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Whitney 
Honeycutt
Committed to 
family, career 
and community

Sam Terry
Managing editor

Jobe Publishing, Inc.

Walking into Whitney 
Honeycutt’s office at 
Big Meadow Oil Com-
pany and one of the first 
things you’ll spot is art 
with a message: “Act like 
Lady, Think like a Boss.”  
So it goes at the 36-year 
old business started by 
Whitney’s grandmother 
and great aunt – Sheila 
Pruitt and Betty Gentry.  

“It was not the plan for 
me to be working here.  I 
went to college at West-
ern Kentucky University 

Anne Pyburn Craig
Jobe Publishing, Inc.

Growing up, Kristin Wil-
cox of Morgantown had a 
dream of what life could 
be. “I was going to become 
a doctor,” she says. “And 
have a whole houseful of 
kids, grow our own food, be 
self-sufficient.”

She got her undergraduate 
pre-med studies done, and 
then had her daughter Shel-
by. And when Shelby was 
just four months old, every-
thing changed. “She had her 
first seizure at four months, 
and by the time she was five 
months old, she was having 
hundreds of them a day,” 
says Wilcox. “She spent her 
first three Christmases and 

birthdays in the hospital. 
By the time she was four, 
she’d been Life Flighted 26 
times.”

Sometimes you have no 
choice but to put dreams 
on hold. In 2008, a trip to 
the Cleveland Clinic finally 
brought a diagnosis: Dra-
vet’s syndrome, a rare and 
severe form of epilepsy. 
Dravet’s patients require 
constant care, many die be-
fore the age of ten. It was 
awful news, but it gave Wil-
cox a lead to follow in her 
endless investigation. “I lie 
in bed with her cuddled up 
to me every night -- I can’t 
let her sleep alone in case 
she seizes -- and I’m all 

Kristin and Shelby Wilcox.

Sam Terry
Managing editor

Jobe Publishing, Inc.

There were smiles, a few 
tears, a couple of chuckles, 
and an abundance of love 
filling the 43rd Circuit Fam-
ily Courtroom on Monday 
afternoon as James Pedigo 
and Matthew Cherry were 
officially adopted after years 
in the foster care system.

The brothers appeared in 

court, not only with their 
adoptive family, but a 
crowd of supporters who 
filled nearly every seat in 
the courtroom.  

16-year old James, a ju-
nior at Barren County High 
School, told Acting Fam-
ily Court Judge Phil Patton 
that after being in foster 
care and respite care for 12-
14 times, Misty and Daniel 
Syra took them into their 
home as foster parents.

“They took us in and they 
became our own parents 
when we didn’t have any,” 
James said.  He told Pat-
ton that he believes he truly 
knows what love is, explain-
ing, “It says in the Bible that 
God has unconditional love 
and that’s what they show 
us every day.”

Matthew, a 12-year old 7th 

Special to the 
Barren County Progress

On Thursday, Rep. Steve Riley filed 
to seek re-election to the Kentucky 
General Assembly in the 23rd House 
District. The 23rd district includes 
Barren County and parts of Warren 
County.

“Serving in or for one’s community 
is among one of the highest honor’s 
any individual can have,” said Rep. 
Riley. “It’s why I’ve dedicated my life 
to public service and that’s why I’m 
proud to announce my campaign to 
run for re-election. We’ve accom-
plished much, but I believe that 
there’s still much left to be done.”

Rep. Riley first moved into the 

Special to the 
Barren County Progress

Gary Tilghman has filed to seek 
the office of Barren County Judge 
Executive.  Tilghman will seek the 
Republican nomination during the 
May 2018 primary election.  

Tilghman announced that he wants 
an opportunity to serve Barren 
County again, since his retirement 
a couple of years ago from his role 
as the Barren County UK Extension 
Agent for Agriculture since 1985.  
Tilghman states that he has many 
years of leadership experience, de-
veloped several useful management 
skills, and has a vision to increase 
economic growth, improve infra-
structure, increase job opportuni-
ties, and the ability to run an effi-
cient county government.  

Riley seeks 
re-election

Rep. Steve Riley

Tilghman 
joins CJE race

Gary Tilghman

See tilghman
continued on page a11

See RilEY
continued on page a11

Medical Marijuana
Moms, wives become warriors

Unconditional 
love abounds

ACTING FAMILY COURT JUDGE PHIL PATTON gave a thumbs up to Matthew Cherry’s sign after he 
and his brother, Matthew Pedigo, were officially adopted Monday afternoon.  
Barren County Progress photo.
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Drug 
Trafficking
Two arrested on mulitple charges

An investigation 
by Deputy Evan 
Burton result-
ed in the arrest 
of two persons 
Thursday after-
noon on multi-
ple drug related 
charges.

At approximately 
12:45 p.m. Dep-
uty Burton made 
contact with 
Casey M. Glov-
er (AKA Casey 
M o n t g o m e r y ) , 
32, and Clifton 

Casey M. Glover AKA 
Montgomery

Clifton Daniel Bault

See DRUG, Page 12

Mike Wolfe, Frank Fritz, and their team 
are excited to return to Kentucky! They 
plan to film episodes of the hit series 
American Pickers throughout the state in 
October of 2018! 

American Pickers is a documentary se-
ries that explores the fascinating world 
of antique “picking” on History. The hit 
show follows Mike and Frank, two of the 
most skilled pickers in the business, as 
they hunt for America’s most valuable 
antiques. They are always excited to find 

American Pickers 
looking to pick in 
Kentucky

See PICKERS, Page 10

Jessica Gossage
Times Journal Sports

The Laker Football team 
hosted West Jessamine 

this past Friday night 
and secured a 27-21 vic-
tory over the Colts, mak-
ing them 2-1 on the sea-
son. It was a big night for 

the Lakers. Offensively, 
Quarterback Ben Abrell, 
rushed for 25 yards and 
a touchdown. Ryan Yates 
ran for 140 yards on the 

night and James Owens 
rushed for 47 yards scor-
ing a touchdown. Col-

Lakers Host West Jessamine
Secure second win

The Lakers hold off West Jessamine for 27-21 victory Friday night. Photos by Jessica Gossage

See LAKERS, Page 12

Stephanie Smith
General Manager 
The Times Journal

The 2018 Russell County 
Hospital Annual Health 
and Wellness Fair was 
held Satuday, September 
8th.This year’s events had 
more than 1,000 adult 
participants. The Fair was 
held indoors this year at 
the RCHS Gymnasium.

There were many prizes 
given away throughout 
the day. All donations 
were made from area 
businesses and vendor 
participants. Two of the 
top prizes included the 

Fisherman/Outdoor Gift 
Basket valued at $250 
won by Odell Johnson. 
Another fabulous prize 
was an Instant Pot Gift 
Basket valued at $250 as 
well and was won by Mi-
chelle Robertson. 

Organizers consider this 
year’s event another suc-
cess. Any program or 
community project at this 
scale requires a tremen-
dous amount of planning 
and commitment from 
several people and this 
is true for the Health 
Fair. Interim CEO Scott 

Stephanie Smith 
Times Journal

The Russell County HonorGuard is in 
dire need of Veterans to participate in 
funerals in and around the county. The 
HonorGuard wants to continue to offer 
these military funeral services and such 
an honor is indeed deserving. 

Frank Irvin, of the Russell County Hon-
orGuard, said, “If the Veterans of Rus-
sell County want this service to continue, 
they must step forward and help us. Many 
possibly are discouraged from joining by 
the cost of a uniform. 

Several neighboring Honorguards have 

HonorGuard 
seeks Veterans

See VETERANS, Page 12

RCH Health Fair
Over 1,000 in attendance

See HEALTH FAIR, Page 12

Stephanie Smith
General Manager 
The Times Journal

The regular monthly 
meeting for the Russell 

County Fiscal Court was 
held on Monday, Septem-
ber 10th. The financial 
report was read into the 
minutes by Kim Fenske, 
County Treasurer. The 

ending balances for Au-
gust 31st were: Payroll $0, 
General $1,325,120.92, 
Road $1,030,639.36, 

Magistrates Larry Holt, Steve Richardson and Ronald Johnson listen to reports at the Fiscal 
Court meeting on Monday night.

Fiscal Court 
Financial reports, ambulance grant

Little Miss and Mister Tahlon 
Luttrell and Hallie Knight 
was recognized at the Fiscal 
Court meeting. See FISCAL COURT, Page 11

A participant has his blood pressure checked at the Health 
Fair on Saturday


