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Relay for Life surviviors’ dinner
   The Relay for Life survivors’ dinner will be held at 6 p.m., Tuesday, March 27, at the 
CLC of First Baptist Church.

Grief Support Group
The Grief Support Group will meet at 6 p.m., Thursday, March 29, 2018 at the Second 

Baptist Church.

Weekly meetings:
Greenbelt AA meetings, 8 p.m., each Mon., Wed., Thurs., Sat., 1719 Indian
New Hope Narcotics Anonymous meeting, 7 p.m., each Sun., Tues., Fri., Lockett Hwy. 

Church of Christ, 10252 US Hwy. 70 South
Santa Rosa Belles, Mon., 6:30 p.m., Wilbarger Street Church of Christ
Rotary Club, 12 noon, Tues., Wilbarger Auditorium.
Vernon Bridge Club, 12:15 p.m., Wed., & Fri.,  Herring Bank
Kiwanis Club, 12 noon, Wed., Vernon College
Celebrate Recovery, 6 p.m., First Baptist Church, 6 p.m.
Grief Recovery Group, 6 p.m., Thurs., Second Baptist Church
TOPS Club, weigh-in 6 p.m., meeting 6:30 p.m., Thurs., Wilbarger Auditorium
Lions Club, 12 noon, Fri., Wilbarger Auditorium
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States 
and more than a dozen European nations 
kicked out Russian diplomats on Monday 
and the Trump administration ordered 
Russia’s consulate in Seattle to close, as the 
West sought joint punishment for Moscow’s 
alleged poisoning of an ex-spy in Britain.

Warning of an “unacceptably high” num-
ber of Russian spies in the U.S., the Trump 
administration said 60 diplomats would be 
expelled — all Russian intelligence agents 
working under diplomatic cover, the U.S. 
said. The group includes a dozen posted to 
Russia’s mission to the United Nations who 
the officials said were engaged in “aggres-
sive collection” of intelligence on American 
soil.

SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS
The move was one of the most significant 

actions President Donald Trump’s admin-
istration has taken to date to punish Mos-
cow and Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
especially over its intelligence activities. The 
last time they spoke, less than a week ago, 
Trump congratulated Putin for his re-elec-
tion but didn’t raise the March 4 spy poison-
ing, Russia’s alleged election-meddling in 
the U.S. or its own tainted voting process, 
prompting dismayed critiques even from 
Trump’s fellow Republicans.

“This is the largest expulsion of Russian 
intelligence officers in United States his-
tory,” said U.S. Ambassador to Russia Jon 
Huntsman.

The American penalties were echoed by 
announcements in European capitals across 
the continent, including those in Russia’s 
backyard. All told, 18 countries were ousting 
more than 100 Russian spies, British Prime 
Minister Theresa May said, in addition to 23 
already kicked out by the U.K.

The list included at least 16 European 
Union nations, with more likely to follow. 
Germany, Poland and France each planned 
to boot four, the Czech Republic three and 
Italy two. Ukraine, a non-EU country with 
its own conflicts with Moscow, was expel-
ling 13 Russians, President Petro Porosh-
enko said. All three Baltic states said they 
would kick diplomats out. Canada, too, said 
it was taking action, kicking out four and 
denying three who have applied to enter the 
country.

Almost all of the countries said publicly 
that the Russian diplomats they were expel-
ling were actually spies.

The expulsions came with a chorus of 
condemnation for the Kremlin — for the poi-
soning, Russian spying and other Western 
grievances. Poland’s Foreign Minister Jacek 
Czaputowicz called it “the right response to 

the unfriendly, aggressive actions of Rus-
sia.” In the Czech Republic, where Russian 
officials have claimed the poison may have 
originated, Prime Minister Andrej Babis dis-
missed that allegation as “an utter lie.”

In Washington, Russia’s ambassador to 
the U.S., Anatoly Antonov, was summoned 
early Friday to the State Department and 
told that the 60 diplomats would have one 
week to leave the country, the State Depart-
ment said. Russia’s Embassy in Washington 
responded on Twitter by hinting at retalia-
tion, asking its followers to vote which U.S. 
consulate should be shuttered: St. Peters-
burg, Yekaterinburg or Vladivostok.

Russia will likely respond quid pro quo us-
ing the “principle of reciprocity,” the Krem-
lin said — a suggestion that Russia may 
expel an equal number of diplomats.

Russia’s Consulate General in Seattle must 
close by April 2. The facility is a particular 
counter-intelligence concern to the U.S. 
because of its proximity to a U.S. Navy base, 
said the senior U.S. officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to be identified by name.

The U.S. actions appeared to signal an 
increased level of concern about the extent 
of Russian spying in the United States. 
Senior officials said they estimated Russia 
had roughly 100 intelligence officials at its 
diplomatic posts in the U.S., suggesting that 
dozens will remain even after the 60 are 
expelled.

CLEAR MESSAGE
“The United States and many of our 

friends are sending a clear message that 
we will not stand for Russia’s misconduct,” 
said U.S. Ambassador Nikki Haley, Trump’s 
envoy to the U.N.

Britain had already expelled 23 Russian 
diplomats, accusing them of being unde-
clared intelligence agents, which led Russia 
to expel the same number of British dip-
lomats. The European Union has already 
recalled its ambassador to Russia.

The steps on both sides of the Atlantic 
Ocean add to a serious escalation of tensions 
between Russia and the West that has been 
building since the poisoning of Sergei Skri-
pal, a former Russian military intelligence 
officer convicted of spying for the U.K., 
and his daughter, Yulia. The two remain in 
critical condition and unconscious. A police-
man who responded to their home was also 
injured.

Britain has accused Moscow of perpetrat-
ing the attack using a Soviet-developed 
nerve agent known as Novichok. The U.S., 
France and Germany have agreed it’s highly 
likely Russia was responsible. 

U.S. expels Russians diplomats,
closes Seattle consulate

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
lawyer representing adult fi lm 
star Stormy Daniels declined 
Monday to specify additional 
evidence he claims he has of 
Daniels’ alleged affair with 
Donald Trump in 2006, add-
ing “it would make no sense 
for us to play our hand.”

Michael Avenatti, making 
a round of morning televi-
sion appearances following 
Sunday’s airing of Daniels’ 
“60 Minutes” interview, in-
sisted there is more evidence 
to come, but that he and his 
client are withholding certain 
details, including the contents 
of a CD or DVD he tweeted a 
picture of last week.

“We’re not going to get into 
the details of everything we 
have at this time, and there’s 
a reason for that,” he said on 
NBC’s “Today” show. “We 
understand the American 
people want all the informa-
tion right now, immediately. It 
would make no sense for us to 
play our hand as to this issue 
and we’re not going to do it 
right now.”

In the “60 Minutes” inter-
view, Daniels said that she’d 
been threatened by an un-
identifi ed man in Las Vegas to 
keep quiet about her alleged 

relationship with Trump, an 
incident that she said hap-
pened while she was with her 
young daughter. She said in 
the interview that she had one 
encounter of consensual sex 
with the future president.

“He knows I’m telling the 
truth,” said Daniels, whose 
legal name is Stephanie Clif-
ford. She does not allege that 
she was coerced in her en-
counter with Trump, saying, 
“This is not a ‘Me too.’ I was 
not a victim.”

Avenatti said Monday that 
he is still working to verify the 
man’s identity, and that he has 
no direct evidence tying the 
threat to Trump or his lawyer 
“other than common sense.”

“It had to have come from 
someone associated with Mr. 
Trump, there is no other place 
for it to have come from. It 
didn’t come from the maga-
zine, it makes no sense. It 
certainly didn’t come from my 
client,” he said.

He also taunted Trump 
for failing to tweet about the 
allegations, suggesting that 
meant they were true.

Trump did complain later 
Monday morning about there 
being, “So much Fake News,” 
but it’s unclear whether he 

was referring to Daniels.
In the interview, the adult 

fi lm actress provided little 
new evidence of her alleged 
2006 affair with Trump but 
said she faced intimidation 
tactics aimed at ensuring her 
silence in 2011.

Daniels said that in the 
incident, in a parking lot, the 
man told her: “Leave Trump 
alone. Forget the story.” She 
said he then looked at her 
daughter and said, “That’s a 
beautiful little girl. It’d be a 
shame if something happened 
to her mom.”

Daniels received a $130,000 
payment days before the 2016 
presidential election for her 
silence and has sought to 
invalidate a nondisclosure 
agreement.

The White House did not 
immediately comment Sun-
day on the interview. Trump, 
through his representatives, 
has denied the allegations. 
His attorney, Michael Cohen, 
has said Trump never had an 
affair with Daniels. Cohen has 
said he paid the $130,000 out 
of his pocket.

On Monday, Cohen’s attor-
ney, Brent H. Blakely, denied 
that Cohen had anything to 
do with the threat.

Daniels’ lawyer won’t give
evidence of alleged Trump affair

The graphs set forth 
compare the results of 
each candidate running 
in the current elec  ons.
Results for this poll 
were taken from 
the candidate forum 
hosted by the Vernon 
Record at Wilbarger 
Auditorium Thursday, 
March 22, 2018.

Straw poll
results

*Percentages may not add up to 100% for all 
contested positi ons, as some parti cipants did 
not vote in all of the races.

By Shelby McCormick

The provided infographic 
is (C) copyright of the 
Vernon Record. Straw 
poll results based on 
ballots cast at candidate 
forum on March 22, 2018, 
hosted by the Vernon 
Record.
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