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Jenk’s Pizza586 S Washington St. Dale, IN
812-937-2445

Breakfast,  Lunch & Dinner

Dale Package Liquor
580 S Washington St. Dale, IN

B e e r,  Wi n e ,  L i q u o r,  &  I ce

812-937-2631

Brown Bros. Lumber1 N. Main St. Dale, IN“ S h o p  L o c a l ”

812-937-4941

HD Construction
584 S. Washington St. Dale, IN

Fre e  E s t i m ate s

h d co n s t r u c t i o n @ p s c i . n e t

812-309-0094 or 812-937-7142
22 S. Washington St., Dale

812-937-2566

DALE AUTO PARTS

Have a Bang-up Time at the 
Spencer County Fair!

Reinke Farm Supply
P.O. Box 792, Dale • 812-937-2084

• Badger  • Calumet  • Sukup  • Balzer  
• Jamesway  • Van Dale • H & S  • Oswalt

• Roto-mix  • Valmetal

Steve Reinke

Feed & Grain Equipment

A little history of our county name and townships
was why Carter and Huff townships already 
mentioned were formed. 

The last three townships were formed in the 

(Continued on page 21)

County and township history
1840s and 50s and the naming conventions 
changed. This was a highly political time and 
instead of using locals, the people named 
townships after prominent political figures. 
Jackson Township, which was formed from 
the northernmost part of Grass Township, 
was named after Andrew Jackson, military 
hero and president of the United States. 

Those familiar with Lincoln Lore may 
remember Jackson Township residents were 
Democratic in politics, but at the time of 
the 40s and 50s the Whig Party was making 
strides, having elected their first President 
in 1840. That President was well known in 
the area, former Indiana Governor William 
Henry Harrison. To honor Harrison, the 
northeastern township in Spencer County 
was named after the then President-Elect. 
This proved ironic as the township served as 
a Democratic stronghold for over a century. 
Even in 1886, when the History of Warrick, 
Spencer and Perry Counties was published, 
the naming of Harrison Township still 
served as a bit of a joke which might have 
been funny until the township got revenge 

via the ballot box. 
The final township to be created in Spencer 

County also selected a national statesman for 
its namesake. Even though Henry Clay had 
probably never stepped foot in the township 
that bears his name, this township name still 
pays homage to one of the nation’s greatest 
political statesman and orators.

After the formation of Clay, Spencer 
County has not had a serious push to create 
another township. There are several reasons 
for this. One is that too many more townships 
could become cumbersome. Nine seems to 
be manageable. Townships once required a 
variety of government officials to provide 
basic services. Besides the township trustee 
and advisory board and council, the town-
ship would need someone to look after the 
schools in the area, a major responsibility of 
the townships until the middle of the 20th 
century. In addition to poor relief, townships 
would be responsible in part with public 
safety and health, a health inspector and a 
constable being regular appointments made 
by the boards. With each new township 
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William Henry Harrison, Indiana Gov-

ernor and President of United States.


