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wedding day per-

sonal and special.
The basket at right is
filled with wedding

programs.
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Corie popped into the school office and
screamed, “It happened!” at which point
all the staff who were present joined her in
screams of joy.

Unbeknown to Corie — and even to her
mother, Nancy — Ryan had spoken with her
father, Gil Eckerle, during Ryan’s special fam-
ily birthday dinner at Hagen’s Restaurant in
French Lick. It seemed visits to French Lick
had become a recurrent theme, woven into
the fabric of their lives. Gil gave his blessing
and waited for a call.

Corie had not been expecting an early
morning proposal but Ryans plan hit all
the right notes. “I always said I didn’t want
a Christmas proposal,” Corie notes, “be-
cause Christmas

Corie is an artist,
so she had a grand
time with all the little
touches tht make a

is special on its
own.

Valentines Day
had also come
and gone, and
Ryan managed to
catch Corie com-
pletelybysurprise
with his sunrise
proposal.

She adored
her engagement

SPENCER COUNTY YOUTH
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e Banquet room seating

for 450

* Meeting room space
for 25, 50, or 75

e Catering kitchen

Chrisney, IN

For more information or to schedule a rental contact the

Extension Office at 812-362-8066

Visit our website: www.spencercountyycc.org

ring. It happened to be one they had spot-
ted six months earlier while shopping and
afterwards Ryan made the purchase without
Corie’s knowledge.

Planning beging

Ryan, Corieand yes, Maddie, did notbegin
wedding planning immediately. First, they
spent some time basking in their love and
commitment.

But eventually they started making some
decisions. They hoped to find a venue where
both the ceremony and the reception could
be held without requiring the wedding party
and guests to travel.

Coriehad picked up a pamphletabout The
Legend, anall-inclusive venue in French Lick.

The name was apt. The property for-
merly served as the home of French Lick
basketballlegend Larry Bird. Now owned
by Debbie and Mike Hicks, The Legend
also hosts Branson style shows and dinner
theater (see details in an upcoming issue
of this newspaper).

The couple visited The Legend in May
of 2016. “We liked it a lot,” says Corie.
“We knew we could rent the house and
have everything there. It’s gated and all
inclusive and we didn’t know anyone who
had been there or gotten married there.
They had only had a very few weddings
at that point.”
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Impress Your Guests!

DON’T SETTLE FOR ORDINARY BEER FOR YOUR WEDDING RECEPTION |
OR OTHER CELEBRATION WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

St. Benedict's Brew Works sells small and large kegs and bottles of great craft beer
for your event. Ask about traditional German and Belgian style beers served at weddings
more than 100 years ago meant to ensure good luck to the bride and groom! ——

St. Benedict’s Brew Works

——

860 E. 10th St., Ferdinand

3¢ B Thursday and Friday 5 to 10 p.m. « Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. « Sunday, noon to 8 p.m.
Check us out on Facebook or saintbenedictsbrewworks.com

Find us on:
H facebook.

Choose Green Thumb

Garden Center for:
e Bridal Bouquets

* Bridesmaid Bouquets

e Groom Boutioneers

e Groomsmen Boutioneers

¢ Florist needs
* Wedding decorations
* Fresh Flowers
¢ Bridal Consultation
ALL UNIQUETO YOU!
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Garden Center

Winter Hours
Mon. thru Fri. 9:00-5:00;

EST. 1976

Sat. 8:30-12:00; Sun. Closed



