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cipients to take advantage of this favorable econom-
ic climate.

This is how we can change the outlook for those 
who are in poverty - by giving them a chance to gain 
skills, create income, and become self-sufficient. Af-
ter states like Kansas and Maine implemented work 
requirements for food stamps, new workers didn’t 
just go back to work in low-wage jobs, they found 
employment in over 600 industries, including con-
struction, manufacturing, and nursing. Enrollees 

went back to work and their incomes more than 
doubled, and their time on welfare was cut in half.

We need to define success differently – not by how 
many people we serve, but rather how many people 
we aid in climbing the economic ladder and clos-
ing the jobs gap. Advocating for the status quo isn’t 
going to lift anyone out of poverty. That’s why I’m 
committed to working with my colleagues to pass a 
Farm Bill that offers solutions to addressing poverty 
in this nation, while also preserving and strengthen-

ing programs important to our farmers.

Rep. James Comer is a United States Congressman 
for the First Congressional District, which spans 
from south central Kentucky to the river counties of 
far western Kentucky. Contact him with any ques-
tions or concerns in his Washington D.C. office at 
(202) 225-3115, in the Tompkinsville Office at (270) 
487-9509, in the Paducah Office at (270) 408-1865, 
or schedule an appointment in the Madisonville Of-
fice by calling (270) 487-9509.

FARM BILL continued from page 8
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The Caverna High 
School Lady Colonels 
hosted the Monroe 
County High School 
Lady Falcons and recog-
nized their 2018 senior 
softball players before 
the game started last 
week. The Lady Falcons 
shutout the Lady Colo-
nels 15-0 in four innings. 
The Lady Colonels rec-
ognized their two senior 
players, Ally Eakles and 
Cailee Carter. The home-
town crowd erupted in 
cheers for both girls. Af-
ter the program ended, 
they did not have much 
to cheer about. 

The game belonged 
to Monroe. The Lady 
Falcons scored seven 
runs in the first inning 
without the benefit of a 
hit. The Lady Colonels 
committed three errors, 
hit three batters, and 
walked four to give Mon-
roe County an early 7-0 
lead. Monroe cruised 
to an easy victory in 
their final regular sea-
son game before their 
District 15 tournament 
began on Monday, May 
21st at 5pm against Allen 
County-Scottsville.   

Coach Treg Turner had 
an opportunity to start 
and play several differ-
ent players. He saw this 
as a great way to look 
to the future while get-
ting ready for the very 
real present. “We were 
just a couple of timely 
hits from finishing in 
second place in the Dis-
trict,” Turner said of the 
six games the Lady Fal-
cons played in the 15th 
District. “I am proud 

of this entire team, top 
to bottom, in whatev-
er way these girls were 
able to contribute to our 
success. We’ve worked 
hard, competed and did 
all we could to win ball 
games.”

Turner wishes the re-
sults in a “couple of 
those one-run” games 
had been different but 
he and his team are not 
concentrating on the 
past as they prepare to 
take on the Lady Patri-
ots. “We will come in 
there with a game plan 
and try and execute,” 
continued Turner. “We 
want to strike first. 
We’ve faced their two 
top pitchers and hope-
fully, we will get off to 
quick start, score early 
and see what happens.”

Turner knows that the 
Lady Falcons have nev-
er advanced to Region 
4 play since Monroe 
joined District 15. If 
they win at least one 
game and advance to 
post-season region play, 
the Lady Falcons will be 
in “uncharted” territory. 
“We want that experi-
ence,” said Turner. “But 
to reach that goal, we’ve 
just got to focus on win-
ning one ball game at a 
time. That’s what we do, 
concentrate on the game 
at hand and, one day, we 
will reach that (goal).”

Turner said he could not 
emphasize enough the 
importance of getting a 
quick start in the tourna-
ment opener against AC-
S. “We are still a young 
team this year with play-
ers starting for the first 
time in their careers,” 

Turner said. “In many 
ways, they have exceed-
ed my expectations. If 
we can start quick, score 
and hold them early, 
anything can happen.”

Turner started sopho-
more ace pitcher, Brylee 
Pickerell against Cav-
erna to help keep her 
sharp for their game 
against the Lady Patri-
ots. “I cannot say enough 
about Brylee-she’s a 
bulldog,” commented 
Turner. “She goes out 
there and gives her best 
every inning, every out-
ing. Brylee is a fierce 
competitor.”

Pickerell picked up the 
easy win but it was im-
portant for her to get 
“the work.” “We will 
have our traditional 
Sunday practice to help 
prepare for the district 
tournament,” said Turn-
er. “We use this time 
(Sunday practice) to get 
together and spend time 
on a Sunday afternoon 
to focus on the game but 
also just be a team.”

In the Lady Falcons final 
game against Caverna, 
Turner sent out a good 
mix of seasoned and 
younger players. Fresh-
men Emma Denton 
started at second and 
batted second with se-
nior Lydia Profitt batting 
third and playing center 
field. Senior Maddie 
Denton hit clean-up and 
batted fourth. Sopho-
more Melanie Thurman 
hit next and started in 
left field. Senior Madi-
son Richardson hit next 
in the order and played 
first base. Sophomore 
Olivia Yokley started 
at third base followed 

in the order by junior, 
left-handed hitting and 
“slap bunter” Emma 
Proffitt. Paisley Ford, a 
seventh grader, hit at the 
bottom of the order and 
played shortstop. After 
the Caverna game, Mon-
roe took one day off and 
then went right back to 
work getting his pitchers 
their side work and his 
hitters spending time in 
the cages.

The “traditional Sunday 
practice” is one the play-
ers, parents and coach-
es look forward to. “We 
practice but this is also 
a way to spend an after-
noon together before the 
season ends,” said Turn-
er. 

Tuner loses four seniors 
this season including L. 
Proffitt, Denton, Rich-
ardson and Kensley Ha-
gan.

“We do not know what 
will happen in the dis-
trict (opener) but I am 
proud of this team and 
look forward to playing 
our best softball against 
Allen County and just 
see what happens,” 
Turner concluded. “We 
have proved we can com-
pete against any team in 
the district. Now, we just 
need to win a district 
tournament game and 
advance to region play. 
Will it be this year? I 
can’t answer that but it 
is going to happen.”

Editor’s Note: The Citi-
zen went to press prior 
to the MCHS tourna-
ment opening game. 
The Lady Falcons’ tour-
nament results will be in 
next week’s newspaper. 

Lady Falcons Shutout 
Lady Colonels 15-0
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The Lady Colonels third baseman, #3 Cailee Carter, at-
tempts to tag out the Lady Falcon runner, #34 Madison 
Richardson, in the game against Monroe County last week.               

The Lady Falcons’ head coach, Treg Turner, shakes hands with the Caverna High School team captains prior to the start of the game as Lady Falcon captain, Maddie Denton, gives the 
“fist pump” to CHS head coach Nick A. Stephens.  

The Lady Colonels third baseman, #3 Cailee Carter tags 
out the Lady Falcon runner #25 Olivia Yokley in the game 
against Monroe County last week.  


