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clunked by his property to get to the mine 
either way. He expressed slight remorse for 
the decision as he finds his once serene land-
scape torn apart by the unearthing through 
thunderous dynamite that shakes his house. 
“It’s a good thing I don’t hear as well anymore,” 
he remarks. 

On a recent visit his 6-year old grandson 
went wide-eyed when an earthquake from the 
mine unexpectedly rattled him. Solar Sources 
intends to open additional coal fields to the 
north and the southwest of the current field 
for a roughly 1,800 acres addition. Down 
the road, Kenny lives directly in front of the 
northern edge of the mine on Portersville 
Road West, on an acre farm sold to him by 
Donald.

After buying out neighbors, Donald owns 
500 acres of farmland in three locations. 
Besides his 100 acres farm, he owns land 
farther down 800 W and also land in Pike 
County. After his wife, Margaret, passed away 
in 2000, land in her name went to their three 
children; Kenny (with wife Christine) has 
two daughters, Liesl and Gabby; daughter 
Karen (husband Joe) Werner, of Ferdinand 
has four children, Breanne, Nick, and twins 
Ben and Will, and youngest daughter Karla 
(with husband John) Brumfield has two kids, 
Jake and Katherine; Donald also sold 20 acres 
to the Brumfields. All of his children and 
grandchildren were/are part of 4-H.


