, Laurens County Deputy Fire Services Director Kurt Thackston and firefighter
William Rice in front of the fire engine at the new Saxton Fire Station on Thompson Road.

By John Clayton
Editor

Laurens County Director of Public Works Rob Russian
officially announced his resignation Tuesday night at the reg-
ular meeting of the Laurens County Council.

Russian has accepted a job as an engineer with Greenwood
County. He is a resident of Ninety Six.

“It’s going to be a little odd not to come over (Lake

Greenwood) for work,” Russian said. “I’m going to miss the
people here. Everyone I’ve worked with has gone above and
beyond.”

Russian has worked as director of public works in Laurens
County for the past three years. Prior to that, he worked in the
county for five years with the S.C. Department of
Transportation.

Laurens County Council Chairman Joe Wood praised
Russian for his work ethic and contributions to the county

during his tenure with the county.
“Rob has done a great job,” Wood said. “It doesn’t matter

what it is; he has had his ducks in a row.”
Russian’s last day on the job in Laurens County will be

Wednesday, but he said he expects to be checking in from
time to time to “tie up some loose ends.”

“I feel like I’m leaving some things unfinished,” he said.
A roofing project for the county’s offices at the Hillcrest 

(Continued on page 2)

Russian resigns county post for Greenwood job

By John Clayton
Editor

Laurens County’s newest fire station is
open for business.

The “Saxon Station” on Thompson Road
in the Fountain Inn countryside officially
opened on July 1, staffed around the clock
with two professional firefighters cross-
trained as emergency-medical technicians
(EMTs).

“This is the first step of a proactive outlook
for the county,” said Laurens County Fire
Services Deputy Director Kurt Thackston.

The Saxon Station, which is named after a
member of the family that sold the county the
land where the station now sits, has been
described as a “pilot program” that could be
implemented in stations across the county if it
is successful. The program calls for six full-
time firefighter-EMTs to staff the department
along with volunteers.

Laurens County Fire Services Director
Greg Lindley outlined the program to county
council at a November meeting, saying the
cost of staffing the new facility would be
about $220,000 annually. That expense is
covered with savings from a now-canceled
fire-services contract with the Fountain Inn
Fire Department.

“This is the first time we’ve ever required
our firemen to be EMT certified,” Thackston
said. “That’s a big step for us. We’ve got seven
or eight people in EMT school right now.”

Piedmont Technical School’s EMT pro-
gram is helping to train EMTs vital to the
county’s emergency system, Thackston said.

Firefighter William Rice, who was work-
ing his 24-hour shift at the new station
Wednesday afternoon, is among those seek-
ing EMT certification. EMT trainees undergo
220 hours of training in order to be certified.

(Continued on page 2)

Up and running
New Saxon Station on Thompson
Road setting new path in county
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With All New Ford Truck Purchases!With All New Ford Truck Purchases!

During the Month of July...
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P2470A
$14,995

*$1,000 Down, 4% APR,
Plus Tax, Tag & Title.
With Approved Credit

2016 KIA SOUL

$219
72 mos.*

Reduced!

2016 FORD F150 SUPERCAB 4X2
One Owner
Local Trade
2848A

$25,473

SPORT APPEARANCE PACKAGE
Reduced!

2014 FORD EDGE SEL
Black, Local
One Owner
P2454A

$20,280

Reduced!

2016 FORD FUSION
One
Owner
P2479

$17,759

ONLY 16K
MILES

Certified!
2015 FORD EDGE SEL

Silver, Local
One Owner
2689A

$23,860

ONLY 22K
MILES

2017 FORD EXPEDITION
Black, Loaded
One Owner
P2464

$32,727

Reduced!LIMITED

2015 FORD ESCAPE SE
Certified
One Owner
P2466

$17,388
2015 FORD ESCAPE

Titanium Silver
Certified
One Owner
P2467

$21,909
2015 FORD FUSION SE

Platinum, One
Owner, Leather
P2480

$16,511
2017 FORD EDGE TITANIUM
Black Beauty
One Owner
P2438

$24,762

UNDER 30K
MILES

ONLY 24K
MILES

Reduced!

Reduced!
Certified!

Reduced!

2017 CHRYSLER 300
Loaded
Sunroof
2854B

$22,995

20”
WHEELS

Local Trade

2016 FORD F250 XL SUPER CREW
4x4, Gas, Lifted All
Terrain Tires & Wheels
P2489

$34,816
2015 FORD F150 4x4 XLT

Super Crew, Bronze
One Owner
P2475

$33,380
2007 FORD EDGE

Local Trade
Wholesale Priced!
P2491A

$5,995
2016 TOYOTA TACOMA CREW CAB
XP Package
All-Terrain Tires
2735C

$28,972
2008 CHEVROLET

TAHOE LT
White, Local Trade

Leather, Roof DVD Player

$11,250
2753B

2016 FORD
EXPLORER XLT

One Owner
Gray, 44K Miles

$26,750
P2488

2015 FORD F150
SUPERCREW

4x2 XLT
Dark Green, One Owner

$31,995
P2484

1994 FORD
RANGER

Manual Transmission
Budget Buy!

$4,995
P2468A

Reduced!

SEE OUR
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www.firminford.com

Need Extra
Cash?

We’ll Buy Your
Used Car
or Truck!


