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“If you’re a manufacturer, architect, 
designer, large distributor, or installer, 

you’ll find Leibering Dimension 
to be a great supplier.

For more information or a free price quote call
LEIBERING DIMENSION!

Visit our 
Showroom!719 W. 6th Street in the “Y” Jasper, IN

M.-T.-Th.-F. 8-5:30 • W. 8-7 • Sat. 8-2:30

www.tomslga.com812-634-1950

We offer a wide variety of Heat & Glo wood-
burning, gas and electric heating systems 

to efficiently fill your home with warmth 
and beauty. Heat & Glo continually 

creates innovative new products and 
technologies to meet the changing 

needs and desires of homeowners.
It’s time to enhance your home with the 

warm glow of a Heat & Glo fireplace. 

APPLIANCE CENTERLAWN & GARDEN

FIREPLACESGRILLS

door gardens because there is no cold 
weather to inhibit the hatching of 
insect eggs. Soil from outdoors may 
be more susceptible to insects that 
are already living in the dirt. Instead 
of soil from outside, use packaged 
soil or a nonsoil alternative that will 
hold moisture without the added 
risk of bugs. If small insects appear, 
use a mist of soapy water to kill the 
bugs without harming the plants or 
making the herbs unfit for eating.

Group herbs together according 
to their watering needs to make 
maintenance that much easier. New 
sprouts generally need more water 
than established plants.

Prune the herbs as needed for reci-
pes. If the herbs experience a growth 
spurt, trim some of the plants and 
freeze the herbs for later use. 

Many indoor herb gardeners begin 
by growing parsley, chives, oregano, 
and basil, but you can experiment 
with just about any herb. 

Your indoor herb garden equals a culinary delight
Homeowners may associate mulch with 

springtime lawn and garden care, but 
mulching in fall can benefit a lawn as well. 
According to the Morton Arboretum in Il-
linois, mulch protects roots against extreme 
temperatures, and not just those associated 
with summer heat waves.

Mulch is often connected with its ability 
to help soil retain moisture during espe-
cially warm times of the year, when mulch 
promotes strong roots that can help lawns 
and plants survive periods of extreme heat. 
But when applied in the fall, mulch also 
inhibits freezing and thawing in winter, 
reducing the likelihood that plants will 
be injured. 

While applying mulch in fall can be ben-
eficial to lawns, homeowners should first 
consider a few factors.

• Timing: The Morton Arboretum notes 
that mulch being applied as winter protec-
tion should not be applied too early in the 
fall, as doing so may delay the soil freezing 
process. Homeowners should wait until after 
a hard frost in the fall to apply winter mulch. 
In many places, hard frost will not appear 
until late fall.

• Texture: The Morton Arboretum rec-

ommends medium-textured mulch. Fine 
particles may pack down and retain moisture 
that will evaporate before it reaches the plant 
roots. Materials that are too coarse may be 
incapable of holding sufficient amounts of 
water to benefit the soil.

• Nutrients: Humus is an organic compo-
nent of soil that forms when leaves and other 
plant materials decompose. Organic mulches 
provide humus and decompose over time, 
adding nutrients into the soil. The Morton 
Arboretum recommends that homeowners 
use organic mulch that was composted or 
treated prior to application so any weeds, 
insects or microorganisms are killed.

• Application: Correct application of the 
mulch is essential. Applying too much mulch 
can adversely affect lawns, plants and soil. 
In addition, excessive application can cause 
decay and make lawns and plants more vul-
nerable to disease. Homeowners uncertain 
about when and how to apply mulch in the 
fall can consult with a lawn care professional 
to devise a plan that ensures their lawns and 
gardens hold up against winter weather.

Mulch may be widely associated with 
spring lawn care, but applying mulch in the 
fall can benefit lawns and gardens as well.  

Choosing and applying mulch


