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December 7, 2018, marks the 77th anni-
versary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. This 
was a pivotal day in world history, ultimately 
leading the United States to enter the Second 
World War.

Prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Japan participated in a series of invasions 
into China, believing the only way to solve 
its economic and demographic problems 
was to expand into China and take over its 

import market. This attitude helped create 
rising tension with the United States, and 
American officials ultimately responded  with 
economic sanctions and trade embargoes. 
Although it seemed war was inevitable, the 

Japanese preempted the American military 
with a surprise attack targeting Pearl Harbor, 
which is 2,000 miles from the U.S. mainland 
and 4,000 miles from Japan.

Pearl Harbor is a U.S. naval base located 
near Honolulu, HI. On a Sunday morning 
on December 7, 1941, just before 8:00 a.m. 
local time, Japanese fighter planes descend-
ed on the base in a surprise attack. Five 
additional attacks followed throughout 
the day. The Japanese managed to destroy 
nearly 20 American naval vessels, which 
included eight battleships, and more than 
300 airplanes. While the military equip-
ment could ultimately be replaced, the 
more than 2,400 military personnel and 
civilians who died paid the ultimate price. 

It is believed the United States was espe-
cially surprised by the attack, as American 
military leaders felt, if an attack were to take 
place, it would come from the sea rather 
than the air. In addition, American intel-
ligence officials were confident that any 
Japanese attack would take place in one of 
the European colonies in the South Pacific, 
such as Singapore or Indochina, which are 
closer to Japan than Hawaii.

Despite devastating Pearl Harbor, all 
hopes were not lost that day, and the Japa-
nese could not cripple America’s Pacific 
Fleet. Aircraft carriers were not docked at 
the base, and the key onshore oil storage, 
shipyards, repair shops, and docks were 
left largely intact. From a functional stand-
point, the U.S. Navy was able to quickly 
rebound. However, even 77 years later, 
the residual emotional effects of the at-
tack continue, particularly among WWII 
veterans, as well as the family members of 
those who perished. 

Remembering Pearl Harbor

Ferdinand observances of Veteran’s Day commence 
Thursday, November 8 with a free breakfast for area 
veterans, sponsored by Becher Funeral Home. The 4th 
annual breakfast lasts from 7-10 a.m. and is held at the 
Legion, 425 Main Street.

Friday, November 9, Post 124 makes its annual tour, 
beginning at Cedar Crest Intermediate at 8:00 a.m. 

Other program times include Ferdinand Elementary, 
9:15 a.m.; Scenic Hills Nursing Home, 10:00 a.m.; Forest 
Park High School, 10:40 a.m. All veterans and current 
military personnel are invited to attend the programs 
and be recognized.

Post 124 will also be present at the Dubois County 
Veteran’s Service, to be held at the Dubois County 

Courthouse, Saturday, November 10, beginning at 
11:00 a.m.

American Legion Post 124 also announces that on 
Veteran’s Day, November 11, the public is invited to 
attend a Rosary Prayer Service at St. Henry Catholic 
Church, 1311 W. 1100 S., at 6:00 p.m. All times are 
Eastern.
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