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Star restoration
plans progressing;
informational flyer
offers project details

Since 1977, the Bethlehem Star has graced the skyline
as a treasured symbol of the Bethlehem Community in
Alexander County. On October 23 of last year, the Star
was damaged beyond repair by the EF2 tornado that
passed through Bethlehem.

On August 21, Pastor Mike Stone of Mt. Pisgah
Lutheran Church (the physical home of the Bethlehem
Star), members of the Bethlehem Community
Development Association (BCDA). Pastors from sur-
rounding Bethlehem churches, and other interested par-
ties met to discuss ongoing planning and the necessity for
fundraising. Rick Carpenter, a Bethlehem resident and
owner of Carpenter Decorating, presented design plans
for the new Star.

Individuals, churches, clubs, and other groups who
have strong historical ties to the operation of this com-
munity symbol have been asked to participate in planning
and funding a new Star.

It is needed for the community to come together to
pool fiscal and human resources to re-build this commu-
nity symbol; opportunities will be provided for community
residents to volunteer to work with the campaign to raise
the Star.

Business support or individual donations will be grate-
fully accepted
and all donors’
names will be
included on a
plaque com-
pleted follow-
ing the lighting
of the new star.
See the dona-
tion form and
more informa-
tion included
in a flyer inside
this  month’s
Bethlehem Star
newspaper or
contact Pastor
Mike Stone,
chairperson for
the committee, at (828) 495.8251.

Any resident interested in taking a leadership or other
role in the campaign may contact Pastor Stone at Mt.
Pisgah Lutheran Church. Plans and fundraisers will
be announced through the churches, newspapers, and
online sources such as the Mt. Pisgah and other websites,
Facebook, and Instagram.

Visit Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church ELCA and experi-
ence the community of its warm and welcoming church
family. Mt. Pisgah is located in front of the Lowe’s shop-
ping center on Route 127 in Bethlehem.

For directions and further information, please call the
church at 828-495-8251; visit their Facebook page at Mt.
Pisgah Lutheran Church ELCA or our website at www.
mtpisgahelca.org. »
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s Car wash sales
NEXt Star to assist ACHS

printS Oct. 18 F Men’s soccer

The next issue of The Victory Shine Car Wash

Bethlehem Star will be print- in Taylorsville ’Will host
ed on Thursday, October 18, an ACHS Men’s Soccer

2018. The deadline for adver- Fundraiser, September
tising and correspondence is 16-22. )
Tuesday, October 16, 2018, During those days,

10 percent of all sales
at Victory Shine Car
Wash (located in front of
Taylorsville Walmart) will
go to the ACHS Men’s
Soccer Program. *

before 5 pm.
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Randy ahd La‘Shae Bock of Bethlehem have announced plans to open a new ACE Hél
According to the local couple, the target date for the store to be open is March 1. The Boch’s are pictured at the right,
while the new store manager Eric Sharpe is pictured at the left, at the construction site for the new store. The new

hardware store will be built beside the current Lowes Foods in Bethlehem. *
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Candidates, Constitutional
Amendents to be on ballot

The voters of Alexander
County have about two
months to make their deci-
sions for the 2018 General
Election, planned for Nov.
6.

Candidates for various
offices this fall are as fol-
lows:

« U.S. House of
Representatives District 5:
Virginia Foxx (incumbent),
a Republican; and D.D.
Adams, a Democrat.

e N.C. State Senate
District 42: Ric Vandett, a
Democrat; and Republican
Andy Wells (incumbent).

* N.C. House of
Representatives District
94: Dianne Little,
Democrat; and Jeffery
Elmore, a Republican.

e N.C. Supreme Court
Associate Justice Seat
1: Barbara Jackson (R),
Christopher Anglin (R),
and Anita Earls (D).

* N.C. Court of Appeals
Judge Seat 1: Andrew T.
Heath (R) and John S.
Arrowood (D).

* N.C. Court of Appeals
Judge Seat 2: Jefferson
G. Griffin (R), Tobias
Hampson (D), and Sandra
Alice Ray (R).

* N.C. Court of Appeals

Judge Seat 3: Chuck
Kitchen (R), Michael
Monaco, Sr. (L), and

Allegra Katherine Collins
(D).

e N.C. District Court
Judge  District 22A
(Alexander & Iredell coun-
ties): Carole A. Hicks (R),
Brantley Ostwalt (R), W.
Carey Parker (D), Rob
Young (R), and Daryl G.
Davidson, Sr. (U).

e Alexander County
Board of Commissioners
(3 seats): Marty Pennell
(R), Ronnie L. Reese (R,
incumbent), Larry Yoder
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fo opening win

The West Alexander
Bulldogs Football Team
opened its season with a
28-8 win over Watauga on
Wednesday, September 5.
Mason Chapman-Mays,
pictured at the right,
scored three TDs to lead
the West effort. Below,
West defender Caleb
Handy (38) closes in on
Watauga’s quarterback
on a pass attempt. »

.

(R), Melissa D. Benfield
(D), and Glenn P. Deal, Jr.
(D).
» Alexander County Clerk
of Superior Court: Danny
T. Dyson (D, incumbent).
e Alexander County
Register of Deeds: Scott
H. Hines (R) and Trenna
Warren Kistler (D).
e Alexander County
Sheriff: Chris Bowman
(D, incumbent) and Darin
Bumgarner (R).
e Alexander County
Board of Education
District 1: Harry Schrum
(incumbent).
e Alexander County
Board of Education
District 2 (2 seats): David
S. Odom (incumbent) and
Matt Cooksey.
e Alexander County
Board of Education District
4: Matthew Lynn Reese.
e Alexander County Soil
and Water Conservation
District Supervisor:
Eugene White and Bill
Chapman (both incum-
bents).

State Constitutional

Amendments on ballot

PROTECT RIGHT TO
HUNT AND FISH (For
or Against):Constitutional
amendment protecting the
right of the people to hunt,

fish, and harvest wildlife.

STRENGTHENING
VICTIMS RIGHTS (For
or Against): Constitutional
amendment to strengthen
protections for victims of
crime; to establish cer-
tain absolute basic rights
for victims; and to ensure
the enforcement of these
rights.

MAXIMUM INCOME
TAX RATE OF 7.0% (For
or Against): Constitutional
amendment to reduce the
income tax rate in North
Carolina to a maximum
allowable rate of seven per-
cent (7%).

REQUIRE PHOTO ID
TO VOTE (For or Against):
Constitutional amendment
to require voters to provide
photo identification before
voting in person.

NONPARTISAN
JUDICIAL MERIT
COMMISSION (For or
Against): Constitutional
amendment to change
the process for filling judi-
cial vacancies that occur
between judicial elections
from a process in which the
Governor has sole appoint-
ment power to a process
in which the people of the
State nominate individuals
to fill vacancies by way of

a commission comprised
of appointees made by the
judicial, executive, and leg-
islative branches charged
with making recommen-
dations to the legislature
as to which nominees are
deemed qualified; then the
legislature will recommend
at least two nominees to
the Governor via legisla-
tive action not subject to
gubernatorial veto; and
the Governor will appoint
judges from among these
nominees.

BIPARTISAN BOARD
OF ETHICS AND
ELECTIONS (For or
Against): Constitutional
amendment to establish an
eight-member Bipartisan
Board of Ethics and
Elections Enforcement in
the Constitution to admin-
ister ethics and elections
law.

All six amendments

survive litigation

On Tuesday, Sept. 4,
the N.C. Supreme Court
affirmed a lower court
decision against a lawsuit
on the latter two amend-
ments, and kept in place
two referendums chal-
lenged by the NAACP,
according to The Charlotte
Observer. x

The Bethlehem Day Festival will be held at Mt. Bethel UMC this year.

Annual Bethlehem Day Festival moved to Sept. 29

The Bethlehem

Community
Development Association’s Ninth Annual
Bethlehem Day Festival has be resched-
uled for Saturday, September 29, 2018,
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The event date was
changed due to the forcast for inclement
weather due to Hurricane Florence. Now
located at the Mt. Bethel United Methodist

Church in Bethlehem, the annual fall
event features live music all day, inflatable
entertainment and activities for children,
more than 50 arts, crafts and information
vendors, all kinds of food & drinks. For
information, call 828-234-6690, visit online
at www.bethlehemcda.org, or email beth-
lehemday@gmail.com. »

Area Trio, ‘“run with me”
releases first EP on music sharing sites

The Hickory-based
trio, run with me, has
released its first music
EP entitled “I Met a
Seer” on the web and
social media through
all major music stream-
ing sites. The four-song,
completely original
project was officially
released on August 31,
and can be found on
Spotify, Apple Music,
Amazon Music, and any
other major stream-
ing service online. The
band members gradu-
ated from University

Christian High School in May and are currently attending college as fresh-
men. The band includes: Brock Pate (Brigham Young University), Cole Pil-
grim (UNC Asheville), and Carter Pennell (UNC Asheville). Pennell is for-
merly from the Bethlehem Community but now resides in Hickory. »
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