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EDUCATOR HONORED - Former
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Alexandr County Superintendent of

Schools Jake Hoke was presented the Board of Education’s highest honor, the
Award of Honor on March 4. Mr. Hoke is pictured above with close friend, Coach
Butch Carter; left, during a reception at Alexander Central. «

Hoke, former Superintendent,
presented with Award of Honor

Jack Hoke, former Al-
exander County Schools
Superintendent who served
1998-2012 in the Alexander
school system, was pre-
sented the Board of Edu-
cation’s highest honor, the
Award of Honor, by Board
Vice Chairman Harry
Schrum and Award of Hon-
or Committee Chairman
David Odom on Sunday,
March 4, 2018, at the Alex-
ander Central Auditorium.

The ceremony was well
attended by many friends,
peers, and family.

Dr. Jennifer F. Hefner,
current  Superintendent,

welcomed the crowd to the
facility.

Scott Bowman, Chair-
man of the Board of Educa-
tion, gave the invocation for
the ceremony.

Verbal tributes were of-
fered about Hoke’s distin-
guished educational career
by Dale Robertson, Direc-
tor of Maintenance; Dr.
Jane H. Teague, former Di-
rector of Programs for Ex-
ceptional Children and AIG;
Scott Ferguson, former
Board of Education mem-
ber; and Dr. Ron Hargrave,
Superintendent of Scotland
County Schools and former

Hickory Tavern getting
back in community buzz
with St. Patrick’s Day

HICKORY — The Great-
er Hickory Jaycees (GHJ)
is teaming up with Hickory
Tavern to celebrate St. Pat-
rick’s Day, while raising
funds for the Christmas for
Teens service project.

A percentage of the pro-
ceeds from food and non-
alcoholic beverages will
be donated to the Great
Hickory Jaycees in support
of the Christmas for Teens
annual service project. The
service project is annually
organized by the Greater
Hickory Jaycees, where
low income parents from
Catawba and Burke coun-
ties apply to receive gifts
for children ages 7-18.

This past Christmas, the
project provided gifts for 60
children from 33 families.

“We are excited to be
working with the Hickory
tavern, and happy that they
have chosen to support the
Jaycees and the Christmas
for Teens project,” Alison
Reed, Greater Hickory Jay-
cees president, said. “We
hope to be able to grow
this project with the funds
raised from this partner-
ship.”

As for General Manager
Eric Pennell and Customer
Service Manager Sheila
Moore, being able to team
up with GHJ is the bright
beginning of the restau-
rant’s community engage-
ment initiative.

“We want to get back out
in the community, and show
that we are a community
partner,” Pennell said. “We
want to bring the buzz back
—when you walk in the door,
we want people to have
that sense of belonging and
want to be part of what we
plan to do with the commu-
nity.”

The St. Patrick’s Day cel-
ebrations kick off Sunday,
March 11 with the college
basketball selection, and
the following Tuesday and
Wednesday the restaurant
will be showing the first
four play-in games.

On Thursday, March 15,
Hickory Tavern will have
St. Practice Day, where
folks have been invited to
“warm-up” for the big cele-
bration on St. Patrick’s Day.

The celebrations for St.
Patrick’s Day, held Satur-
day, March 17, include live
music on the front patio
and inside the restaurant,
Irish-themed drink specials,
giant jenga, corn hole, a
selfie area and more. Pen-
nell and Moore hope these
events will spark the com-
munity’s interest in team-
ing up with Hickory Tavern
for future events, such as
hosting spirit nights for lo-
cal schools and fundraising
for local organizations. Al-
though the Hickory Tavern
is a chain restaurant now,
Pennell said the Hickory
Tavern located in Hickory
has been the “pride and joy”
of owners Tommy Hagrad
and Brad Smith for the past
20 years.

“This is the biggest event
we have worked on since
our 20th anniversary back
in October,” Moore said.
“These events are more
community-focused, and
we are excited to see the
turnout.”

For more information,
visit www.thehickorytavern.
com/home/hickory_tavern-
home.php or call 828-322-
2699. *
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Next Star prints April 12
The next issue of The Bethlehem Star will be
printed on Thursday, April 12, 2018. The deadline
for advertising and correspondence is Tuesday.,
April 10, 2018, before 5 pm.

Alexander County Schools
administator.

Hoke, a Caldwell County
native and 1970 graduate
of Hibriten High School, is
a graduate of Appalachian
State University. He holds
a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration,
a Master’s degree in Pub-
lic School Administration,
and an Education Special-
ist degree in Public School
Administration.

Mr. Hoke worked in the
Caldwell County School
System for 22 years, serv-
ing as a teacher, coach,
athletic director, assistant
principal, and principal.
He served the Alexander
County School system for
15 years, first as Associate
Superintendent, and then
as Superintendent for 12
years. He retired from pub-
lic schools with 37 years of
service.

Following retirement,
Hoke was named Executive
Director of the N.C. School
Superintendents’ Associa-
tion, where he continues to
provide professional devel-
opment and mentoring,.

Among his several
awards, he is recipient of
the Order of the Long Leaf
Pine.

Mr. Hoke and his wife,
Joan, live in the Bethlehem
Community. His daughter,
Lauren, and her husband,
Dr. Wes Braden, live in Chi-
cago, Illinois, and have one
daughter, Emma. »

“Christ in the Passover” set

Jesus’ Last Supper was
actually a Jewish Passover.
Lynn McCoy of Jews for
Jesus will re-create the
traditional Passover ser-
vice and explain how it
foreshadowed Jesus’
death and resurrection
in a presentation called
“Christ in the Passover”
on Thursday, March 29, at
7pm, at Bethlehem Baptist
Church, 7500 NC Hwy 127,
Taylorsville, NC.

McCoy, veteran mission-
ary at the Washington, DC
branch of Jews for Jesus,
will set a table with items
traditionally used at the
Passover meal and detail
their spiritual significance.
She will also explain the
connection between the
events of the first Passover

ei
LRU’s Weigt, Suddreth
garner All-SAC Women’s

in Egypt and the redemp-
tion that Jesus accom-
plished, as well as the deep
bond between the ancient
Passover feast and the
Christian communion cel-
ebration today.

Jews for Jesus has
presented “Christ in the
Passover” at over 38,000
churches. It has been
enthusiastically received
by Christians who appre-
ciate learning more about
the Jewish backgrounds of
their faith. Moishe Rosen,
who founded Jews for
Jesus in 1973, has also co-
written the book, Christ in
the Passover, with his wife,
Ceil. This seminal work
includes a look at Passover
in ancient times and how it
is practiced today. It will be

-Rhyne junior forward Madi Suddreth

Basketball accolades

ROCK HILL, S.C. - A
pair of Lenoir-Rhyne Uni-
versity Women’s Basket-
ball players — guard Ken-
nedy Weigt (Manteno, IIL.)
and forward Madi Sud-
dreth (Taylorsville, N.C.)
- earned 2017-18 All-South
Atlantic Conference hon-
ors. Weigt was named to the
SAC All-Freshman Team
after averaging 10.3 points
per game and connecting
on a team-leading 43 three-
pointers in an injury short-
ened season. Suddreth
was an honorable mention
all-league pick after lead-
ing the squad in points

scored (14.5), rebounds
(7.1) and blocked shots
(23). Suddreth started all
29 games and totaled four
double-doubles on the year.
Suddreth will also enter
her senior season just 43
points away from 1,000 for
her career.

Lenoir-Rhyne (15-14,
9-11) finished with its
second straight winning
season. LR fell to No. 7
Carson-Newman by a 75-63
score in the Quarterfinals
of the 2018 South Atlantic
Conference Championship
in Jefferson City, Tenn., on
February 28.

est

March 29 at Bethlehem Bapt.

available after the presenta-
tion. Also available will be
a DVD of the Christ in the
Passover presentation with
David Brickner, the execu-
tive director of Jews for
Jesus, officiating. Brickner,
a fifth-generation Jewish
believer in Jesus, suc-
ceeded Rosen as Executive
Director in 1996. Brickner
has kept Jews for Jesus
on the cutting edge as the
ministry has expanded and
established branches in
eleven countries, including
the United States, Brazil,
Israel, Russia, France, and
South Africa.

“We exist to make the
Messiahship of Jesus an
unavoidable issue to our
Jewish people worldwide,”
Brickner states. “There are
still a few that haven’t heard
of us!” Lynn McCoy will
be happy to answer ques-
tions after the presentation.
Call (828) 495-7250 or visit
www.bethlehembc.org or
Facebook for more informa-
tion. Getting into the build-
ing may look a little con-
fusing due to construction,
but just follow the signs to
park behind the building.
Entrances from the parking
area are to the far left and
far right. Guest parking is
available near the building,
and greeters will welcome
you just inside the door.

For more information
about Bethlehem Baptist
Church, call 828.495.7250,
visit www.bethlehembc.org,
or like them on Facebook.x

Shiloh Luth.
plans country
breakfast

The Parish Activities
Committee of  Shiloh
Lutheran Church will hold a
country breakfast fundraiser
on Saturday, March 24, from
7:00 - 10:00 a.m. All proceeds
will go to the Alexander
County Special Olympics.
The menu will include ham,
sausage, bacon, livermush,
eggs, biscuits, gravy, grits,
rice, fruit, jelly and jam,
coffee, tea, juice, and milk.
Adults’ plates are $6.00, age
4 to 11 years - $3.00, and chil-
dren under three no charge.
Carry-outs will be $6.00 per
plate. For more information,
call Nancy Bowman at 381-
2637 or Helen Bowman at
495-7875.x

WEST FINISHES 12-0 -

The West Alexander Middle
School Volleyball Team fin-
ished the season with a per-
fect 12-0 record and a league
title.
pictured from the left. First
row: Sophie Goble, Isabella
Pritchard, Layna West, Jenna
Hensley, and Sierra Boliek.
Second row: Erin Justice,
Hallie Jarrett, Sarah Hollar,
and Hailey Bryant. Third row:
Ashlyn Merritt, Kaley McDan-
iel, Reece Sharpe, Kylie Davis,
and Jada Streeter. Fourth row:
Coach Athena Walker, Manag-
ers Kya Clark, Olivia Lewellyn,
Olivia Finney, and Jordyn Ev-
ans. After finishing the regu-
lar season with a 10-0 record,
West posted a 2-0 mark to win
last week’s NW Middle School
Conference Tourney title and
finish unbeaten. »

Team members are

TERRY HEFNER PHOTO

volleyball season with 12-0 record

On Thursday, February 22, the West
Alexander Middle School Lady Bull-
dogs Volleyball Team defeated Hud-
son Middle and East Alexander in the
semi-finals and finals of the NW Middle
School Conference Tournament to
complete a perfect season with a 12-0

final record.

After posting a 10-0 regular season
and securing the regular season league
title, the Lady Bulldogs finished 2-0 in
the tourney to close another perfect

campaign.

West in the win.

West Alexander’s winning scores for
the match against Hudson Middle in
the semi-finals were 25-13, 25-3, and 25-
14. In the first game of the semi-finals
match, Reece Sharpe was the leading
scorer with nine points. In game two,
Jenna Hensley notched a match-best
seven service points. The leading scor-
er was Ashlyn Merritt with seven points
in the third and final game of the first
match. Layna West with more than 26
sets and Jada Streeter with 17 sets led

25-15.

The Lady Bulldogs then went on to
beat East Alexander in the final tourna-
ment match, winning 25-19, 25-10, and
In the first game of the Finals
Tournament match, Jenna Hensley
was the leading scorer with 11 service
points. Ashlyn Merritt led the Bulldogs
service game in game two and three,
She finished with six points in game two
and added a dozen points in game three.
The leading setters for WAMS were
Layna West with more than 46 sets and

Jada Streeter with 18 sets. »
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