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Safety first when
landscaping

Landscaping s typically viewed asa chore
by homeowners, many of whom enjoy do-
ing some work on their lawns and gardens.
But only few a homeowners may recognize
the potential dangers of lawn maintenance.

The Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion reports that more than 230,000 people
per year are treated for various injuries
resulting from lawn and garden tools.
Common injuries include loss
of fingers, lacerations, broken
and dislocated bones, eye inju-
ries, and burns. Many of these
injuries are entirely preventable
if homeowners prioritize safety
when tending to theirlawnsand
gardens.

Understand the equipment

Homeowners should not as- [
sumetheyknowhowtouseallof [&ies
the tools necessary to maintain
lush lawns and bountiful gar-
dens. Familiarize yourself with

reading the owner’s manual thoroughly,
making special note of recommended safety
guidelines.

Take some time to locate the power but-
tons and other parts by comparing them
to illustrations in the guide. Once you feel
comfortable handling the equipment, then
you can begin to use it.

(Continued on page 16)

the proper operation of manual

Read manuals, wear protective equipment and be

and motorized equipment by safe when doing lawn and garden work.
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