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care coverage. New 
Medicare cards with 
changed numbers, she 
said, are being mailed 
out to enrollees. Old 
cards need to be safe-
ly destroyed, not just 
tossed out; Medicaid 
patients need to be 
aware of the newly 
emerging managed 
plans. “Some people, 
like retired teach-
ers and other state 
employees, have no 
choice,” she explained. 
“Other people, though, 
do have the choice and 
there are representa-
tives for managed care 
going around trying to 
get people to switch. 
Managed is great if 
you’re totally healthy, 
but it’s terrible if you 
get exceedingly ill. Be 
aware that with man-
aged care you have a 
gatekeeper. There is a 
number you can call 
and change to regular 
medicare.”

“If you try to change 
while you have out-
standing bills, you can 
end up holding the 
bag for that,” warned 
Rita Crabtree, CEO 
of Signature Health-
CARE. “And there are 
some companies go-
ing so far as to orga-
nize ‘informational’ 
luncheons, and then 
when you sign in for 
the luncheon, you get 
switched”

andry 
fish

The hospital offers free 
diet and nutrition coun-
seling to diabetics along 
with a diabetes education 
once a month, pulmonol-
ogy (lung) and asthma 
clinic, and colonoscopies 
by referral. There’s also 
adult day care available 
for those afraid to leave 
a frail senior or other 
patient home alone, and 
they’ll get fed 90 percent 
of their recommended 
daily calorie allowance 
while in care.

It’s all about keeping a 
finger on the pulse of 
community concern, Mc-
Fall says, and being of 
service. Along with dial-
ysis, the hospital would 
like to add intensive out-
patient behavioral thera-
py for drug addiction.

“We’d like to see more 
drug education,” said 

Crabtree. “We’re getting 
more younger people 
and we need to know 
more about the signs and 
symptoms.”

In response to an audi-
ence question, McFall 
said that the hospital is 
looking into perhaps ex-
panding its work with 
remote care provider 
TeleHealth beyond in-
fectious disease treat-
ment into psychology 
and counseling at some 
point. “A lack of mental 
health care is one of the 
biggest problems in rural 
areas.” The remote be-
havioral care is already 
in use at Signature. “It’s 
been a huge benefit to us. 

It works well,” said Crab-
tree.. 

“Thank you for doing 
this,” said Youth devel-
opment Extension Agent 
Susan Turner. “I feel like 
you’re quite a progres-
sive hospital.”

“Without the commu-
nity, we wouldn’t be 
here,” said McFall. “The 
community is very sup-
portive, as are the phy-
sicians; after all, their 
families live here.”

To learn more about 
programs and services 
offered at Monroe Coun-
ty Medical Center, call 
(270) 487-9231, or visit 
mcmccares.com.
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Congressman James Comer
U.S. Representative, 
First District of Kentucky

The Farm Bill is a critical 
piece of legislation that 
shapes agriculture and 
food policy. It impacts 
everything from com-
modity programs and 
farm credit, to rural de-
velopment and food and 
nutrition programs. This 
bill influences the future 
of American farmers and 
our rural economy, those 
who produce our food 
and supply many of the 
goods and resources we 
rely on as a country. It is 
important that we have 
a Farm Bill in place that 
benefits farmers and the 
rural economy, especial-
ly when rural America 
has seen a 52% drop in 
net farm income over the 
past five years.

As a member of the 
House Agriculture Com-
mittee, I’ve worked side-
by-side with Chairman 
Conaway to ensure the 
2018 Farm Bill upholds 
programs that truly 
make a difference in 
our agriculture sector, 
while making necessary 
changes to other areas, 
like the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) to lift 
people out of poverty 
and offer a path toward a 
successful future.  

There are many chal-
lenges facing the agricul-
tural sector. As a farm-
er, I know the inherent 
risks that come with this 
business and the many 
obstacles farmers face. 
The 2018 Farm Bill en-
hances and protects the 
crop insurance program 
that farmers and their 
lenders count on to man-
age the risk of disasters, 
while also encouraging 
the private sector to cre-
ate innovative new in-
surance products.

I want those in the First 
District of Kentucky, 
and across the nation, 
who are starting out as 
farmers to have the tools 
necessary to flourish in 
the industry. To ensure 
that these tools are avail-
able and accessible, the 
2018 Farm Bill provides 
funding for agricultural 
education and outreach 
programs to prepare 
the next generation of 
farmers. In addition, it 
improves upon non-land 
grant programs that 
benefit schools like Mur-
ray State University. The 
bill also creates a new 
Agricultural Youth Orga-
nization Coordinator at 
USDA, which will be im-
portant in working with 
groups preparing young 
folks for careers in agri-
culture.

I also have high hopes for 
the future of SNAP given 
the work the Agriculture 
Committee has done to 
propose constructive 
and empowering work 
requirements that are 
balanced with a strong 
investment in proven 
tactics to assist recip-
ients in climbing the 
economic ladder. Under 
this bill, able-bodied 
adults will be required 
to work or participate in 
job-training programs 
at least part-time as a 
condition of receiving 
SNAP benefits. Individ-
uals with disabilities, 
those 60 and older, the 
primary care-giver of 
a child under six, and 
pregnant mothers would 
be exempt from the re-

quirement. We want to 
help Americans carve 
out successful futures to 
help them obtain a job 
that provides meaning-
ful income and a chance 
to improve their future.

One problem I hear re-
peatedly from business-
es in the First District 
is that they cannot find 
workers to fill open po-
sitions. There are more 
than six million open 
jobs in our country right 
now and Kentucky has 
more than 400,000 
able-bodied adults re-
ceiving SNAP benefits. 
Of these able-bodied 
Kentuckians, 71% are not 
working. Our goal is to 
bridge the gap and find 
a way to help more of 
these unemployed or un-
deremployed individuals 
get the skills they need to 
find employment.

It’s worth noting that the 
last time unemployment 
in our country was this 
low (3.9%) was in 2000 
– we had 17 million peo-
ple on SNAP at that time. 
Today, we have more 
than 41 million people 
on SNAP. Our economy 
is supporting more jobs 
and a higher standard of 
living for all Americans, 
and we want SNAP re-

Forging a strong 
farm bill
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F I S H  D AY
Catfish, Reg. & 
Hyb. Bluegill, 
Redear, Bass, 

Minnows, Grass 
Carp, & Koi

WE WILL BE AT:
B & B Farm Supply

Gamaliel, KY
Thurs., May 31st

10:30-11:30 am

ANDRY’s FISH FARM
Birdseye, IN 

1-812-389-2448


