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812-367-1241

• Graduation Parties
• Birthdays
• Anniversaries
• Wedding Receptions
• Bridal Showers
• Rehearsal Dinners
• All Special Occasions

On Site Catering 
Available

Wednesday Night - Pizza
Thursday Night - Wings

Full Menu Fri & Sat.
Starting at 5:00 pm

Non-Members 
Welcome

Ferdinand
American Legion

Post 124

Dr. C. Michael Wood
Dr. Joseph Sisley

OPTOMETRIST

102 N. Sixth Street
Rockport

812-649-4266

New Patients
Welcome

DALE
Floral & Gifts

24 S Washington St • Dale, IN
812-937-7158

Visit us at our 
New Location!

Kendall Truck Sales, Inc.
3176 W. S.R. 66, Rockport, Indiana

812-649-9464
800-216-8234

Mon-Fri:  8 am-5 pm
Sat:  9 am-1 pm

Conner Motors/Sternberg Ford

WEYER ELECTRIC INC.

453 W. 9th St. - Ferdinand  •  812-367-1650

Electrical Contractors

Enjoy the Dale Fall Fest!
Community Pride At Its Best

Stein’s Garage, LLC

812-529-8138

• General Repair
• Body Work • Brakes
• Tires • Oil Changes

12660 North S.R. 245, Lamar, IN

Fax: 812-529-8481

Established 
in 1931

COME HELP US CELEBRATE 175 YEARS

“I asked him if he wanted me 
to put some figures together. 
Jack never even looked up from 
what he was working on,” Keith 
chuckles. “He just said, ‘Surprise 
me.’ He trusted that we wouldn’t 
cheat him. We supplied all their 
vehicles, and serviced most of 
them.”

That relationship continues to 
this day, now with Sternberg Ford.

“There have been lots of nice 
people over the years,” Deann 
smiles.

“So many people have passed 
through those doors. They sup-
ported us because they cared 
about us. We’ve been blessed,” 
Keith reflects.

“Dad loved the Lord, his 
church, his family and the Town 
of Dale,” Keith says, “probably in 
that order.”

When it became apparent 
that the next generation was 
hearing a different call and the 
Conner kids were approaching 

(Continued on page 21)

retirement age, the family began letting go 
of their dealerships. The Chevy dealership 
was the first to go, around the year 2000.

Boonville was also sold in 2000 and Con-
ner Ford, which had moved from Rockport 
to Reo, in 2002.

Conner Motors in Dale was the first es-
tablished and the last to go. When Conner 
Motors was sold, it was with Narl’s blessing.

The Sternberg Group purchased Conner 
Motors in 2010.

At the time, the late Tom Sternberg 
pledged to carry on the tradition of com-
munity involvement. “[Narl] and Dad [Jack 
Sternberg] shared the same philosophies 
when it came to business and they kind of 
fought the war together. Conner Ford was 
always a supporter of the Dale community, 
and we want to continue that. I feel the 
community is supportive of us, too, and we 
value that highly.”

Keith Conner says the Sternberg family 

has been true to their word. “They’re good 
people.”

Ford Motor Company bestows awards to 
its dealerships around the world. Conner 
Motors and Conner Ford have received the 
Distinguished Achievement Award several 
times, as well as the Presidential Award, 
which recognizes profitability, customer 
satisfaction and service. The Presidential 
Award is still being received by Sternberg 
Ford and the Ford dealership in Rockport, 
Keith says.

And, in an age when Ford Motor Company 
has been closing many small dealerships, 
Conner Motors, now Sternberg Ford, has 
never been at risk. 

“Those were wonderful years,” Keith 
reminisces. “Working as a family was a 
blessing. And many who worked for us 
over the years worked as a family — fathers 
and sons...

“Through the years, our motto was always, 
‘We treat you like family’. And it was a big 
family.”

(Continued from page 19)


