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 Families of Alexander 
County Schools’ 
Excellence in Education 
award nominees gathered 
for the 2018 “...Of the Year” 
ceremony and recep-
tion on Thursday, May 
10, at Alexander Central 
Auditorium.
 Dr. Jennifer Hefner, 
Superintendent, welcomed 
the audience to start the 
evening. Awards were 
presented by the 2017 win-
ners. 
 Beginning Teacher of 
the Year was announced 
by 2017 winner, Miss Jenny 
Edsel. Nominees were: 
Chris McCollum, Physics 
and Physical Science 
teacher, Alexander Central 
High; Justin Chandler,
8th Grade English/
Language Arts teacher, 
West Alexander Middle; 
Rylee Pittman, Exceptional 
Children’s teacher, 
Hiddenite Elementary; 
and Cassondra Widener, 
Exceptional Children’s 
teacher at Taylorsville 
Elementary. Justin 
Chandler was named the 
winner.
 Classified Support 
Staff of the Year was 
announced by Mrs. Debbie 
Schrum. The nominees 
were: Rebecca Bouchard, 
Teacher Assistant, 
Stony Point Elementary; 
Donna Bowman, Teacher 
Assistant, Wittenburg 
Elementary; Randy 
Childers, 
Custodian, Sugar Loaf 
Elementary; Beverly Elder, 
Permanent Substitute, 
Taylorsville Elementary; 
Sandy Foxx, Receptionist, 
Alexander Central High; 
Atina Keever, Language 
Facilitator, Hiddenite 
Elementary; Nikki 
McClain, Bookkeeper, 
East Alexander Middle; 
Fran Moose, Permanent 
Substitute, Bethlehem 
Elementary; Kathy Rector, 
EC Teacher Assistant, 
West Alexander Middle; 
Crystal Sherrill, Data 
Manager/Bookkeeper/
Receptionist, Alexander 
Early College; and Sandra 
Teague, EC Teacher 
Assistant, Ellendale 
Elementary. Nikki McClain 
was named Classified 
Support Staff of the Year.
 Certified Support Staff 
of the Year nominees 
were announced by 2017 
winner, Mrs. Michaele 
Costello. Those nominees 

were: Amanda Blackburn, 
School Nurse, Sugar Loaf 
Elementary; 
Megan Calhoun, School 
Counselor, West Alexander 
Middle; Amy Chapman, 
School Counselor, 
Hiddenite Elementary; 
Jacob Lail, Assistant 
Principal, East Alexander 
Middle; Erin Lewis, Media 
Coordinator, Ellendale 
Elementary; Michelle 
Motley, Instructional 
Coach, Bethlehem 
Elementary; Alisha 
Orren, School Counselor, 
Wittenburg Elementary; 
Michaell Ratchford, School 
Counselor, Alexander 
Early College; Kara Smith, 
School Counselor, Stony 
Point Elementary; Natasha 
Smith, School Counselor, 
Alexander Central High; 
Kelly This, Instructional 
Coach, Taylorsville 
Elementary. The 2018 win-
ner of Certified Support 
Staff of the Year was Kelly 
This. 
 Teacher of the Year 
nominees were named by 
Mr. Brian Smith, 2017 win-
ner. Those nominees were: 
Tennille Baker, 2nd & 3rd 
Combination, Ellendale 
Elementary; Beth Duncan, 
11th & 12th English, 
Alexander Central High; 
Kristine Ford, 1st Grade, 
Wittenburg Elementary; 
Emily Fox, 5th Grade, 
Hiddenite Elementary; 
Terri Fincannon, 
Exceptional Children, 
Taylorsville Elementary; 

Chelsea Harrington, 
5th Grade, Stony Point 
Elementary; Lauren 
Moses, 3rd Grade, Sugar 
Loaf Elementary; Leanna 
Noble, EC Reading & Math, 
West Alexander Middle; 
Brittney Payne, 1st Grade, 
Bethlehem Elementary; 
Amber Treadway, 8th 
Grade Social Studies, East 
Alexander Middle; and 
Melissa Sharpe, 9th & 10th 
Math, Alexander Early 
College. Amber Treadway 
was named 2018 Teacher 
of the Year.
 Principal of the Year 
nominees were announced 
by 2017 winner, Dr. Chad 
Maynor. He called the 
three nominees to the 
stage: Jason Evans, 
Alexander Early College; 

Janel Lingle, Taylorsville 
Elementary; and Rene 
Stilwell, Hiddenite 
Elementary. Jason Evans 
was named 2018 Principal 
of the Year.
 Winners received award 
trophies and all nominees 
received messenger bags 
in recognition of their ser-
vice to the school system. 
 Sponsors for the eve-
ning included Wells Fargo, 
State Employees’ Credit 
Union, Horace Mann 
agent Glenn Eckard, and 
Carolina Photography, Inc.
 The award winners, 
nominees, and their fami-
lies then retired to the 
ACHS cafeteria for hors 
d’oeuvres following the 
ceremony.

 PUBLIC EDUCATORS AND STAFF RECOGNIZED — The 2018 
Alexander County Schools Excellence in Education Awards Ceremony and 
Reception was held Thursday, May 10, with awards presented in the Alexander 
Central Auditorium. Hors d’oeuvres were available in the ACHS cafeteria fol-
lowing the ceremony. Award winners are shown above, left to right: Kelly This, 
Instructional Coach, Taylorsville Elementary School; Jason Evans, Alexander 
Early College Principal; Amber Treadway, Wells Fargo Teacher of the Year, 
East Alexander Middle School; Nikki McClain, Bookkeeper at East Alexander 
Middle School; and Justin Chandler, Beginning Teacher of the Year, West 
Alexander Middle School.
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Hours: M-F 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM • Sat. 7:30 AM - 2:00 PM
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Killians offers commercial servicing 

within 24 working hours!

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
LAWN EQUIPMENT

0%0%
Financing 
Available* 

828-256-2147
* See dealer for details.

“Like us on Facebook and 
stay updated on our specials!”

Toro® 48” Titan® HD 1500 
Series Zero Turn Mower

• 48” Turbo Force® Cutting Deck
• 24.5 HP Toro® V-Twin Engine
• Suspension Seat
• 4 year / 500 Hour Warranty

Model 
#74450

We Take Pride In Serving Our Customers for Over 60 YearsWe Take Pride In Serving Our Customers for Over 60 Years

• 22.5 HP Toro® Commercial 
     V-Twin Engine
• 42” Mowing Deck 
                 • Smart Speed® 
                      Control System
                     • 3 Year Warranty

Model 
#74726 Toro® 42” TimeCutter® 

SS4225 Zero Turn Mower

Offering the Finest Lawn Equipment & Service forOffering the Finest Lawn Equipment & Service for

FOUR GENERATIONS!FOUR GENERATIONS!

3790 Springs Rd NE, Hickory, NC 28601
NOW$2,399
EXTRA $100 OFF

Purchase a Toro Mainteance 
Kit and receive a 1-Year 
Toro® Engine Warranty 

Extension

SAVE HUNDREDS DURING OURSAVE HUNDREDS DURING OUR

NOW$5,199
EXTRA $300 OFF

ACS present top awards for 2017-18

(828) 632-4228 | TaylorsvilleSavings.com

For generations, folks in our area have known that Taylorsville Savings Bank would always be

there for them when they needed a safe place for savings, a ready source for mortgage loans and

trustworthy financial advice. Even if we didn’t know your great-great relatives, we look forward to

serving you today. Who knows, someday TSB might be your grandkids’ bank too! 

We’re here
every step 
of the way

Download our TSB Banking APP

Welcome Home!

STAY UP DATED & INFORMED
For Breaking News Alerts

and other news items go to
www.taylorsvilletimes.com and sign up 
on right hand side of the home page.
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Your stories. 
Your communities. 
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 The Hiddenite Arts 
& Heritage Center, in 
partnership with the 
Alexander Central High 
School Chorus, will host 
the choir’s Spring Dinner 
Theatre. 
 The Alexander Central 
High School Women’s 
Choir, under the direction 
of Bernadette Watts, will 
perform “Step Up to the 
Plate” by Jacalyn Kalin and 
Dale Stein (Produced by 
special arrangement with 
Pioneer Drama Service, 
Inc., Denver, Colorado) on 
May 24. This outstanding, 
one act play empowers 
girls of all ages to pursue 
their dreams and see the 
obstacles in their way as 
challenges, not impossibili-
ties. The Choir will perform 
musical selections before 
and after the play. 
 The Alexander Central 
High School Concert Choir, 
under the direction of Ron 
Vannoy, will perform to a 
sold out crowd on May 29.   
 Andris Rozukalns will 

serve as the accompanist 
for both performances. 
Both performances will 
be held at the Hiddenite 
Arts & Heritage Center’s 
Educational Complex (70 
Hiddenite Church Road in 
Alexander County) begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m.
 Admission for each 
performance is $16 per 
person, which includes 
dinner, the show, and tax. 
Reservations are required 
and may be made by call-
ing (828) 632-6966.

ACHS Chorus, Hiddenite Arts 
plan Dinner Theatre May 24

Bereavement
Support offered
at Alex Hospice
 Need help piecing your 
world back together after a 
loss? We can help! 
 Call Heather Elliott, 
Social Worker with Hospice 
& Home Care of Alexander 
County, Inc., 50 Lucy 
Echerd Lane, Taylorsville. 
Call 828-632-5026 for more 
information.
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