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(Continued from page 10)

aproperty helps developahome’shardscape.
Hardscape and soft elements often work in
concertto createinspiring landscape designs.
DIY landscape designers can heed certain
tips to make the most of hardscape features.
Choose materials.
Aswithmanylandscaping projects, home-
owners must first determine what types of
additions they would like on their properties.
Common hardscape features include patios,
decks, walkways of pavers or bricks, and re-
taining walls. Hard-
scape elements can
be functional or
| simply decorative
| features that add
whimsy to the yard.
Choose a theme.
| The right style
| allows hardscap-
ing and softscaping
materials to work
together. For ex-
ample, homeown-
ersmay wantto give
their yards an east-
ern feel, complete
withakoipondand
decorative bridge
or trellis. A formal

English garden, however, may include mani-
cured paths with stepping stones and ornate
topiaries. Mixing too many styles together
can take away from the overall appeal.

The prossuggestlookingat the overall plan
of the design, even if all of the work can’t be
completed at once. This way the eventual
finished project wil be cohesive.

Think about the purpose.

Hardscaping can look good but also serve
key purposes. Pebbles or gravel can mitigate
trouble areas that don’t grow grass or plant
life well. Retaining walls hold back soil in
yards with sharply inclined hills. Mulch can
set perimeters around trees and shrubs, as
well as planting beds. Fencing, another form
of hardscaping, is essential for establishing
property boundaries and adding privacy.

Consult a professional.

While many hardscaping additions can
be handled by novices, large-scale projects,
such as patios and decking, can change the
grading of the yard. Professionals can map
out how to handle drainage issues and meet
building codes. In addition, professional
installation can ensure hardscaping features
last for years to come.

Hardscaping should blend with the nature
around itand takeits cues from the surround-
ing environment. This can help softscaping
and hardscaping work as one.
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e Handcrafted in Sicily

e #304 stainless steel
construction

e Reinforced, stainless
steel chimney pipe

e Stainless steel wood
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Take outdoor
cooking to a
whole new level

...with this wood-fired outdoor
pizza oven that can be also
used for roasting meat,

e Fahrenheit
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John’s Tractor Serwce, Inc.

720 St. Meinrad Rd., Saint Meinrad, IN
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www.johnstractorserviceinc.com

BUILT IN

You can spend your money
once and be good for years.
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“It is a great piece of equipment for
the price, plus with the STIHL name,
it has dependability | can count on.”

—user TL805

"I like the blower because it is

“This blower ROCKS! | can't
compact and lightweight and

believe how much easier

there is no messing with mixing and quicker 1S 10 use.”
gas and engine maintenance.”

— user Russie

— user hillyard14
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FARM BOSS® $39995
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FREE EXTRA CHAIN

"I have owned other saws in this class
and the MS 271 has the best

WITH PURCHASE OF MS 271 FARM BOSS®

B DY

Applies to 26 RM3 74 or 26 RM3 81 chain types
Offer valid through 12/31/18 at participating retailers
while supplies last. See retailer for details.
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A v‘ power-to-weight ratio that | have owned.”
J ' . - user Tommy80

- STIHLPEOPLE.

t Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com.

Available at participating retailers while suppllies last.tThe actual listed guide bar length may vary from the
effective cutting length based on which poserhead it is installed on.© 2018 STIHL

812-357-5323
STIHLdealers.com




