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proved successful.
Besides breath-taking ravines, handsome 

forests and opulent fields, SIPAC is dotted 
with 18 ponds, all of which were built after 
the land was purchased. Originally the ponds 
were used as watersheds for livestock and 
demonstrations of best practices for that 
purpose. “They’ve always kept livestock 
fenced out of them,” nods Tower, “which 
helps maintain pond life and water cleanli-
ness.” Water is able to be gravity fed from the 
ponds, as the original construction included 
pipes from the dams.

Cattle are allowed to graze around ponds 
a day or two each season, just to keep the 
brush down, but for the most part, the ponds 
are being re-purposed these days. Driving 
by a large one not far from the farm’s head-
quarters, Tower points out an empty crate 
resting beside a small dock. The day before, 
researchers from Purdue emptied the crate 
of pond-grown tilapia.

According to Tower, the crates are 4x4x6 
feet and rest below the water with four to 
five hundred fish inside. Even tilapia, a warm 
water fish that is not found in the temperate 
Indiana wilderness can be raised in Indiana 
ponds, and aquaculture is a growing industry 
in the state. Different fish may be raised in 
different seasons and in variable conditions. 
“We did rainbow trout a few winters,” reports 
Towers. Plans for aquaculture experimenta-
tion are ongoing at SIPAC.

Outreach and inquiry
“The ability to gather information...the 

demonstration stuff...spending an afternoon 

with a tour group...that educational outreach 
component — there’s not necessarily a mon-
etary value to that,” affirms Tower. Here and 
there throughout the farm, he points out 
houses where SIPAC employees live. (Horses 
swing their tails in the fresh autumn air beside 
happy yards of potted flowers, discarded rain 
boots and netted trampolines.)

“It’s a pretty place too,” he says.
As superintendent, Jason encourages visi-

tors to the farm, though the SIPAC schedule 
stays quite busy. To that end, a large meeting 
hall rests next to the farm shop. Inside, an 
educational center with a seating capacity of 
200 or more persons contains two projectors, 
two large screens and plenty of work tables. 
Purdue Extension and other exhibitors make 
use of the space for educational outreach, 
meetings and demonstration. The well-lit, 
spacious facility also houses a number of 
offices utilized by visitors and researchers 
upon request.

The shop, meeting hall and Heeke Animal 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (which rests 
on SIPAC land) offer wireless internet.

Tower originally hails from Columbus, 
Indiana. He resettled in his home state after 
managing a Maryland farm. For the most 
part, Tower runs the farm, although he 
smiles, “research and demonstration trumps 
anything that I want to do...I run it and live 
it like it was my place.”

“I didn’t come from a big operation by 
any means,” he tells of his youth, “but just 
had the enjoyment of being around livestock 
and being outside.” To that end, Tower is 
a personable and understanding resource 
to local producers with industry questions 
and concerns. In fact, such inquiries are 
more than welcome, as public question and 
comment often directs the types of research 
SIPAC pursues.

SIPAC is located at 11367 E Purdue Farm 
Rd, Dubois. Those interested in more in-
formation on SIPAC programming or with 
questions about agricultural concerns may 
contact farm superintendent Jason Tower or 
forester Ron Rathfon by calling 812-678-3411. 
Email Tower at towerj@purdue.edu; Rathfon 
may be emailed at ronr@purdue.edu.

(Continued from page 6)

SIPAC innovation

SIPAC animals are friendly and curious. Cattle in particular are accustomed 
to human contact. It is part of the cattle’s grazing lifestyle to be herded daily 
by farm superintendent Jason Tower from one abundant pasture to another.

Heifers dot the rolling field and forest of SIPAC, Wednesday, October 17.
ɅɅ SIPAC photos by Casey Uebelhor


