Page 27

Call News and Washington County News Outdoors Guide

February 28 and March 2, 2018

Even longer snapper season?

Exempted fishing permits could allow 47-day season for Alabama

BY DAVID RAINER
Ala. Dept. Conservation, Natural Resources

If the plan works out, Alabama
red snapper anglers will have access
to the prized reef fish for more days
than last year’s extended season.

The plan entails exempted fishing
permits (EFPs) that allow the five
Gulf states to set seasons that will
keep the snapper harvest within the
overall quota for the recreational
fishery in the Gulf.

If approved, the
EFPs will be used
until the Gulf of
Mexico Fishery
Management Coun-
cil has time to go
through the process
to approve state
management plans
for the Gulf states.

Commissioner
Chris Blanken-
ship of the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources
said approval for the state manage-
ment plans would likely not happen
before 2020, and the EFPs would be
in place during the 2018 and 2019
seasons.

“We were working with (Alabama)
Sen. (Richard) Shelby and talking
with him last year about the possibil-
ity of Marine Resources managing
the red snapper fishery in the artifi-
cial reef zones off Alabama,” Blan-
kenship said. “We have more than
1,000 square miles of permitted reef
zones, the largest in the country, and
we wanted to be able to manage the
fishery inside there.”

Sen. Shelby added language in the
2016 appropriations bill that allowed
NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration) to establish
a pilot program for state manage-
ment in designated artificial reef
zones.

“That was the genesis of the
exempted fishing permits,” Blan-
kenship said. “Alabama submitted
our proposal to NOAA. They were
concerned if only one state did it,
it wouldn’t be fair and the states
wouldn’t have the same opportunity.
That’s where the idea for exempted
fishing permits came from. NOAA
suggested that instead of a pilot

program we do exempted fishing per-
mits for state management in each of

the five Gulf states.

“Last week at the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council meet-
ing, the Council voted to approve
exempted fishing permits for the
five Gulf states. Although Council
approval wasn’t required, the states
and NOAA wanted the Council’s
blessing before proceeding. The ex-
empted fishing per-
mits can be issued
by NOAA, but the
federal people and
the Gulf states felt it
would be best to go
to the Gulf Council
so they could review
the permits, ask
questions and make
comments.”

Alabama Con-
gressman Bradley
Byrne, who has been at the forefront
of the effort to improve access to
the red snapper fishery, thanked the
Gulf Council for supporting the EFP
program.

“As I have always said, this issue
is about so much more than just our
fishermen,” Byrne said. “A full red
snapper season is good news for the
hotels, restaurants, gas stations, and
other small businesses in our coastal
communities. I also want to thank
Senator Richard Shelby, Alabama
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Commissioner
Chris Blankenship, and our other

Gulf Coast colleagues for working to-

gether to ensure our fishermen and
coastal communities have a full and
adequate red snapper season.”

After a 30-day public comment pe-
riod, NOAA will consider comments
and take one of three routes - issue
the permits, not issue the permits or
make changes to the permits before
they are issued to ensure the states
don’t go over the quotas. A decision
is expected in mid-April. Blanken-
ship said the five Gulf states worked
together to come up with a plan to

divide the overall quota to try to min-

imize the chances the states would
exceed the recreational fishing quota
for the year.

“Alabama’s portion of the quota

would give us a season very similar
to what we had last year,” Blanken-
ship said. “We thought that was a
good result last year. The people
really enjoyed it, and we wanted to
make sure we had something at least
that good this year and in 2019.

“I feel confident from the Gulf
Council reaction that the plan was
prudent and had a lot of support.
More important, in a letter from
Chris Oliver, head of the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), in
response to a letter of support from
Congressman Byrne, Oliver stated he
and NOAA were very supportive of
the in-state management of the red
snapper fishery The leadership at
NOAA is supportive, the Gulf Coun-
cil is supportive and the states are
supportive; we feel it was a well-rea-
soned plan for these exempted fish-
ing permits for the next two years.”

Alabama Governor Kay Ivey also

applauded the support shown by the
Gulf Council.

“Alabama and the other four Gulf
states worked diligently to put forth
comprehensive proposals that cor-
respond to the geography and red
snapper populations off their states,”
Governor Ivey said. “I am confident
that this EFP will demonstrate Ala-
bama’s ability to effectively manage
recreational red snapper fishing in
waters adjacent to our state.”

Based on the effort shown through
the Red Snapper Reporting Program,
otherwise known as Snapper Check,
from last year’s extended season of
42 days, Marine Resources Division
Director Scott Bannon said the pro-
posed 2018 season would be 47 days
long. The snapper season would be
on each Friday, Saturday and Sunday
starting on June 1 and ending on the
Monday of Labor Day and including
the full week of the Fourth of July.

-

Take comfare in it.

Your choices you make at home can make a difference to the environment. When you
switch to natural gas appliances from electric, you can reduce your home’s carbon
footprint by as much as 40%. Natural Gas has been the right choice for you, make it the
right choice for your environment. Make a difference, protect America’s energy future.

2003 College Avenue
Jackson, AL 36545

251-246-2428
1-800-449-3338

www.cmcgas.coim





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


