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Dorothy Collier 
Best of 
B e t h l e h e m , 

wife of the late Dukes 
of Hazzard star James 
Best, met with me to 
discuss her love of our 
area in general, and 
her ongoing passion for 
the Hickory Community 
Theatre in parƟ cular.    

 Layne: Where are you 
from originally?
 Dorothy: Originally, I 
was born in Wisconsin, 
but I moved to Los 
Angeles when I was 
seven. So, I was raised 
in L.A. But Jimmy didn’t 
care for L.A. much, so 
when his series, the 
Dukes of Hazard, was not 
shooƟ ng, we were off  
in other places, mainly 
Florida. So, before 
coming here, I lived in 
Florida for 20 years. And 
then we moved up here 
in December of 2006. 
I like Florida, but I got 
Ɵ red of it being hot all 
the Ɵ me. We wanted to 
get someplace that had 
seasons again. We have 
several friends in North 
Carolina, so we started 
looking around. We had 
lived on Purgatory Point, 
and Fort Christmas, 
Florida. So, when we 
came and saw that it 
was named Bethlehem, 
we said ‘Aw that’s 
perfect! It fi ts right in!’ 
(Laughter). We came 
here and saw the lake 
and the Catawba River 
basin system. Jimmy and 
I were huge fi shermen. 
We loved to fi sh. 
 We live in Oliver’s 
Landing. It’s a great 
community. We built 

our house there. We 
moved in our house in 
2007. We have such a 
great community. A lot 
of really nice people. 
People from all over. 
And we came to the 
theatre here in Hickory. 
And we were both very, 
very impressed with this 
theatre. And I said, ‘You 
know what? I could get 
back to doing theatre!’ 
You know, we had a 
producƟ on company 
and I was producing 
things and all that, so I 
had kind of goƩ en away 
from the performing. I 
did my fi rst show here 
in 2011. And I’ve been 
doing shows ever since. 
 Layne: So, tell me 
more about your 
involvement with the 
Hickory Community 
Theatre.
 Dorothy: Well, it 
just grew. When we 
fi rst moved here, we 
would come to all the 
shows and things, and 
then in 2011 I decided 
to audiƟ on for ‘White 
Christmas.’ I hadn’t 
done a show in a while. I 
had been involved in our 
producƟ on company. 
And I just fell in love with 
this place, the whole 
thing, the historical 
value of the building, 

Pam Livingstone our 
ArƟ sƟ c Director, and 
John Rambo our 
Managing Director, just 
everyone here. It’s just 
a wonderful place to be 
involved in. We do ten 
shows a year. And we do 
children’s theatre. We 
do a variety of shows. 
We don’t do all musicals, 
but we do probably two, 
someƟ mes three a year. 
You just meet all these 
wonderful people. There 
is so much talent in this 
area. We have people 
come from CharloƩ e. In 
‘RagƟ me’ we have a girl 
playing one of the leads, 
and she lives in CharloƩ e 
and she’s coming here. 
People come from 
all over to work this 
theatre. It’s really good 
quality theatre. 
 Layne: What all do you 
do here at the theatre?
 Dorothy: Three years 
ago I was asked to be 
on the board, and the 
past two years I’ve been 
president of the board 
here. So, I’ve become 
quite an advocate for 
this theatre! I’m always 
trying to get new people 
to come. If you have 
never seen a show here, 
you have to come and 
see RagƟ me! But I’ve 
been involved with all 

sorts of fund raising. 
In 2010 they started a 
capitol campaign fund 
to renovate the theatre. 
It was in dire need of 
renovaƟ on.
 Layne: How old is the 
theatre company?
 Dorothy: Hickory 
Players actually 
started in 1948. We’re 
celebraƟ ng 70 years! 
But I think they’ve been 
in this building since 
the early 1960’s. The 
building was built in 
1921. It was City Hall. 
They had an auditorium. 
It was the town 
auditorium. And it was 
the Fire Department, 
so the Council Chamber 
Theatre here is where 
the fi re trucks were. 
The rehearsal hall 
was the dormitory. 
Our Fireman’s Kitchen 
Theatre downstairs was 
actually the fi reman’s 
kitchen! It’s got quite 
a history here. But the 
theatre came in here in 
the 60’s and it’s been 
their home since then. 
And they had renovated 
in the ‘80s, but it was sƟ ll 
in dire need, so we did a 
capitol campaign and we 
raised what we thought 
we were going to need 
to do everything, but 
it turned out not to 
be enough, so we’re 
working to raise the last 
bit of money now. 
 Part of that is all the 
actors’ spaces. That’s 
near and dear to my 
heart, as it would 
have been to my late 
husband’s because 
we’ve done all the 
public spaces and it’s 
Ɵ me for our actors’ 
spaces. For an actor 
to do one show here, 
he or she volunteers 
approximately a hundred 
hours in rehearsal and 
performance Ɵ me. 
It’s really amazing. It’s 
Ɵ me for them to be a 
liƩ le more comfortable 
in their rehearsal hall 
and Jimmy and I took 
advantage of a naming 
opportunity in the 
campaign and so it’s 
to be named the ‘Best 
Rehearsal Hall.’ And of 
course, when we opened 
the theatre, Jimmy did 
‘On Golden Pond’ here 
and it was his last stage 

performance. That 
was in March of 2014 
and then he passed a 
year later. So, he loved 
working in this theatre. 
He was very excited that 
it was going to be called 
Best Rehearsal Hall. 
But since we’re trying to 
raise more money, I have 
the James Best Fan Club 
Page on Facebook that 
has 41,000 followers. I 
just did a live chat Sunday 
night. It ran over an 
hour. It was incredible. 
It’s had like 6,000 views. 
And in that chat, I do 
talk about the James 
Best Legacy Campaign. 
It all goes to the same 
cause, but mine is for 
family and friends of 
James Best to be able 
to donate to that legacy 
campaign. That’s on our 
website hickorytheatre.
org. We hope to start 
the rehearsal hall, 
the dressing rooms 
downstairs, the green 
room for the actors, 
and then our execuƟ ve 
offi  ces. We’re really 
excited about that. 
 Layne: You have done 
and seen so much. I 
mean living and working 
in L.A. and all. What is 
it like to be here aŌ er 
all that? What are the 
diff erences that leap out 
at you the most?
 Dorothy: I love it 
here. I’d have to say 
that they’re all posiƟ ve 
diff erences! (Laughter). 
Because L.A. is not an 
easy city to live in. The 
traffi  c there is not easy 
to deal with, but when 
you’re involved in the 
industry, you have to 

be there. If you get to 
a point where you can 
leave and sƟ ll work, 
then you do.  But there’s 
a lot of people that 
don’t have the ability 
to do that. They have to 
be there at a moment’s 
noƟ ce. 
 But with Jimmy’s 
reputaƟ on, of course, 
since he’d been an actor 
since 1949, he could 
leave and sƟ ll work. 
When he got Duke’s of 
Hazzard, it was supposed 
to be shot in the South. It 
was supposed to be shot 
in Georgia and that was 
the reason he accepted 
the series! (Laughter). 
And they did fi ve shows 
in the South and then 
moved it back to L. 
A., and we were stuck 
there seven more years 
which he was not happy 
about! (Laughter). He 
was not an L.A. person. 
You know, he was born 
in Kentucky, raised in 
southern Indiana. I 
was born in Wisconsin, 
did move to L.A., but I 
really don’t think that 
either one of us ever 
lost our Midwest roots. 
And when we found 
this area, oh my. It’s a 
great, great place. When 
Jimmy passed in 2015, 
I was like, ‘No! I’m not 
leaving! This is my home 
now. I love it here and I 
love this theatre.’     ●

 The musical ‘RagƟ me’ 
opened May 11th 
and will run for three 
weekends. Find out 
all about the H ickory 
Community Theatre at 
www.hickorytheatre.org 
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Life in the Theatre: Dorothy Collier BestLife in the Theatre: Dorothy Collier Best

Dorothy Collier Best, wife of the late James Best of Dukes of Hazzard fame, is a Bethlehem resident and an energetic supporter of the Hickory Community Theatre

Dorothy Collier Best, remains active in the theatre, both in front of, and behind the scenes.
Dorothy in costume for Music Man in December of 2015
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