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Design v more functional pantry

Many homeowners wish they had more
storage space, and kitchens are one area
where people seemingly can always use
more storage.

Despite a desire for more kitchen space,
until recently, kitchen pantries fell out of favor.
Buildersand architects may have thought that
close proximity to supermarkets as well as
multi-use cabinets in kitchens would offset
the need for pantries. But according to a
recent survey from the National Association
of Home Builders, a kitchen pantry is the
most desirable kitchen feature for buyers in
the market for a new home.

Despite the wide array of restaurants,
prepared meals and fast food options nearby,
more than one-third of people cook at home
daily, with nearly 50 percent cooking between
three and six days a week.

In order to accommodate for spending
more time in the kitchen, homeowners are
directing additional attention to kitchen
preparation and storage features. In fact, one
recenttrend inkitchenrenovationsis creating
custom-designed pantries.

Locate the appropriate space
Ideally, pantries should be in or adjacent

to the kitchen. But not every home layout al-
lows for this setup. Some homeowners need
to move storage pantries into the garage, the
basement or a mud/laundry room.
Consider these factors before placing a
pantryoutside akitchen. Whatis the climate?
Will food spoil? Is there a possibility that
vermin or insects can infiltrate the room
and access food? These factors will dictate
whether to have closed cabinets, air-tight
bins or open shelves or if other modifications
must be made to the room prior to building.

Choose the type of pantry

Accessibilityisessential ina pantry. Every-
thing should be easily reached and grabbed
as needed without having to move too many
things. Ideally, foods should be arranged ina
singlelayer so thatall items can be viewed ata
glance. Shelves of various depths and heights
can accommodate items of different sizes.
Adjustable shelves are ideal because they can
be modified as foods change. Sliding drawers
can improve reach in cabinets.

Insmaller spaces, French door-style reach-
in cabinets are convenient and flexible. In
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