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body temperature, can appear as soon as one 
hour after these baits are ingested. The baits 
are typically available in pellet, granular, 
powder, and liquid form, but each should be 
avoided by pet owners who allow their pets 
to play in their yards.

• Compost: Compost is a great and natural 
way to enrich soil. But compost piles should 
be cordoned off so curious pets cannot 
access them. As the organic matter within 
compost piles decomposes, mold can begin 
to grow. If ingested by pets, moldy materials 

inside compost piles can make pets sick in as 
little as 30 minutes. Pets who have ingested 
moldy compost may appear agitated, pant, 
drool, or vomit, and some may even suffer 
from tremors or seizures.

• Flowers/plants: Of course, some flowers 
and plants can pose a threat to pets as well. 
Before planting new plants and/or flow-
ers in their gardens, homeowners should 
inquire at their local gardening center or 
speak with their veterinarians to confirm 
if the plants or flowers are safe to ingest. 
If not, do not plant them or plant them in 

raised garden beds that cannot be accessed 
by curious pets.

• Fertilizers: Certain types of fertilizer 
also may be harmful to pets. According to 
the PPH, fertilizers that contain blood meal, 
bone meal, feather meal, and iron can be 
dangerous to dogs. When ingested in large 
doses, such products can form a concre-
tion in the stomach, which can obstruct 
the gastrointestinal tract and cause severe 
pancreatitis. Fertilizers that are high in 
iron also can contribute to iron poisoning 
if ingested by pets. 

Threats to your pets that live in your yard
(Continued from page 21)

Time spent in the backyard on spring and 
summer afternoons and evenings  contributes 
heavily to the popularity of these times of 
year. Many homeowners go to great lengths to 
make their outdoor living spaces as luxurious 
as possible, only to be bothered by uninvited 
and bothersome guests: mosquitoes.

Mosquitoes are not just pesky nuisances, 
but they’re also harmful. According to the 
American Mosquito Control Association, 

more than one million people across the globe 
die from mosquito-borne diseases every year. 
Such diseases include malaria, dengue, yellow 
fever, West Nile virus, and the Zika virus.

The AMCA notes that many of the diseases 
transmitted by mosquitoes can be linked to 
travel to endemic areas. But mosquitoes in 
North America can still be harmful, and bites 
may result in severe skin irritation through 
an allergic reaction to mosquito saliva. 

Homeowners can employ several measures 
to prevent mosquitoes from invading their 
backyards this spring and summer.

• Remove standing water. Stagnant water is 
an ideal breeding ground for mosquitoes, so 
homeowners must be diligent in their efforts 
to remove standing water around their prop-
erties. Mosquitoes can breed in bird baths, 
pets’ water bowls and empty plant pots that 
collect rain water. Routinely tipping these 
items and refilling them with fresh water can 
prevent mosquito infestations, protecting 
both humans and pets alike.

• Inspect property for hidden pockets of 
water. While bird baths, pet bowls and kid-
die pools are easy to find, homeowners may 
be unknowingly hosting mosquito breeding 
grounds elsewhere on their properties. For 
example, tarps used to cover pools, automo-
biles or grills that are not tightly secured can 
fold up, creating pockets where rain water 
can collect and give mosquitoes somewhere 
to breed. Mosquitoes also may use gutters 
to breed, so homeowners should routinely 
inspect and clean their gutters during spring 
and summer. 

• Keep a well-manicured lawn. Well-

manicured lawns are less likely to be breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes. Because water plays 
such a crucial role in the mosquito breed-
ing process, it’s necessary that all potential 
water sources in a yard be removed. Fallen 
leaves that are not removed and pockets of 
soil beneath trees and plants can collect rain 
water or water from lawn sprinklers, which 
can be just enough for mosquitoes to breed. 

• Use fans. Consumer Reports tested the 
efficacy of oscillating pedestal fans to keep 
mosquitoes from invading decks and pa-
tios and found that such fans cut mosquito 
landings by 45 to 65 percent for those sitting 
closest to the fans. When hosting backyard 
barbecues, homeowners can set up several 
such fans on their decks and patios to keep 
mosquitoes at bay.

Mosquitoes are unwelcome guests come 
spring and summer. But homeowners can 
take steps to increase the likelihood that their 
properties stay mosquito-free.

How to banish mosquitoes from your yard


