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wedding tricks add ease
to planning and fun

Brides and grooms understandably
feel a little stress when planning their
weddings. Addingto the pressureisthe
factthat,according toa WeddingWire.
comreport, theaverage couplein their
30s spends $32,000 on their wedding.
Thatisalotof moneyriding on one day.

Butplanningawedding canbeeven
more fun than itis stressful, especially
for those couples who employ a few
tricks of the wedding planning trade.

1. Fake the cake. Save some money
by asking the bakery cake artist to
decorate a foam-tiered “mock” cake
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for pictures and display, and serve
guests from an inexpensive sheet cake
in the kitchen.

2. Use labels. Once the guest list
is finalized, create a database of guests’ ad-
dresses. Print out two sets of labels: One for
addressing the invitations and the other to
address the thank-you cards.

3. RSVP tricks: Number the back of RSVP
cards and correspond the numbers to the
guestlist. If one or more responsesisillegible,
refer to the number to figure it out.

4. Embrace inexpensive decor. Dollar
stores and craft stores are great places to find
inexpensive decorative items. Empty wine
bottles can be painted or glazed to serve as
vases. Candle lanterns can be picked up at
low cost at many retailers.

5. Create an email address. To have all
of the wedding-related details in one place,
create a separate email address exclusively
for wedding correspondence.

6. Use veil weights. These weights can be
sewn into veils to prevent fly-aways during
outdoor ceremonies or photoshoots.

7. Keep bugs at bay. Spray chair and recep-
tion table legs with insect repellent. Dryer
sheets also can be tucked into inconspicuous
spots to keep bugs away.

Wedding tips can help keep stress minimal and
reduce expenses.

8. Save money on favors. Unless the favor
is something to eat or something especially
practical, you may consider skipping the fa-
vors altogether, as many guests tend to forget
to take them home anyway.

9. Use page markers for seating. Use
multicolored, self-sticking page markers
to create easy seating arrangements. Each
color can represent a category: His, Hers,
Friends, Work.

10. Make a photo clothesline. A clever and
inexpensive ideais to pin photos of the couple
to a string, cataloguing how they met and
their time togetherleading up to the wedding.

11. Use loose flower centerpieces. Loose
flowers in a vase are easier to sort and trans-
port home for guests who want a memento.
Make precut butcher’s paper or cellophane
available to make bouquets.

12. Stock up on string lights. Lights can
be wrapped around trees outdoors, strung
indoors around windows or draped along
buffet tables to create a romantic ambiance.

Weddings can be expensive and stressful;
therefore, couples can use all the tips they can
to corral their expensesand tame their nerves.

Did you know?

Since Ancient Roman times, June has
been a popular month for couples to tie the
knot. The month’s namesake, the goddess
Juno, was said to be the protector of women
in every aspect, but most notably in regard
to marriage and childbearing. Therefore, it
made sense to get married and take the first
step toward creating a family in June. For
practicalreasons, Junealsohasbeenaprime
month for marriage because the month is
neither especially hot nor especially cold in
many areas of the world. While dressed in

formalwear — whether having an outdoor
wedding or an indoor one — no one wants
to be overheated or uncomfortably cold.

While June is a still a popular month to
getmarried, the wedding resource The Knot
indicates that autumn, in particular the
months of Septemberand October, has over-
taken summer as the most popular wedding
season. Warmer-than-average temperatures
in autumn over the last few years as well as a
dazzling display of natural color help make
the fall a popular time for nuptials.



