
December 18 & 19, 2018 | Spencer County Leader & Ferdinand News | Christmas Around The World 3

Now through December 22nd

20% OFF Toys, Tools & Licensed Merchandise

Have a Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Weihnachtsbaum, candles and snow globes: 
holidays from Germany to America

decorating with evergreens. It’s believed that 
the emperor inserted the birth of Jesus into 
this time period in an attempt to convert his 
subjects to Christianity.

With her own family, Price calls the holiday 
season Winter Family Fest. To her, it’s a festive 
time of family, warming light and plenty of 
baked goods. No Weihnachtsbaum will be 
added to her Jasper home. She ended up in 
Jasper, after living in eight states throughout 
the U.S. At age 21, Price met 20-year old Chris, 
from Kentucky, while he was serving in the 
army at a German base. They married less 
than three months later at a mass marriage 
ceremony in Denmark. Price said getting 
married in Germany was an expensive and 
difficult process that took 6 weeks.

When American military bases started 
to close in Germany, they moved to Mobile, 
Alabama when Price was 28. They already 
had one son who was born in Germany, and 
Price was pregnant with her second child. She 
said the heat of the south, especially while 
pregnant, was a nightmare. There was no air 
conditioning. Adding in a profound culture 
shock, Price was immediately homesick.

“I cried and cried. I couldn’t be-
lieve I couldn’t go home again,” Price 
lamented. “Everything was gone. I 
would never get to see my mom. It 
was horrible.”

Her daughter Jenny was born in 
October, 1993. As a government con-
tractor, Chris worked as an airplane 
mechanic. Price last visited Germany 
in 2000, two years before her third 
daughter Christine (Tini) was born 
in 2002. Although America is now 
home and , she still misses Germany 
and her parents. They speak often 
on the phone, but she worries about 
her mother.

“She wishes I would come back. 
When you leave the country, it’s like 
you’re gone for good,” Price said. “I get 
homesick a lot on Facebook when I 
see German posts,” Price said.

The German-American deals with 
her melancholy by reminding herself 
of home with items such as a 30-year 
old German sweater she still wears. 
Good German coffee she orders 
online and familiar recipes her mom 
made around the holidays especially 
reminds her of home.
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“I make everything like my mom did,” Price said. “I have 
a cookbook from 2000 with all her recipes. I make rabbit, 
duck and goose with beer.”

Price shares a pour-through mug cup of German coffee. 
She adds some local and raw milk from Steckler’s organic 
grassfed farm in St. Henry.

Similar to many Germans, the quality and health of 
her food is very important. Price shops for German 
ingredients and specialty food when visiting daughter 
Jenny in Louisville. Her favorites are World Market and 
Whole Foods where she rejoices in locating hard-to-find 
delicacies such as crusty European bread. She orders a 
favorite German coffee Tchibo on Amazon.

Other common holiday features in Germany in-
clude Weihnachtsmarkt (Christmas 
market) Lebkuchen (gingerbread), 
Stollen (fruit cake), Speculaas and 
marzipan. During the evening, 
families may read the Bible and 
sing Christmas songs such as Ihr 
Kinderlein Kommet, Stille Nacht 
and Kling, Glöckchen. Glühwein, 
or mulled wine is another German 
favorite around the holidays. Price 
always whips up a gallon of organic 
Burgundy wine, simmered with add-
ed mulling spices. Seemingly always 
with a smile on her face, Price often 
invites friends and neighbors over to 
share in the spicy winter beverage.
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Above left: Undine and daughter Tini Price in their festively decorated living room. Above right: Some items adorning her 
bedroom include a nutcracker snow globe and pictures of her parents who still live in Germany.

Left: As a young girl, she is held by her Oma (grandmother), posing for a picture with her brother and mother beside their 
candle-lit Christmas tree.
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