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Vernon (24-4) will play 
Bushland (34-5) in the Region 
1 Final in a best of the three 
series, beginning Wednesday 
in Plainview. 

The winner will advance to 
the Final 4 at the State Tour-
nament in Austin. Bushland is 
ranked No.1 in 4A by the state 
coaches association and No. 3 
by sports writers.

Game 1 against Bushland is 
set for 5 p.m. Wednesday in 
Plainview. Game 2 is set for 
Saturday at 4 p.m. in Plain-
view with Game 3 to follow if 
necessary.

This is Vernon’s second 
straight trip to the Region 
Finals, after advancing to 
the round for the first time 
in school history last season. 
Vernon swept Fort Stockton 
13-3, 13-1 in the Region semi-
finals.

The Bushland Lady Falcons 
made their own school history, 
advancing to the Class 4A re-
gional finals for the first time 
after a come-from-behind 5-4 
win against Graham on Satur-
day at Vernon College.

In the Region Semis, the 

No. 1-ranked Lady Falcons 
won game one 10-4 on Friday 
– only one of the 10 runs was 
earned. Then they lost game two 
on Saturday, 8-4.  Graham built 
big leads in all three games in the 
early innings, but squandered the 
leads in two of the games with 
sloppy fielding errors.

In game three, the Lady 
Steers jumped out to a 4-0 lead 
through four innings. Bush-
land rallied, scoring a com-
bined five runs in the bottom of 
the fifth and sixth innings.

The rally started when 
sophomore pitcher Halle 
Lytal knocked a bases loaded 
single up the middle to plate 
two runs in the bottom of the 
fifth, cutting the lead to 4-2. 
Bushland’s Avery Sena made 
the deficit to 4-3, after another 
single scored Morgan Graybill. 
In the sixth, Bushland made 
the rally complete on a 2-RBI 
double by catcher Jolee Lytal 
to the gap in left center.

Unlike the last playoff se-
ries, where a bunch of pitchers 
were used by Vernon’s oppo-
nent, Bushland has one main 
pitcher in Halle Lytal. She has 
a 31-4 record on the season. 
She had a no-hitter in District 

play against Pampa. She isn’t 
a strikeout pitcher; she struck 
out 4, but with seven hits in 
Game 3 where she threw a 
first pitch strike to only half 
the batters she faced. She 
recorded three strikeouts in 
Game 2 and five in Game 1.

In the regular season, Bush-
land lost twice to Coronado, 
6-3 and 12-2; to Wilcox 13-10, 
Frenship 9-2 and Socorro 7-2.

In District play Bushland 
went undefeated, scoring an 
average of 13.75 runs a game 
and gave up just 1.75 per 
game. In their eight games in 
the playoffs, they are scoring 
7.25 runs a game and giving 
up 3.375 per game. 

By comparison, Vernon 
scored 11.125 runs per game 
and gave up 2.125 runs a game 
in District play, finishing as 
runner-up with two losses to 
Graham. The Lady Lions are 
scoring 9 runs per game and 
giving up 1.25 per game in the 
playoffs

Last season Bushland went 
22-13 and lost to Andrews in 
the Area round of the play-
offs; Vernon eventually beat 
Andrews in the Region Finals 
to advance to state.

Vernon will play No. 1 
ranked Bushland in Reg. Finals

Vernon senior Shykerra Fanner makes a play in last season’s Region 1 Final. The Lady Lions are back in 
the title game for the second time in school history and will face Bushland in a three-game series that 
begins Wednesday. The Lady Falcons are making their first appearance in the Region Finals.

Curry comes alive to score 35, Warriors rout Houston Rockets by 41
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — Ste-

phen Curry shook, shimmied and 
screamed, letting his adoring fans 
and the Rockets know that Oracle 
Arena was his house.

Once the two-time MVP got his 
groove back, Houston was helpless.

Curry scored 35 points with five 
3-pointers, shooting over James 
Harden and driving past him as the 
Golden State Warriors made a second-
half statement to beat the Rockets 126-
85 on Sunday night for a 2-1 lead in the 
Western Conference finals.

Curry had 18 points on 7-for-7 
shooting in the third quarter, lying 
with his back flat on the court for 
his unique version of a snow angel 
and even following one basket with 
an expletive, shouting “This is my 
... house!” to the thousands who 
cheered and exhaled, exhilarated by 
his every move and rumble.

“There’s obviously that anticipa-
tion when you come in transition and 
you find an open look and there’s a 
collective hush in the crowd, espe-
cially in this building,” Curry said. 
“It’s a cool moment. I was searching 
for it in the first half. I had plenty of 
opportunities, I just couldn’t knock 
it down. Third quarter it opened up. 
I’ve been doing it for a while. I won’t 
let two tough games shooting keep 
me frustrated.”

The 41-point victory was the larg-
est in franchise history during the 
postseason, topping a 39-point win 
— 85-46 — by the Philadelphia War-
riors against the St. Louis Bombers 
on April 6, 1948.

Kevin Durant added 25 points, six 
rebounds and six assists, while Dray-
mond Green grabbed 17 rebounds to 
go with 10 points and six assists. The 
Warriors won an NBA-record 16th 
consecutive home postseason game, 
surpassing the Chicago Bulls’ mark 
of 15 in a row from April 27, 1990-
May 21, 1991.

“We’re in the middle of a hell of 
a run, obviously,” coach Steve Kerr 
said.

The defending champions got defen-
sive — and maybe a little mad — after 
a 127-105 Game 2 defeat Wednesday 
night at Houston, determined to make 
stops to ignite the transition game and 
open up 3-point shooters.

Especially Curry, who snapped out 
of his slump with four in the second 
half.

“I’ve seen those explosions hap-
pen everywhere, not just here,” 
Green said. “His 3 is similar to some 
people’s dunk. You go to certain 
arenas and a guy gets a dunk it’s just 
absurd. That’s how his 3 ball is. ... 
Don’t mean to disappoint, but I’ve 
seen crazier from him.”

Harden had 20 points and nine 
assists, while Chris Paul added 13 
points and 10 rebounds as they com-
bined to shoot just 12 for 32. Game 4 
is Tuesday night at Oracle Arena.

Curry and Durant each scored five 
quick points as Golden State opened 
the third quarter with a 10-0 burst to 
go ahead 64-43.

Of riding the emotion with his shot 
— after so many questions about his 
perceived struggles so far this series 
— Curry noted, “You’ve got to be your 
biggest fan sometimes.”

Under pressure from Paul, Curry 
swished a 3 from way back with 5:06 
left in the third. He struggled with 
his long-range shot again early but 
drove through the paint at every 
chance.

Curry hit a baseline 3-pointer at 
the 9:02 mark of the first but missed 
his next five 3s before going 4 for 5 
in the second half. He is now 7 of 25 
from long range — he made one in 
each of the first two games.

“All it takes is one,” Kerr said.
Both potent offenses were slow 

getting rolling as the teams played 
strong defense.

Harden and Paul began 3 for 14 
with Paul missing six shots before 
getting his first basket on goaltend-
ing against Andre Iguodala 2:39 
before halftime.

“Offensively we didn’t have any 
thrust, and they exploited it,” Harden 
said.

Golden State began getting the 
looks it liked after halftime. The 
Warriors faced more stingy, in-the-
face pressure from Houston, making 
it hard to get any early flow shoot-
ing. Durant hit his first 3 6:27 before 
halftime then missed from the deep 
the next time down.

A moment of silence was held be-
fore the national anthem for victims 
of the Houston school shooting.

TIP-INS
Rockets: Trevor Ariza and Green 

received a double-technical with 6:49 
to play when Ariza shoved Green as 
they traded words. ... The Rockets 
surrendered 10 fast-break points in 
the first period while getting none of 
their own. ... They were outrebound-
ed 49-41, committed 19 turnovers 
and shot 32 for 81 from the floor.

Warriors: Kevon Looney had two 
key blocks off the bench in the first. 
... Durant notched his 20th straight 
postseason game with 20 or more 
points. ... Golden State is 36-5 at 
home in the playoffs since the 2015 
postseason. ... Thompson (1,786) 
moved past Rick Barry (1,776) for 
second place on the Warriors’ career 
postseason scoring list. ... Curry 

(712) moved past Barry (699) into 
sole possession for most postseason 
baskets in franchise history. ... The 
“Run TMC” trio of Tim Hardaway, 
Mitch Richmond and Chris Mullin 
were honored with a standing ova-
tion during a first-quarter timeout. 
On Monday, Richmond will intro-
duce Hardaway as he goes into the 
Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame of 
which Richmond and Mullin are 
already members.

PAUL’S HEALTH
Rockets coach Mike D’Antoni made 

the point once again about Paul be-
ing healthy: “There’s nothing wrong 
at all.”

“We’re not going to win without 
him,” D’Antoni said. “So if he’s got 
to limp and drag his leg to the finish 
line, so be it. And he’s ready to do 
that.”

ORACLE AURA
That deafening, bright yellow sell-

out crowd was imposing once again.
“Somebody asked me, ‘Is Oracle 

tough to play?’ Yeah, because the 
Warriors play here,” D’Antoni said. 
“There’s a certain energy that their 
fans will give them and moments 
they hit two or three 3s you can get a 
buzz going that helps the home team. 
You just have to try to keep that 
crowd out as much as you can.”

McCullers, McCann lead Astros to 3-1 win over Cleveland Indians
HOUSTON (AP) — Lance 

McCullers finally found his 
curveball — and the results 
were devastating for the 
Cleveland Indians.

McCullers allowed one hit 
over seven innings and Brian 
McCann hit a two-run homer 
to lead the Houston Astros to 
a 3-1 win Sunday night.

McCullers (6-2) took a 
perfect game into the sixth 
inning, retiring the first 15 
batters he faced with six 
strikeouts, two ground balls 
and seven fly balls. One of the 
flyouts came in the first inning 
when Astros left fielder Tony 
Kemp chased down a ball near 
the foul line and made a leap-
ing grab at the wall.

Jason Kipnis led off the 
sixth inning with a line-drive 
single to right center on a 2-2 
count, but the Indians were 
unable to get much else going 
against McCullers. He had 
previously struggled with the 
location of his curve and has 
been forced to lean heavily on 
his fastball and changeup. Ev-
erything fell into place against 
the Indians.

“I had the curveball work-
ing,” McCullers said. “In the 
second inning, I had a couple 
of strikeouts on it, which was 
good to see. I haven’t really 
been able to put it where I 
wanted to with two strikes, 
but tonight, I didn’t really 
miss too often with it. Hope-
fully, it continues to be good 
for me going forward.”

McCullers walked two and 
struck out eight on 96 pitches, 

completing seven innings for 
the fourth time in his last sev-
en starts. He has allowed two 
hits or fewer in three of those 
starts during this stretch.

“He got outs on all of his 
pitches, he kept them off-
balance, pounded the zone 
and he’s got some of the best 
stuff in baseball,” McCann 
said. “When he’s filling up the 
strike zone, he’s tough to hit.”

Ken Giles earned his eighth 
save of the season.

With the game still score-
less in the seventh inning, 
McCann sent the ball over the 
Astros’ bullpen in right-center 
field off an 87 mph changeup 
from Indians starter Carlos 
Carrasco (5-3). The homer 
brought home Yuli Gurriel, 
who had led off the inning 
with a single.

The defending champion 
Astros had recently struggled 
against Cleveland, entering 
Sunday as losers of six of their 
previous seven meetings.

Carrasco matched McCullers’ 
seven innings, but allowed six 
hits and two runs while striking 
out six and walking one.

“I thought he was ter-
rific, my goodness,” Indians 
manager Terry Francona 
said. “Left a changeup just up 
enough and McCann took a 
really good swing. Other than 
that, he pitched his way out 
of a couple of jams but when 
we’re not scoring like that it 
makes it even harder.”

Josh Reddick pushed 
Houston’s lead to 3-0 with a 
ground-rule double to center 

off Tyler Olson that scored 
Alex Bregman. Reddick 
returned from a two-game 
absence with a leg infection.

The Indians scored their 
only run on a fielder’s choice 
grounder by Edwin Encar-
nacion that scored Michael 
Brantley, who led off the in-
ning with a double.

Cleveland outfielder Melky 
Cabrera, who was called up from 
Triple-A Columbus on Sunday, 
played right field and batted 
sixth. Cabrera went 0 for 3 in his 
Indians debut, including lining 
out to right field to strand two 
runners in the seventh.

Cleveland fell to 22-23 and 
has spent much of the young 
season lingering around the 
.500 mark.

“When this team can get 
over that hump, we still know 
we’re one of the best teams in 
the American League,” Kipnis 
said. “We’re still a contender 
with a very big run in us. I 
think we have started the last 
couple of years around this 
same record early on. You 
know how we do since (Fran-
cona’s) been here, our second-
half records are usually one of 
the best in the league. I think 
that’s where we pick up our 
steam and hit our strides.”

ANGELS 5, RAYS 2
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 

Shohei Ohtani struck out nine 
while throwing 7 2/3 innings 
of excellent six-hit ball in his 
seventh career start, and the 
Los Angeles Angels snapped 
their five-game skid with a 5-2 

victory over the Tampa Bay 
Rays on Sunday.

Martin Maldonado hom-
ered and drove in two runs, 
and Zack Cozart drove in 
two more runs on sacrifice 
flies as the Angels wrapped 
up a disappointing 11-game 
homestand with only four vic-
tories — including both games 
started by Ohtani (4-1).

Los Angeles’ rookie two-way 
sensation had another strong 
outing in the longest start of 
his stateside career. Ohtani 
retired 12 straight Rays after 
yielding rookie Johnny Field’s 
homer leading off the third. 
Blake Parker pitched the ninth 
for his second save.

While Ohtani threw 110 pitch-
es, reliever Sergio Romo started 
for Tampa Bay for the second 
consecutive day. He faced the 
Angels’ first six batters and got 
four outs while becoming the 
first pitcher in 38 years to last 
at least one inning in back-to-
back starts. The reliever gave 
way to Matt Andriese (1-2), who 
gave up two unearned runs in 
the fourth.

YANKEES 10, ROYALS 1
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 

— Tyler Austin hit a pair of 
two-run homers, Sonny Gray 
(3-3) allowed four hits in eight 
innings and New York won its 
eighth consecutive series for 
the first time since 1998.

Miguel Andujar and Austin 
Romine added back-to-back 
homers in the ninth for the 
Yankees, who have won 14 of 
their last 15 against the AL 

Central.
Eric Skoglund (1-4) gave up 

six runs and eight hits in five 
innings.

RED SOX 5, ORIOLES 0
BOSTON (AP) — J.D. Martinez 

had hit first multihomer game 
for Boston and drove in three 
runs, and Andrew Benintendi 
had a two-run homer among his 
three hits. Boston is 6-1 against 
Baltimore this season.

Eduardo Rodriguez (4-1) 
scattered nine hits in 5 2/3 
innings.

Baltimore lost for the 15th 
time in 16 road games. 

ATHLETICS 9, BLUE JAYS 2
TORONTO (AP) — Dan-

iel Mengden (4-4) allowed 
two hits over seven shutout 
innings to win his second 
straight start as Oakland com-
pleted a four-game sweep.

Marcus Semien hit a two-
run homer and had three 
RBIs, and Matt Chapman had 
three hits.

Toronto designated hitter 
Kendrys Morales had two of 
Toronto’s four hits and made 
his first big league pitching 
appearance with a scoreless 
ninth.

Joe Biagini (0-3) allowed 
four runs — three earned 
— and six hits in four-plus 
innings. He has lost eight 
straight decisions.

WHITE SOX 3, RANGERS 0
CHICAGO (AP) — Reynaldo 

Lopez allowed only two hits 
in a career-high eight innings 
and the White Sox beat the 

Texas Rangers for their first 
home series win this season.

Lopez (1-3) struck out eight 
and walked two in his first 
victory since Sept. 22 against 
Kansas City. Jace Fry pitched 
a perfect ninth for his first 
career save.

Leury Garcia had two hits 
and two RBIs, and Welington 
Castillo homered as the major 
league-worst White Sox (13-30) 
took three of four against last-
place Texas. They won con-
secutive games for the first time 
since winning three in a row at 
Kansas City from April 26-28.

Mike Minor (3-3) struck out 
nine in five innings, but was 
charged with three runs and 
six hits. Texas was shut out for 
the first time this season.

CARDINALS 5, PHILLIES 1
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Jack 

Flaherty struck out a career-
high 13 to earn his first major 
league win and Tyler O’Neill 
homered for the Cardinals.

Making his ninth big league 
start, Flaherty (1-1) gave up 
just two hits and walked one 
in 7 2/3 dominant innings. He 
also singled in the third for his 
first hit.

Jordan Hicks got four outs 
to finish the two-hitter and 
threw the fastest pitch in the 
majors this season, accord-
ing to Statcast — a 105 mph 
fastball to Odubel Herrera in 
the ninth. Hicks hit 105 mph 
twice and 104 three times 
against Herrera, the five fast-
est pitches in the big leagues 
this year.


