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Hickory Antiques and
Collectables Mall

Largest Mall In The Area
20,000  Sq. Ft. with 80 plus Dealers

348 US Hwy 70 SW
Hickory, NC 28602

828-322-4004
Jim Gant - Owner

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 1:00-6:00 pm
www.hickoryantiquesmall.com

Open Monday - Saturday for lunch and dinner. Closed Sundays.

BBQ Restaurant
Seafood Restaurant

2450 North 
Center Street
(Viewmont)

Hickory, NC 28601

(828) 328-2300

Serving Bethlehem 
and Hickory 
Since 1986!

Celebrate Easter
with some

Smokehouse Ham!

Submitted by
Susan Lydick Greene

 “Now I know what 
heaven is like,” marveled 
Pastor Kate Crecelius of 
Unity Lutheran Church in 
Hickory. Sunday, March 4, 
saw Unity and Mt. Pisgah 
Lutheran Churches part-
nering to host a benefit 
for Safe Harbor ministries 
with a standing–room–only 
performance by Lenoir-
Rhyne’s A Cappella Choir, 
directed by Dr. Ryan 
Luhrs and Lenoir-Rhyne’s 
Brass Ensemble, directed 
by D. Christopher Nigrelli.
 So many hands from 
different organizations in 
the Bethlehem/Hickory 
communities combined 
their skills, talents, and 
resources, to make this 
event the success that it 
was. Pastor Mike, as he 
is fondly known by the Mt. 
Pisgah Lutheran church 
family, stated, “It was a 
beautiful partnership 
between two churches and 
both music and arts com-
bined with a meaningful 
outreach mission to Safe 
Harbor Ministries. It was 
all I had envisioned in 
every way.”
 Susan Lydick Greene, 
a spokesperson for Mt. 
Pisgah explained, “I 
watched tears rolling down 
faces in the audience as 
the choir sang “Lord, God, 
You Have Called Your 
Servants” (by J. Aaron 
McDermid) and “Here I 
Am, Lord” (by Daniel L. 
Schutte). It truly sounded 
as if the angels in heav-
en had come to serenade 
us personally. The talent 
involved blended with the 
acoustics of the church to 
create a performance of 
the purest sound.”
 Mt. Pisgah and Unity 
Lutheran Churches, 
joined together in coop-
eration with Lenoir-Rhyne 
University, to celebrate 
the joy found in sharing the 
gifts of music, art, and the 

testimony of a life journey, 
with a program to benefit 
Outreach Ministry, Safe 
Harbor, The public was 
invited to attend the 3:00 
program and by 2:45 addi-
tional seating was being 
put into place in order to 
accommodate the larger 
than expected crowd of 
approximately 300. 
 Prior to the concert, 
Pastor Kate had declared, 
“This event celebrates 
God’s work in the world 
through the arts,” states 
Pastor Kate Crecelius, of 
Unity Lutheran.  “We’re 
incredibly grateful and 
excited to host LRU’s 
Music and Art depart-
ments to promote aware-
ness of, and support, the 
work and mission of Safe 
Harbor.  This concert is the 
result of many people com-
ing together from across 
the city, and is the vision of 
Pastor Mike Stone, of Mt. 
Pisgah Lutheran Church, 
who reached out to us.  
We all belong to each 
other, and we can make 
the world a more beautiful 
place, only when we work 
together.” 
 Dr. Chris Nigrelli 
added, “It was inspiring for 
our students to perform 
for such a large and enthu-
siastic audience. And, to 
lend our talents towards 
supporting such a wor-
thy and important cause 
as Safe Harbor Ministries 
is very rewarding. I am 
grateful to Pastors Stone 
and Crecelius for their 
leadership in bringing 
these series of programs 
to fruition.”
 Coupled with the 
musical performance, 
student artists from 
Lenoir-Rhyne’s Visual 
Arts Program, under the 
direction of Claire L. Pope, 
MFA, Assistant Professor 
and Program Coordinator, 
Fine Arts, presented art-
work created with mes-
sages of hope, which was 

displayed at a reception 
following the performance.
 Exceeding projections, 
nearly $3,000 dollars was 
raised for Safe Harbor 
through a free-will offer-
ing. Safe Harbor min-
istries exist to create a 
Christ-centered communi-
ty where women can work 
to rebuild their lives—dev-
astated through situations 
caused by poverty, home-
lessness and/or addic-
tion—through immediate 
and long term programs. 
Safe Harbor receives a 
substantial part of their 
funding from churches, 
businesses, individuals, 
and events like this. For 
more information on Safe 
Harbor, visit http://www.
safeharborrescuemission.
org.
 Jackie McKool, 
Development Director for 
Safe Harbor, offers her 
thoughts on the event:  
“What an impressive 
group of young adults from 
Lenoir-Rhyne that per-
formed yesterday!  The art 
presentations also were 
impressively emotional.  I 
was totally overwhelmed 
at the quick generosity of 
the audience as well with 
their financial support of 
Safe Harbor—I was blown 
away!  I expected [that 
we would raise] maybe 
several hundred dollars, 
but instead, a love offer-

ing of almost $3,000 was 
raised!!  It just continues 
to confirm my observa-
tions of this community – 
GENEROUS!”
 Emotions were riding 
high at the conclusion of 
the performances, which 
finished with an extend-
ed standing ovation. 
Surprising everyone, an 
unknown guest extended 
the performance by shout-
ing from the seats, “Today 
has been a day of grace! 
Can you sing it?” As the 
choir nodded the affirma-
tive, they added one addi-
tional song “O Day Full 
of Grace,” (arr. F. Melius 
Christiansen) and the con-
cert ended with another 
standing ovation. A day of 
Grace indeed.
 The next event in this 
series will be held October 
21st. For more information 
about Unity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, please 
call Unity Lutheran 
Church at 828.324.1533 or 
visit www.unitylutheran.
net. 
 The Mt. Pisgah 
Lutheran Church fam-
ily warmly welcomes all. 
For directions and further 
information, please call 
the church at 828.495.8251; 
visit www.mtpisgahelca.
org or the Facebook page 
at Mt. Pisgah Lutheran 
Church, ELCA.

Celebration of Faith and the Arts, benefit for 
Safe Harbor, was standing room only on March 4

 AT MARCH 4 BENEFIT CONCERT — Above, 
Dr. Ryan Luhrs conducts LRU’s A Cappella Choir 
at Unity Lutheran Church on March 4, 2018.

FOOTHILLS
Monument Company

4861 Hickory Blvd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630

Granite • Bronze • Marble 

828-396-9700 Office
828-396-9701 Fax

www.foothillsmonument.com
tombstonebill@embarqmail.com

ACHS Men’s Tennis Team 
downs North Lincoln, 
climbs to 3-0 this season

By D.N. PENNELL, Jr.
 The Alexander Central 
Men’s Tennis Team won its 
third straight match to open 
the season in a 6-3 victory over 
the North Lincoln Knights on 
Tuesday afternoon, March 13, 
in Pumpkin Center.
 The Cougars posted a 4-2 
singles performance and a 
2-1 doubles effort en route to 
the team’s third straight vic-
tory.
 Carter Patterson, Jackson 
Barr, Chandler Davis, and Ca-
leb Bolick won their respec-
tive singles contests to re-
main unbeaten this season at 
3-0. Patterson and Barr won 
easily, 8-0 and 8-1 respectively. 

On court three, Chandler Da-
vis recorded an 8-5 win.
 The most competitive sin-
gles match came on court five 
where Caleb Bolick rallied 
from behind for his third win 
of the season. Bolick trailed 
6-3 at one point in the match 
before coming back to win 9-7.
 In doubles action, Patter-
son and Cameron White com-
bined for an 8-2 win on court 
one, while Barr and Chandler 
Davis won 8-5 on court two to 
improve to 3-0 on the year.
 The Cougars will travel to 
St. Stephens for a non-confer-
ence match with the Indians 
on Thursday, March 15, at 4 
pm.

 On Thursday, March 8, 
ACC legend Phil Ford and 
Pet Sumner of the Sumner 
Group held a press confer-
ence at Alexander Central 
High School to announce 
details about the ACC 
Barnstorming Tour, which 
is coming to Taylorsville on 
Thursday, April 12, at 7:30 
pm.
 During the conference, 
the tentative roster for the 
2018 ACC team was an-
nounced. The list includes 
Grayson Allen of Duke Uni-
versity and Joel Berry, II, 
and Theo Pinson of North 
Carolina.
 Allen was a member of 
the 2015 Duke University 
National Championship 
Team as a freshman. This 
year, Allen was a third-
team All-ACC honoree.
 Berry and Pinson have 
been leaders for North 
Carolina since arriving on 
campus in 2014. The duo 
played key roles in last 
season’s NCAA Champion-
ship for the Tarheels. Berry, 
who was named the MVP 
of the Final Four last April, 
is a first team All-ACC 
performer this year, while 
Pinson earned Honorable 
Mention honors.
 In addition, Abdul-Malik 
Abu, Lennard Freeman, 
and Al Freeman of NC 
State, and Aaron Rohlman 
of UNC will be part of the 
game in April. Seniors from 
Wake Forest are slated 
to fill out the ACC roster, 
which will be coached by 
Phil Ford. 
 General Admission tick-
ets for the game are only 
$12 presale and $15 at the 
door. VIP tickets are sold 
out. 
 Tickets are available on-

line at  www.carolinabarn-
storming.com or at local 
ticket outlets. Locally gen-
eral admission tickets can 
be purchased at Alexander 
Central High School, West 
Alexander Middle School, 
East Alexander Middle 
School, PJ’s Seafood & 
Steak in Bethlehem, and 
The Taylorsville Times of-
fice in downtown Taylors-
ville.
 Doors will open at 6:00 
pm and the game will tip off 
at 7:30 pm. 
 The ACC Stars will be 
facing off against a local 
all-star team made up 
of seniors from the NW 
3A/4A Conference. The 
NWC team includes play-
ers from Alexander Central, 
Hickory High School, South 
Caldwell, West Caldwell, 
and St. Stephens. The area 
team will be coached by 
ACHS Coach Ed Wills. He 
will be assisted by St. Ste-
phens Coach Murphy Post 
and ACHS Assistant Coach 
Cam Gant. 
  For the past 39 years, 
The Sumner Group has 
sponsored and coordinated 
the ACC Barnstorming 
Tour. 
 This marks the 40th year, 
the Tour has provided a 
rare up-close-and-personal 
look at such standout play-
ers as Michael Jordan, Len 
Bias, Dereck Whittenburg, 
Tyler Hansbrough, Nolan 
Smith, and Tyler Zeller 
to fans of all ages across 
the southeastern Unit-
ed States.   
 This season promises to 
be another exciting year in 
Barnstorming history. In 
addition to the basketball 
games, each stop will also 
consist of a 3-point contest 

and a dunk contest. Players 
will be available following 
the game for a limited auto-
graph session with general 
admission ticketholders.  
  VIP ticketholders will 
enjoy reserved front row 
seating to the game, a post 
game reception with the 
ACC All-Stars, and a photo/
autograph session. 
 A portion of the proceeds 
from each game will be 
donated to the Ronald Mc-
Donald House. Additional 
proceeds will also ben-
efit the Alexander Central 
High School Cougar Club.   
Farm Bureau Insurance in 
Taylorsville is the Corpo-
rate Sponsor for this year’s 
ACC event in Alexander 
County. 
    Psychological Solutions 
of Lake Norman and Solu-
tions of Hickory are serving 
as the Associate Sponsors 
for the ACHS event.

NWC ALL-STARS
ALEXANDER CENTRAL
Jackson Barr
Kendall Flowers
Blan Hodges
Adam Mahaffey

HICKORY HIGH
Torey James
Jaquan Thurman
Jackson Bell

ST.STEPHENS
Drew Cline
Hunter Pyatte
Ezequiel Figueroa De Valle

SOUTH CALDWELL
Trey Seagle
Kaden Anderson

WEST CALDWELL
Elijah Brooks
Kaleb Dula

Alexander County . . .
 We ARE Your
 Dry Cleaners!

 MARCH SPECIAL 

BLOUSES

25% OFF
Established 1959

1413 2nd St. NE
(Hwy. 127 N. - Viewmont)

HICKORY
828-324-8751

Hours: M-F 6-6, Sat. 7-2

Fur Cleaning & Cold Vault Storage • Drive-Up Window Service • On-Site Alterations

Celebrating Our 50th Year!

PIZZA     PARLOR

Pizza BuffetPizza Buffet
HOME OF THE GREATHOME OF THE GREAT

All-You-Can-Eat
Daily Lunch &
Dinner Buffets

Since 1967!
. . . including spaghetti, 

salad bar with over 
40 plus items and 
homemade soup 

selections.

DAILY SPECIALS
MONDAY

Kids Night Buffet

 $.99
Kids 11 & under, with purchase of a drink

TUESDAY
Senior Day

$1.00 Off Buffet
Includes drink, 60 & over

WEDNESDAY
Wing Night

Enjoy Wings on the Buffet for
                      $10.99

THURSDAY
Fundraiser Night

FRIDAY
Free Breadsticks

www.villageinnpizza.com

TAYLORSVILLE90 Liledoun Rd.Taylorsville, NC 28681828-632-9217
BETHLEHEM9467 NC Hwy 127Hickory, NC 28601828-495-8467
HICKORY

SPRINGS ROAD2467 Springs Rd NEHickory, NC 28601828-328-3010
HICKORY

VIEWMONTViewmont - 1021 2nd St. NEHickory, NC 28601828-322-2929
LENOIR1234 Morganton Blvd.Lenoir, NC 28645828-758-8900

NORTH WILKESBORO1922 West Park Dr.N. Wilkesboro, NC 28659336-667-1912

MORGANTON1016 Burkemont Ave.Morganton, NC 28655828-437-1515
STATESVILLE TAYLORSVILLE HWY.West Park Shopping Center3233 Taylorsville Rd.Statesville, NC 28677704-873-1101

STATESVILLE CINEMA DRIVE1503 Cinema DriveStatesville, NC 28625704-873-0256

MOORESVILLE539-M East Plaza Dr.Mooresville, NC 28115704-799-3330

SALISBURYMkt. Place Shopping Center2138 Statesville Blvd.Salisbury, NC 28144704-633-4561

LOCATIONS

4:00 until 
9:00 PM

Supporting local community organizations 
by donating 10% of food sales generated 

on the organizations behalf.

With the purchase of 2 Medium or 2 Large Pizzas
Limit 1 free order of breadsticks per order

$1.00 Off Any Luncheon Pizza

Follow 
Us On

ACC Barnstorming Tour lineup announced
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