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D  r. Charles Dickson 
appears equally 
c o m f o r t a b l e 

wearing the black frock 
of an ordained Lutheran 
minister, the white lab 
coat of a chemist, or 
the corduroy and elbow 
patches of a well published 
writer. But the common 
thread that runs through 
all three garments is his 
never-ending quest for 
understanding and his 
desire to share what he has 
learned.
 Layne: Where are you 
from originally?
 Charles: I grew up in 
Youngstown, Ohio. But I 
lived in Florida for a while. 
The last school I went 
to was the University of 
Florida where I got my 
Doctorate in Chemistry 
and Science Educa  on.
 Layne: And how did you 
come to live in Bethlehem?
 Charles: I taught at 
Lenoir-Rhyne for a while. 
And then I’ve been at CVCC 
for 43 years. But we moved 
from Florida and bought 
a home up here. I like the 
change of seasons here. 
 Layne: Looking over all 
the books you have wri  en, 
you are obviously quite the 
Renaissance man. You’re 
versed in so many topics. 
You’ve published books on 
world religions, theology, 
Eastern European history, 
Scandinavian studies, as 
well as chemistry! Which 
came fi rst for you, the 
chemistry or the theology?
 Charles: They both 
came about the same  me 
I guess. I got my theology 
degree fi rst, before I went 
to graduate school. I 
taught at some community 
colleges in Florida and then 
I came to Lenoir-Rhyne and 
was there four or fi ve years 
and then went to CVCC and 
I’ve been there 43.
 Layne: And I see that 
in addi  on to your books, 
you’ve had over 300 
ar  cles published in major 
newspapers like the Wall 
Street Journal, Barron’s, 
the Charlo  e Observer, 
the New York Times, and 

in periodicals such as Our 
State Magazine and the 
Mother Earth News! I’m 
very impressed! How did 
you manage to do that?
 Charles: I sent them 
in. It’s a li  le harder to do 
that now days, because for 
one thing, they don’t want 
to see anything wri  en on 
a typewriter! (Laughter). 
And for books, you have to 
go through literary agents 
now. You can’t approach 
a book publisher as easily 
now.
 Layne: What sorts of 
topics did you write on for 
the newspapers?
 Charles: Some were 
in religion, theology, for 
diff erent denomina  onal 
papers. I used to write 
for ‘The Priest’ which 
is a Catholic magazine, 
and I used to tease the 
monsignor that I was the 
only here  c that he let 
write for his magazine! 
(Laughter). But that was 
a na  onal magazine for 
clergy. I did some science 
pieces. I did some work 
for ‘Sea Fron  ers’ on the 
medical products that 
come from the ocean. 
And I did a lot for an  que 
magazines. They’re hard to 
break into anymore unless 
you can send them a Word 
Document fi le to look at on 
the screen. 
 I have a variety of 
interests. I’m Scandinavian, 
so I’m interested in 
Scandinavian studies. I’ve 
done a couple of books on 
that topic. Youngstown, 
Ohio is an Eastern 
European town. I’m very 
interested in Russian, 
Greek, Serbian studies, so 
I did an Eastern European 
book. Like you say, I have a 
lot of interests. 
 Layne: And you said you 
were an ordained pastor?
 Charles: Yes, in the 
Lutheran Church. 
 Layne: And you’ve 
wri  en a book en  tled 
“A Study Guide for World 
Religions.” When was that 
published?
 Charles: It was about a 
year ago. It was published 
by Kendall Hunt publishers 
of Dubuque, Iowa, and 
the college published it 
too. I teach world religion 
courses at the college. I 
taught chemistry for years, 
but they have two full  me 
people now, so I just teach 

a World Religions course. 
The textbook for the 
course is about $150 for a 
paperback! And it doesn’t 
even have a binding on 
it anymore, you have to 
buy it loose-leaf and put it 
together! It’s a miserable 
situa  on. But what I put 
together was a study guide 
a li  le bit like Cliff  Notes. 
If you don’t want to read 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, 
you can just go buy $20 
Cliff  Notes and get the 
whole story. And so, what 
I did was put a study guide 
to World Religions that had 
a pa  ern for each one on 
how to approach it star  ng 
with the origins, founder, 
what they believed, and 
so on. All the way up 
to ‘Where are they in 
America?’ Obviously, there 
are Chris  ans and Jews, 
but where are the Sikhs 
or the Janes, or something 
like that? So, I put together 
a study guide and the 
students buy it as an 
adjunct to the textbook.
 Layne: How far back in 
history does it extend? 
 Charles: Hinduism 
is probably the oldest 
religion. We don’t even 
know when it started, 
maybe 4,000 BC. And then 
it goes all the way up to the 
ones that are more modern 
like the Bahá’í Faith. We 
do a sec  on in the class 
on religion and cultural 
development too. Like I 
explain to them, you can’t 
be interested in religion 
and not be interested in 
the social sciences and 
the behavioral sciences. 
I used the illustra  on, 
a person says, ‘Well 
I’m a biologist. I’m only 
interested in biology.’ And 
I say, ‘Well you can’t be, 
because biology is based 
on chemical principles, 
and chemical principles 
are based on physics, and 
physics is based on math.’ 
Looking at religion, you 
have to look at Freud, Jung, 
James. They all wrote a lot 
on the subject, and some 
of it is very posi  ve, and 
some of it is very nega  ve. 
 Layne: So how does this 
course go over here?

Charles: In a public 
school, when we do World 
religions, I tell them, ‘This 
is not a doctrine course, 
you’ve paid your tui  on 
and made your choice.’ This 

is a rural area, but every 
once in a while, I’ll have 
someone from another 
religion. I had a Sikh in 
class one  me that wore 
the turban and everything. 
And I’ve had a couple of 
Muslims. I’ve had several 
Jewish students. When 
I have someone from a 
diff erent religion, it’s really 
helpful because they know 
a lot more about it than I 
do because they prac  ce it. 

Layne: Now I see that 
you are currently working 
on three new publica  ons. 
‘A library reference 
Handbook of Ethnic 
American Repositories.’ 
That’s a mouthful! 
(Laughter). What is that 
about?

Charles: Going 
through ethnic groups 
from ‘A’ to ‘Z’ —Albanians 
to Yugoslavians! Where 
people can go for family 
records, informa  on about 
a par  cular culture and 
things. That comes from 
growing up in Youngstown, 
Ohio. It was a mul  ethnic 
city.

Layne: Now this 
next upcoming work of 
yours is something that 
is completely out of my 
understanding, because 
I just simply can’t do 
math. And here you’ve 
wri  en a student guide for 
solving the mathema  cal 
problems of physical 
chemistry. Wow!

Charles: It’s used as an 
adjunct to a text. I taught 
chemistry for years, and I 
used to take a pen and a 
big white-board, and I’d 
run formulas all the way 
around the board! This 
book is to help students 
understand why you do 
this, or how this works. I 

have a couple of publishers 
who are considering it.  

Layne: Before we talk 
about your most recent 
book, I’d like to take the 
opportunity to talk about 
a hobby of mine, collec  ng 
typewriters. Do you s  ll 
use a typewriter? 

Charles: Yes! I’ve got 
about a 1930 Remington, 
and an old Royal as well. I 
see them in an  que stores 
now, and I’ll say to my 
wife, ‘Look at this thing 
it’s too rusty to work!’ and 
she’ll say ‘That’s because 
you’re not suppose to use 
it! You’re just supposed to 
display it!’ (Laughter). But 
there is a place in town 
that can convert the typed 
hard copy page into a Word 
document. They want to 
put everything up on a 
screen now days. 

Layne: I’m par  cularly 
interested in this last 
book of yours, ‘Outdoor 
Classroom: Spiritual 
Lessons in Nature.’

Charles: That’s a 
family devo  onal. A 
seventh-grader could read 
it. What can I learn from 
nature about anxiety or 
fear, or whatever? I have 
it categorized; anxiety, 
fear, love, the meaning 
of the cross. I’ve used a 
lot of these in my sermon 
illustra  ons. A biologist 
told this story, he was 
watching an ant going 
down a sidewalk and there 
was a crevice between 
two slabs. And the ant was 
carrying this li  le piece 
of straw. When he gets to 

the crevice— how does he 
carry it across? It would be 
like carrying a telephone 
pole across the Grand 
Canyon for us! What the 
ant does, he lays the straw 
down across the crevice 
and he gets on the straw 
and uses it for a bridge. 
It’s called ‘Turning your 
Burdens into Bridges.’

Layne: That bears 
remembering, but speaking 
of burdens, what’s been 
the most challenging part 
of your career?

Charles: Probably 
wri  ng. I have probably 
wri  en 10 ar  cles for 
every one acceptance! So, 
if you have 300 ar  cles 
accepted, you probably 
have 3,000 that were 
turned down! That’s a 
challenge! (Laughter).

Layne: Conversely, 
what’s been the most 
rewarding part of your 
career? 

Charles: I think it’s 
the feedback you get from 
people whether you’re 
doing ministry or teaching. 
People saying, ‘Thanks for 
helping me.’ The best judge 
of a minister is the person in 
the pew. The best judge of 
a teacher is the student in 
the chair. I try to remember 
what it was like when I was 
in their spot. And another 
rewarding thing is I’m 82 
years old and I’ve only had 
three jobs! (Laughter)●

You can contact 
Dr. Charles Dickson at 
cdickson@cvcc.edu 

People & Culture
by Layne Hendrickson

Man of Letters: Dr. Charles DicksonMan of Letters: Dr. Charles Dickson

Dr. Charles Dickson has had well over 300 of his articles published in major newspapers and nationally distributed periodicals. He is also the 
author of several published books.

Dr. Charles Dickson taught Chemistry for many years 
in CVCC’s nursing and dental hygiene programs.

 
CVGMC Gem, Mineral, Fossil, and 

Jewelry Show 

 

CVGMC Gem, Mineral, CVGMC Gem, Mineral, 
Fossil, and Jewelry ShowFossil, and Jewelry Show

March 23, 24, and 25, 2018March 23, 24, and 25, 2018
Hickory, N.C. Metro Conven  on CenterHickory, N.C. Metro Conven  on Center

Hours: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. on Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. on Saturday, and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Sunday     
Admission - $5.00 good for all three days. 

Free admission for children 12 and under, Youth and service groups

Show Theme, “Treasures in Our Back Yard, Gems and Minerals of the Catawba Valley”
OVER 20 VENDORS OVER 20 VENDORS 

Demonstra  ons, Displays, and Programs
Dr. Mike Wise, Smithsonian; author Ed Speer; gem hunter Mark Randle 

Hourly and Grand Door Prizes and Grab Bags
Informa  on: www.cvgmc.comInforma  on: www.cvgmc.com

Dr. Dickson is an
 ordained Lutheran 

minister.
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