
Heartworms, which are spread
by mosquitos, can cause serious
health complications in pets.
Although heartworms are more
commonly diagnosed in dogs,
cats are also at risk for this dis-
ease.

Megan Arroyo, a veterinary
student at the Texas A&M
College of Veterinary Medicine
and Biomedical Sciences,
explained how heartworms can
harm our feline friends.

“The adult worms like to live
in the right side of the heart and
in the pulmonary artery, which is
the blood vessel that supplies
blood to the lungs,” Arroyo said.
“Adult heartworms can cause
chronic inflammation that can
cause permanent changes to the
heart, and even heart failure.”

These symptoms, however,
most commonly happen in dogs.
Cats’ immune systems are better
at fending off the worms before
they become adults. It takes
approximately six months for
heartworms to become an adult
in a new host, according to the
American Heartworm Society.

However, fighting off heart-
worms can cause inflammation,
which can lead to an immune
reaction in cats. This syndrome,
called Heartworm Associated
Respiratory Disease, is associat-
ed with significant inflammation
and permanent damage to the
lungs, Arroyo said.

To protect your cat, you should
give your pet preventative med-
ication against heartworms, even
if your cat primarily resides
indoors.

“As much as we hate it, mos-
quitos definitely do get in the
house, and it only takes one bite
from one heartworm-infected

mosquito for a cat or dog to get
heartworms,” Arroyo said.
“Heartworm disease in cats can
cause irreversible lung damage,
coughing, difficulty breathing,
weight loss, and even sudden
death. Why wouldn’t you choose
to protect your beloved cat from
this easily preventable disease?”

Prevention, Arroyo said, is key
in protecting cats against heart-
worms because the treatments

available for dogs are toxic to
cats.

“If your cat has heartworms, all
you can do is prevent further
infection and manage symp-
toms,” Arroyo said. “Prevention
truly is the best and only medi-
cine for heartworms in cats. No
cat parent should skip out on pro-
tecting their cat against heart-
worms.”

After all, kitty hearts deserve

just as much love and protection
as their canine counterparts,
Arroyo said.

Pet Talk is a service of the
College of Veterinary Medicine
& Biomedical Sciences, Texas
A&M University. Stories can be
viewed on the Web at
ve tmed. tamu.edu/pe t ta lk .
Suggestions for future topics may
be directed to
editor@cvm.tamu.edu.
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♦Yard Sales
130
SATURDAY, 9 a.m-2p.m. 4287 Greenpond 
Rd. - about 1 mile south of GT’s. Handbags, 
household items, kids, lots of boys’ fall 
clothes, new ladies Harley Davidson shoes.

MT ZION AME CHURCH, 19035 Lucas Ave., 
Laurens. Sat., Sept. 22, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Fish 
plate & hotdog plate for sale. $8/plate. We 
deliver for 5 or more. 864-554-4130.

Furniture, whatnots, and much more! 1208 
Greenwood Rd., Laurens. Saturday, 8 a.m.-
until.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22: 202 Wardlaw 
Rd. Turkey fryer, chainsaw, household items, 
clothes, etc.

UNDER CARPORT SALE: Construction 
tools, garden tools, collectibles, housewares, 
clothing, etc. Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 
from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 323 N. Main St., Cross 
Hill. 

HUGE YARD SALE: Sat., Sept. 22. 8 a.m. 
Furniture, gas range, small appliances, men 
& women clothes, toys, clothes and items for 
a girl (baby-toddler), quilts/comforters, holi-
day decorations, cookbooks, and other stuff. 
139 Meadowbrook Dr., Laurens (Hwy. 76W, 
past high school).

♦Auctions
135
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in 99 S.C. 
newspapers for only $375. Your 25-word 
classified ad will reach more than 2.1 million 
readers. Call Alanna Ritchie at the S.C. 
Newspaper Network, 1-888-727-7377.

AUCTION - Beautiful 2-Story Home - Vehi-
cles - Furniture - Tools - Household Items - 
Collectibles. Saturday, September 29, 10 
AM. 1834 Partridge Circle, Florence, SC. 
Damon Shortt Auction Group, 877-669-4005. 
SCAL2346. damonshorttproperties.com

♦Services & Repairs
145

• COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICE •
Degree in Electronic Engineering, 20 yr
experience. Installation, maintenance,
troubleshooting. Reasonable rates. 

I MAKE HOUSECALLS
682-9150 or 871-3694.

♦Announcements
160
HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just 
$75 down and $50 per month! Call 800-937-
2218 and mention 88270 for a risk free trial! 
FREE SHIPPING!

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company for details. NOT just 
a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350 pro-
cedures. 855-397-7030 or http://www.den-
tal50plus.com/60 Ad#6118

COMPARE MEDICARE Supplement Plans 
and Save! Explore Top Medicare Supple-
ment Insurance Plans For Free! Get covered 
and Save! Call 888-210-4909

SLEEP APNEA Patients - If you have Medi-
care coverage, call Verus Healthcare to qual-
ify for CPAP supplies for little or no cost in 
minutes. Home Delivery, Healthy Sleep 
Guide and More - FREE! Our customer care 
agents await your call. 1-866-721-3917

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE 
DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 844-524-2197

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award. Call 855-664-5681 for informa-
tion. No Risk. No money out-of-pocket.

Grant Writing Boot Camp - Sat., Sept. 29, 
2018. 8a - 5p, breakfast and lunch included. 
The Capital City Club, 1201 Main St., 25th 
Floor, Columbia, SC. $199.00, purchase tick-
ets on EventBrite, 
grantsforyou.eventbrite.com (803) 997-2260

Metal or
Shingle

Well's Home Improvements

ROOFING

We Do Roof Repairs
No job too big or too
small — we do it all!

We Also Install Mountain Rock
NO MONEY UPFRONT

Financing Available
Call 864-200-1867 or

547-1540
FREE ESTIMATES

Well’s Home
Improvements

 ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES

FINANCING AVAILABLE

We Do Gutters, Siding & Windows, Metal
& Shingle Roofs, Decks & Room Additions,

Aluminum Awnings, Window Specials,
Bath & Kitchen, Remodeling

20 Years Experience • Fully Licensed

Call Us for Special on
Window Replacement!

864-200-1867 or
547-1540

864-993-9842
cdembisky@centurylink.net

Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodels

Flooring: Hardwood & Tile
Porches • Decks

Additions • Sheds
Chuck Dembisky • SC Lic. #49864

WHO? WHAT? WHERE?WHO? WHAT? WHERE?

SPEAKS

•Block•Brick
•Masonry

•Concrete 
Finishing

981-6438
CURTIS SPEAKS

Owner/OPERATOR

LICENSED & BONDED

Insurance Accepted &
No Money Up Front

(864) 994-4909
(864) 923-2123
(864) 923-0052

Locally owned and operated
for over 25 years!

• Licensed & Insured  •
Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates

Now Offering Financing

Mountville, SC

Vargas
Lawn
Care

Jose Vargas, Owner

(864) 923-6220
(864) 923-4671

Summer Is Here!
Call Us Today!

•Blowing
• Hedge

Trimming
• Mulching
• Flower Beds
• Pine Straw
• Gutter Cleaning

• Mowing
• Trimming
• Edging

FREE Estimates • No Job Too Small

FIREWOOD
$65/Load
Free Delivery

S&L Home
Improvements
—GENERAL CONTRACTOR—
Licensed & Insured for All

Your Building Needs
— FREE ESTIMATES —

•Seamless Gutters
•Decks, Screened In
Porches, Sunrooms

•Replacement Windows
•Room Additions, Garages
•Vinyl Siding
•Shingle & Metal Roofing
•Home Repairs

34 YRS. EXPERIENCE
833-6112
981-2410

2485 Hwy. 221 S., Laurens

864-681-1656

Authorized Dealer For

Dale Byers
Detailing And Auto
& Truck Accessories
Car Wash, Wax

& Detailing
We also offer:

Vent Shades •Step Bars
Tool Boxes •Tonneau Covers

Spray-In Bed Liners
"Paintless Dent Repair"

Brush Guards •And More!

•Lockouts
•Tire Changes

•Winch  Outs
•Jump Off

864-681-4869

Northside
Towing

POOMow Better Lawn Care
We mow better than the rest!

Also Offers
•Gutter Cleaning

•Hedging

Call Rick at 864-340-6101

Free
Estimates

Hire a U.S. Army Veteran

Wee's
MASTER  HOME CLEANING

Top to Bottom: Cleaning • Ironing • Elderly Help
Running Errands • More

Call Reahana 864-683-7671
Reliable, Dependable Service

Cuts 'N Such Lawn Care
For any job you need done right, just ask.

Mowing, Trimming, Leaf Blowing & More
Stan Thompson, Owner/Operator

stan.thompson31@gmail.com

864-871-4923

ASPHALT PAVING, CONCRETE, GRAVEL

ROBINSON GRADING
864-871-2647

DRIVEWAYS
ALL TYPES OF GRADING AND

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
PROVIDED

Nordquist

444-4990
444-3421

Landscaping &
Hauling

Top Soil • Gravel
Gravel Driveways
Fill Dirt • Flower

Bed Maintenance

Residential Only

Free Estimates

871-2
045

590-8
661C

a
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41 Years Experience

Gary's
Pressure Washing

Pet talk: Heartworms in cats

WE'RE
ONLINE

www.laurenscountyadvertiser.net


