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Potential effects of climate change in North America

The subject of climate change remains
controversial, with people harboring strong
opinions that do notalways agree. Regardless
of where individuals stand on the topic of
climate change, there’s no denying that po-
tential variations in climate — even by just
a few degrees — can have a serious impact
on the planet.

The Canadian Center of Scienceand Edu-
cation’s Journal of Sustainable Development
says that climate change can affectregionsall
across North America. Some of the direct ef-
fectscaninclude changesin sealevel, extreme
weather events and precipitation changes.
Indirect impacts may include alterations to
ecosystems that cause migrations of species
or extinction of certain plants and animals.
Climate change also has the ability to affect
agriculture,which can result in economic
difficulties for those who rely on agriculture
to earn their livings.

The following are just some of the ways
climate change may affect areas of North
America and elsewhere.

o Increasein wildfires: In 2016, the Earth’s
surface temperatures were the warmest on
record since modern record-keeping began
in 1880, according to independent analyses

by NASA and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Globally, av-
erage temperatures were 1.78 F warmer than
they were in the mid-20th century. Hotter
temperatures can contribute to droughtand
wildfires. Drier conditions make the land
parched and more forest-fire fuel is created
as a result.

o Tree-killing insect growth: According
to researchers at Dartmouth University,
warmer temperatures in forests across North
Americapromote insect outbreaks and plant
diseases, which put forests at risk. For ex-
ample, pine bark beetles have recently killed
trees over more area of U.S. forests than
wildfires. Warmer temperatures allow these
invasive species to established themselves.

o Availability of water: Due to diminishing
snowfields, the availability of fresh drinking
water for people and animal species has
become a major issue. Although drought
rates have decreased generally, about 5
percent of the contiguous United States fell
into the moderate to extreme drought cat-
egories for May 2017, based on the Palmer
Drought Index. This adds to the pressure of
availability of groundwater sources. Lower
precipitation may also have contributed to
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below average water levels along the Missis-
sippi River and Great Lakes within the last
several years, as recorded by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

o More severe storms: According to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, se-
vere weather changes could be a byproduct
of climate change. These include many of the
stronger noreasters that affect the flank of
the Northeastern coast of the United States
and Canada.

Many notable weather events might be
attributed to global climate change.

Climate change could be behind every-
thing from stronger storms to drought to
wildfires.
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